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TO THE 


Right Reverend FaTurr in Gov . 
E D M U N D 


Lord Biſhopof LOND OM. 


My Lon, | 
BSEOUR Lordſhips known 
Care for preſerving the Or- 
chodox Apoſtolical Faith, and 
4 the Life of true Religion in 
apure and exact Morality ; the Means 
= You have taken to this End in Your 
excellent Paftoral Letters, and in all 
the other Inſtances of Your Superin- 
tendency over this populous Dioceſe ; 
Theſe, m y Lord, ſufficiently point 
You out fora Patron to any Writings 
upon the ſame Chriſtian Plan, and we 
have Reaſon to think would have de- 
3 A3 termined 


Thing that is either known or imagined 


my Lord, to add my own Veneration 
for Your great Abilities and eminent 
Office, as another Reaſon for ſub- 


DEPDICAT TON. 


termined the Author of the following 


Sermons, had he lived to give them 
to the Publick himſelf. 


As the Duty incumbent on an Edi- 


tor of Poſthumous Works, is to do all 


poſſible Juſtice to the Memory of their 
Author, by complying with every 


to have been Part. of his own Deſign, 


preſume to hope Your Lordſhip's Ex- 
cuſe for this Addreſs, upon the Mo- 


tives I have recited. Give me leave, 


ſeribing myſelf, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Moft Obedient, 


Moft Humble Servant. 
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1 HE following Sermons are ſelected from . 
a much greater Number, compoſed by 
the late pious and laborious Author. 

Thoſe in the firſt Volume be left tranſcribed fair 
from his original Manuſcripts, and corrected 
with his own Hand, which makes it more than 
probable that be bad himſelf deſigned them for 

_ the Preſs, However, as we can advance nothing 
- certain on this Head, we are obliged to acknow- 
ledge, that the Motive of this Publication was 
not ſo much what the Author might defign, as 
the Good we imagined the Publick might receive 
from theſe Truly-Chriſtian Compoſitions. © 
De ſecond Volume is Part of a Series, which 
ſeems to have been once complete, for all the Sun- 
= days and Feſtivals of the Year, upon a Plan 
= -:gbly commendable, and worthy of Imitation: 
Fer what can be more fo, than an Attempt al- 
ways to make the utmoſt Improvement of thoſe 
“Portion of Scripture, which the Church bas at 
bar Time pointed out for the more immediate 
| Objett of our Meditation? The judicious Reader 
0 2 perceive, that we have choſen that Part of 
dle Courſe, which offords the moſt fruitful and 
Hecking Subjects to a ſincere Chriftian ; the Hiſ- 
tory of the Sufferings, Death, Reſurrection, 
Glorification, and 1 nterceſſion of bis dear Re- 


A 4 deemer. 


PREFACE. -. 
deemer. There is only a Chaſm of one Sermon, 
_ wwhich ue could no where * 4 ay * 

Not withſtanding the Multiplicity of Books has 
been a long and grievous Complaint, we believe 
theſe of a ſerious and ſpiritual Nature have not 
much contributed to it. It is neither our Bu- 
neſs nor Inclination to cenſure what others baue 
done in Divinity; but we muff be excuſed for ob- 
ſerving. that there is ſomething more aimed at in 
' the Works of this Writer, than a florid Purity of 

Stile, or a Chriſtianity brought down to the Level 
of Pagan Morality. If there were more Pro- 
ductions of bis Reverend Brethren in the ſame 
Strain with The Cure of Deiſm, and Theſe Diſ- 

_ courſes, tbe Church of England would hardly be 
loaded with ſo much Calumny as fhe has lately 
been, nor would there be any Shadow of Pretence 
for ſeparating from her, in that tumultuous and 
unprecedented Manner which we daily behold. 


CONTENTS 
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| teriſed and compared. 
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Je SERMON U. ny 
Sins of Infirmity ſtated and diſtinguiſhed ; their 
Excuſableneſs and Conſiſtence with the Favour 
of God. 


PSAL. xix. 12, 13. Who can * bis Er- 
rors ? Cleanſe thou me from ſecret Faults. 


Keep thy Servant alſo from preſumptuous Sins: Let 
them not have the Dominion over me ; then ſhall 


T be upright, and I Pall be innocent * the great 
Tn ranfgreſſion. = 


SERMON III. 


The Nature of prof 1ptuous Sins, diſtinguiſhed 
| from thoſe of Infirmity ; their heinous Guilt. 


On the ſome Text. 
+ SERMON Iv. 
3 The remendow he Neffe n Sin rm 
| On be ſame . 
1 SERMON v. 
W The true Force of the Argument of Goodneſs. | 
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{ Ty fpiricually improved. 
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fects of omitting, and the — Benefits of 
diſcharging it. 3 
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ann 
SERMON X. 


Of the Divine \How PS "GY 
_ ceived, and the Acbrantage of meditating on it. 
PSALMuvich. I have ſet the Lord always be- 


t Me. 
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Our 88 admirable Diſſuaſive La. Over- 
Crrefulneſd, m his own divine Ar- 


MATT. vi. 34- Take therefore no Thought for 


To- mor. 


SERMON XII. 

, | The Qbviſtian's peculiar Duty. 
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SERMON XV. 
The Nature and Duty of Adee 


' HEB. ii. 1. Wert the 8 
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"Things which we baue beard, 
n at any Lime we Bould l them ſip. | 


SERMON XVI. 


\ Ines, x Good Tanner, win not excuſe a 
nas — 5 


HAGGAL: Woe 7- 


"WSONTENTS. 
OH. xvi. 2. Hall put you out their Sus. 
a pg ns cometh, . 
e v wil will think be doth God Service, : 
SERMON XVI. 


The Obligation and Motives to retrieve the Prac- 5 
| rice of friendly Correption. 


LEV. xix. 17. — Thou in wiſe 
rebuke thy Neighbour, and Z fuſer 32 — 


bim. 
SERMON XVIII. 


The ſacceſsful Manner of y Ad- 
vice. The Diſpoſition it i= to be received i in. 


On the. ſame Text. 
SERMON xX. 
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is profitable to all Things, 
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of that which | is 10 come. 
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Thus ſaith the Lord of 
TW. 


SERMON XXI. 
Of Keeping che Heart. 


58 


P ROV. vi. 23. Keep thy Heart with all Diligence 3 


. * e, 8ER. 


FORTY TWO 


[SERMONS 


| Moſt Important Concerns 


OF A. 


CHR ISTIAN LIFE. 


— en I es „ E i. td 


By the late Rev. ELISHA SMITH, M.A. 
1 ner of The (ire of Leaf. - | 


In TWO VOLUMES. | 


vol. 1 On Dives Intereſting Subjetts, a . 
nd PRACTICAL. - 
Vor. I. On ed Portions of the Erie r 1x2 and Gos- 


bes vec ada 
RS To which is added, 


| TteDpry of ping a 5 
n for May-Day. 


p * 


"147 122 1. 
1 1 


4 


TI 


Huh 


2 Gut, 


82 
EE 


718 E 


ns 


LY 4 


. 


and E 


| 
1 
| 


poſtles 


22 1 ? 5 1 1 
15 I | i f 
Wü i 1 


o 


with ſuitable Meditatio 


% 
9 


in ono 
Time and Moth « 


= 


"he Life of 


| fired Author, the 


J 


t of the Inſ 
u. DN of our Lord. and 


chree Parts, 
By WiLLiau Reapinxc, M. 
e. Adorned with £3 
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The Righteous | Mar and the Good 
Man cbaracteriſed and compared. 


2 Limitation, and beſpeaks a Character 
Aaiſtinct from that of the good Man, 
by whom, in this Place, is. intended a beneficent, 
table, obliging Perſon : The 


25 Original d yabòe | 
| with ſeveral of its Compounds , carries this Mean- 


to be 
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2 8ERMON I 


— — — 


| wasembarked with: A good Type of bor Savibur's | 


0 the Corinthians affures us of many of his Con- 


of N in ſo good « Cauſe. We gend as. - 
of Moſes's, praying to be blotted out of the Book of 
the Living, i. e. _ = ght Pap ſhare in the 


Deſtruction 3 Life; and 8 
over the Children ty 8 Pad. H e wn the 
the Almi e eden n es or 
Sin, of making de firſt Golden: Calf: But this was 
a ſeaſonable his Life and all his Intereſt 
1 It * aggBpt4 


Seaſd the Sor, ah rem th r ing thols ke he 


Love in dying, and riſing again for us! And the 
Sacrifice Sampſon totally tide of his, was from the 
St. Clement, in his famous Epiſtle 


is, who delivered themſelves into Bonds : 


| | y © no 
poetical Imagery. Friendſhip, notwith- 
ing KB fo very ee pole, 
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The righteous and the good Man compared. 3 
and is founded on Life: And if the Rule dire 
. another as ourſelves, he only tranſgreſſes it, 
who offers up his Life, for that is loving better. 
It was the friendly Mzcenas's Obſervation *, © that 
«« we arc to ſerve a Friend in every Thing con- 
«« ſiſtent with Friendſhip ; but Death is incompat- 
4 idle, is itſelf the Deathof all terrene Friendſhips.” 
With what * 1 
preſent Sm you pl 
one his Life, and all for a 
Nd: The K ion inſtantly recurs, Whether he 
would / not — — Title himſelf? Or, 
what Man would another to undergo 
7; x7 og a like, which in this Caſe is an im- 
poſſible, Return? Is Exceſs commendable in no- 
thing ſo much as in the Caſe of Gratitude ? Or In- 
gratitude, js that ſo deteſtable, that we ought to 
ſuffer any Thing, even Death itſelf, rather than in- 
eur it? Some Return, without doubt, we ought to 
make; nay, if in our Power, a compleat Requi- 
tal: But this is more than a 

ufing on the Words, does 
lainly preſent itſelf to 
diffuſively good, the ge- 
kind; the charitable, beneficent Man, is 
the moſt valuable Perſon in the World ; far be- 


ablick Good, deſerves to excite, or is able to u- 
the Oblation of my Life, it would be the 


general to all, to me in particular moſt 
obliging : It would be heroick to ſafe-guard 


find, ar Life of that moſt uſeful Benefactor to Man- 
at the Hazard | of my own. Seneca has a noble 


* Omnia pro/amizs, dummodo viramas: ben alina lines 
SE: Ba — 


© come the Price of a 


and mightily beſides enhance the A 


4 SERMON - | 
Reſolution : I will help a dying Man if I 
<« can, but I will not die gelt for f him; unleſs 
« by my Death I can fave a great Perſon, or be- 
great Thing. 

Should we with ſome read the Words. with an 
Interrogation, they will have the ſame Intendment, 
poſtle s Argu- 
ment, proceeding, manifeſtly here in a Climax and 
Gradation. Take then the Int and read 


erogation, 
with a Queſtion : They admirably magnify the 


ſuperlative Kindneſs and Love of our Saviour, as 
coming into this ſinful World, as a Lamb among 
Wolves, to die for Men, who were neither righteous 


nor good: For who will die for a righteous Man? 
Nay Yo who find in his Heart to die fo much as for 


ood Man? Yet Feſus Chriſt actually died a Death 


a 
of Pain, and Shame, for us, who were neither : 


So it follows in the next Verſe: But God commended 
bis Love 10 us, (a prodigious Commendation it is !) 
in that while we were get Sinners, Chriſt died 


for us. 


Either Way, we have, you ſee, in this Paſſage 
a diſtinguiſhing Preference defignedly given to 


Charity above Juſtice : It being a common Thing 
with the Spirit of God and Goodneſs in other ho- | 
ly Scriptures, to ſingle out this Virtue, and ſet this ⁵⁶ 

Chriſtian Excellence foremoſt of all the reſt, for 
- the Imitation of Chriſtians. But no where, I think, * 


is the Eſteem and Affection we ought to bear ſo 2 
remarkably endeared to a living Man, as in this f 


inſtant Scripture. 


And I hope you are of a that it affords 
me a fair Occaſion of, 


I. Endeavouring to repreſent the Character of the | 


| Righteous, and of the Good Man, ſingly and apart. 


* Succurram perituro, ſed ut ipſe non peream, niſi fi fyturus | 
„ merces. II. Of 


— 
* 
of 


and apart. 


PEER 88 Ter. A a 
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The righteous and the good Man compared. 5 


II. Of drawing the Compariſon between them, that 


ve may better perceive how much the Good 
Man deſerves the Preference. | 

III. Of confidering what Duty and Gratitude is due 
to this Good Man, couched under the Expreſ- 
ſion of, Daring to die for him. 


Firſt, My firſt Endeavour is to repreſent the Cha- 
rafter of the Righteous and of the Good Man ſingly 


As to the righteous Man, my Text does not ob- 
lige me to ſpeak of him in the whole Latitude of 
the Word; but reftrains me to conſider him only 
in the Duties and Offices that relate to his Neigh- 
bour, Mankind. — He is one then who exactly 
practices common Juſtice and moral Honeſty ; gut 
and true in all his Dealings; hurts no Body's Per- 
ſon, Name, or Circumſtances, by Word or Deed ; 
pays all their juſt Dues claimable by any Law, or 


' Cuſtom! of the Country where he ſojourns : What- 


ever Things are honeſt, true, juſt, he tranſacts 
fairly and impartially, whether cowards Superiots, 


I Equals, or Inferiors : Tribute to whom Tribute; 
{ Cuftom to whom Cuſtom ; Fear to whom Fear; 


Honour to whom Honour. He ſcorns to defraud + 
or over-reach the fimpleſt though he could do it 
fafe of a Diſcovery ; being honeſt out of Conſcience, 

not merely for a Name. Were there no municipal 


La, he would be full as juſt as he is; governing 
= bhimſclfby that univerſal Reaſon and Equity, which 
s the moral Virtue of all written Laws. Were there 


any Flaws in making, or Quirks in executing ſuch 
Laws, he would ſtill take no Advantage thereof. 
He maketh not fluctuating Opinion the Rate of 
eternal Good and Evil. Nor the Combinations of 
the Self-deſigning, or the Zeal:deceiving or de- 
ceived (fo often contradictory to one another) 


| to be the abſolute Meafure and true Scale of Hone- 
ſty ; but rather its Miſnomer, 


and a deſigning Par- 


. B3 tiality 


tiali n Where 2 * he is ob- 
liged to ſpeak, he ſpeaks the ow. 
Truth, rather than flatter any, 
be deceived ; not aſhamed 
ven before Kings. With the P/almift, 1 
Righteouſneſs, and ſpeaketh the Truth from his 
Heart; punctually keeps his Word and Promiſe, 
though to his own: Hurt. He changes not. 80 
very Praiſe-worthy is he in the common n 
that we ſeem to compriſe all Worth, when we cal 
a Perſon a right boneſs Ms. 

For indeecꝶ this is a Virtue previouſly fundamen- 
tal of all the ſocial Virtues, and ever will be the 
moſt indiſpenſable in Society. It is plain, Cha- 
rity, and all obliging Goodaels, can have no 
other Baſis as Virtues among Men, diſtinguiſhed 
in their Properties; Gag can be charit- 
able to any one, but what is firſt juſt co all. When 
Mankind formed themſelves into Societies, and ſe- 

rate Prop r 
1 any 8 one of Right or 
. withgut a mutual Confidence of not Wie ng 
 viſturbiog one the other? When 3 

ing unſociable Self · intereſt i Sto to be falſe, 
| others unjuſt, then aroſe written Laws, as Barriers and 

Boundaries, to ſecure every one their own, and pu- 

niſh the violent or crafty Intruder into other Peo-— 

ps. 923 er 

thods for ecting this Y irtue, ſprang Y- 

luminous Laws throughout the World, which, one 

way or other, concern little elfe bur $deum and Fu- 
7 Wich what abiding Firmneſs ſuhliſt all Leagyes 
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Alliances, Intefcourſe and Commerce between 
Nation and Natz hes they Rb on this View 
tue of good Faith | Yet this neceſſary. Virtye mult 
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There is an odd Notion of Honeſty 
as I may SL fort of Men, which I do 
beſt intimate or not; un- 
may be ſuffeen expoſe 


and ae Appali Þ grove and. 
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; enduring - all 
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Ho can he be 


T7 yoo 
5 — —_— that 24 S to 
n grant ; t you oblige moſt,” good 

n Asking, 2. e. 'giving him an Orb. of dif- 
3 8 his pleafant Duty: He would even 
A : - to prevent = 5 if he 
I | j 5 ' _.Th | 


and the moſt 6 * he receives. He will 
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ET hs fr Addn of Worldty Goode, 
N e for the 
ntage pri y of extend! Beneficence 

_ Rarther ; of verge hoſpirab e 
more liberal to the Poor; more affiftii 
: Tichds. - Whatever therefore ar bis Pe 
of all Men may be ſaid to ei I, 2 


nothing but doing leſs * ag 
vin fo enk ac cone 
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PR "YE good Man compared: © 9 4 
on Principles of Honour, .and the After. merit 4 
maintaining a Gratitude. . 

Whatever be himſelf gives or grants,” he does it 
freely, and ſoon, and chearfully ; 3. not clogging the 

Benefit with hard Conditions, or ſeeming 'Unwil- 


And, Shar ere all with diible Luſtre, Ls 
and does theſe Things withour the leaſt Aﬀets | 
tion, in ſtudied Concealment and 'Obſcurity ; not 
1 Rig zht Ho now rh hs 
on the one 


7 
— 


= el eh 3 the * radon good 
b Deeds, (which gives Sublimity to his Mind, and 
Boſom the Rejoicing) he ſhuns Ap- 
; "from. Men, (for: Bhat 1s very often leaſt ac- 
- | le but, by induſ- 
q roy ſhunning, merits it the more. Divine Hu- 
= mility.! Great celeſtial Uſe of Reaſon wherever 
= ſn! which Men. Fa Kea hey jo admire ; can never 
=_ FR, co ven will am pl 5 
after. White he ke is here on — 
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10 SERMON. " "i 
* he does not pleaſe himſelf, bar his Neighbour 
Edification. Upon ſerious Subjects, which he 
not unmindful to introduce, he | ſeaſons his 
courſe with Grace : Upon indifferent ones ( (fer he 
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always for EE neyer for Vicar: . "Phe 

manages without Heat or Paſſion ; ingenuguſly_rer 

Phe? opt an Error, and owns himſclf convinced.” 
ſofteſt Words, with the ſoyndeſt Argumegts 
knows of, are his Method with thoſe who "diſſent 
from him in civil or 8. Opinions. He ſeldom 
uſes ; knowing, when ſharp, it is as hard 
to : bore by Jobe as an open, Injury. He never 
er ves „Bor derides ed Blemiſhes | 
any 3 his being ſolely to their mor 4% 
tary ones, the only Re that are f 
He envies none pa % 2 him in; a Fon 
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3s SERMON I. 


Intereſt only in Subordination to that of the Pub- 
lick. ; ſhort of which, he knows, he cannot claim 
the Name of Honeſt ; but in fulfilling that Cha- 
rater, by obſerving the true Meaſure of Publick 
Spiritedneſs,” how much does he, with the worthy 
Founders of great Families in all Ages, deſerve 
univerfal Applauſe ? As long as he continues in 
ſuch precarious Stations, he therefore loſes no Op- 
a of doing all the Good be can; becauſe he 
ther courted nor accepted the Powen for any 
other SE nd; pan to that of indulging him- 
ſelf in the glorious divine Pleaſures of promoting 
the good of others. He is A devoted to the 
publick Welfare in every 5 of Life, 
as to follow the only Princip of that in our 
ſent happy Eſtabliſhment, Td neither lead, nor be 
led by any Party, or Perſon, any further; affiſt- 
Ing all he can, but never A to its Pro- 
ſperity, envy ing none the Honour of being the 


Inſtruments of it. If he js ordained to any holy 


Function, he takes care to brighten the F 1 
neſs of teaching the Truth as it is in Jes, and, 
belongs to fück a Steward of the great Exem 


P 


Veith an exemplary Goodneſs. His exceeding 


Love to Souls recommends. his Maſter's 
the better, and the Charms of his own conforma- 

ble Converfation give Life and Force to his Diſ- 

courſes beyond any If the Opinion of 
his Probity gives Weight to his Words, what dif- 
on follows captive from the Know- 
ledge of his diffofive Charity! His Moderation and 


Mercy, his Peaccableneſs and Paticnes,” his gene- 
ral Kindneſs 


Mankind, his great Aﬀection * to 


his Country's „and his carrying 
Intention of the Bible for that, art ſo 


far from giving Offencein any Thing, whereby the 
— be blamed, chat e it to 
be eſteemed as a moſt uſeful Function Becauſe he 
EXETTS 


i os 


| exerts the ſame upon 


| ſent Settlement: Teaching them the e 


Lee 


„ A dit td 


[| 


** 5 and the goed Man compared. 13. 


any Criſis of to the 
Proteſtant Religion or Bi Liderties, ſor reco- 


vering his Fellow Subjects to an Underſtanding of 


their own Happineſs, under the 132 


Religion of living in — Submiſſion to on. 


vernors 3 of fearing God, nE. and 
loving one another. 


Thus have we obſerved the beneficial and en- 

ing Conduct of this ae Man in 

8 Nea in every Station of Life; and obſerv- 
ing, muſt needs love him; and Love will diſpoſe 
(if any Thing can) to ſuffer even Death for his Sake. 
And we ſhall be the more confirmed in this Diſ- 
poſition, eſpecially of undergoing it rather for him 
than the ſtrictly righteous Man, when we have 
compared them a — which was my 


= ſfccond Endeavour, viz. 


II. To deaw the Compariſon betwrrnchem, that 
we may the better perceive how much the good 
Man deſerves the Preference. Comparing Excel- 
lencies. is the brieſeſt Way of diſtinguiſhing them. 
If we take our Riſe'at the Fountain-Head of 
theſe Virtues, and conſider them in the Original, 
whence they derive, I mean the Deity itſelf, there 
and Goodneſs have the Pre-eminence over 


all the reſt. It rejoiceth againſt Judgment, to the 


enlarging the Almighty's — and to the 
reſtraining his vindictive Juſtice. In the Midft of 
remembers Mercy. Without this how | 
would all his other Attributes be? His 
Wiſdom would aſtoniſn and confound us, by over- 


reaching ours; his Power and Juſtice affright us 


in our Guilt; his Holineſs only upbraid and diſ- 
guſt” us with our own-Vileneſs and Unworthi- - 
neſs, if infinite Goodneſs and Compaſſion did not 
os in 'to ſweeten and conciliate them all unto 8 
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fiecly profieei offeri Grace and Pardon upon. ea 
. = Bog 21 282 
neſs and Mercy, that ſo imitating, Homo Homini 
Deus fit 3 that we endeavour to _— 


Mouths wide in his Praiſe. In ſhort, his Goodneſs 
renders him a God. to Mankind, and to us conſigns 
that very Name 3 it is that which conſtitutes him 
our Father a Redemer, our Preſerver and Re- 
warder. ' Beſides, Love and Charity are not only 


the Entertainments of 
ope, Faith, and all other 
Vi have their Uſe ſolely here, and ave us. 
ae the only Charity goes . 

continues fot-ever, as it begins our Heaven here. For 


* 


neration, that being the Chriſtian Buſineſs 


ſtians are to think themſelves placed Ih Society 


accompliſh. For that glorious Intent our Saviour 
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The righteolts ani the gad Min tompared. 1 


on Earth, is the Perſon that does moſt Good to the 


| Souls and Bodies of Men. We his Followers are 


1 SERMON I. 
tance; the ſweet Courteſy, and endearing A ffability 
of the latter, irrefiſtibly makes Way into the Opi- 
nions and Affections of thoſe who are ſo happy to 
addreſs him: And anAuthority ſo founded the more 
eaſily rules others with their own Conſent, at the 
ſame Time that it loſes nothing of its proper Reſpect 
and Homage. But the Wicked in Place, i.e. 
they who neglect or pervert the publick Ends of 
their Station, have nothing but our outward Re- 
ſpect fora Seaſon ; and that is rather paid to their 
The juſt Magiſtrate chaſtiſes with Severity ; the 
Good executes. Puniſhment with a benevolent In- 
tent, for reclaiming the Offender, if ' poſſible, as ' 
well as for a Terror to others. One believes none 
criminal but upon evident Guilt ; the other would 
always ſpare . Criminals, if the publick Safety 
would it. 6? 


Common Juſtice and Judicatories redreſs the In- 
_ juries of thoſe who can help themſelves by a Courſe 
of Law; Goodneſs the Wants and Wrongs of _ 
thoſe that can't. | e 

T be ri Man gives every one what is their 
rightful the charitable Man out-does him, 
2 more, in giving what is bis own moreover; 
and. when he has conferred one Kindneſs, does not 
wait for a Return, ſtill going on to beſtow a ſe- 
cond and third, never weary of well-doing. The 
to Uſe, thinking one good Turn deſerves another; 
the other makes ſo much Haſte to return an Obliga- 
tion, as if he ſcorned to be beholden. The Juſt (be- 
cauſe he gives all their Dues) diſpraiſes thoſe freely 
who deſerve it. The good Man conceals the Ill he 
knows, and finds ſome pretty Excuſe for the Faults 
the other divulges. One expects Praiſe, as a Tri- 
8 _ — oa 
much, expecting hi e and A from other 
Hands. * D The 
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* . 


— ” 


4 


The righteous and the good Man compared. 17 
| The firſt keeps his Promiſe punctually; the ſe- 
cond is commonly better : So that keeps Secrets as 
well, but this does not care to hear them. 10 
The auſtere upright Man is 3 his De- 
pendants, on flight Appearances ; — 
gives them the rl deter Sning Reaſon of being ill 
in good Earneſt; whilſt the candid good Man takes 
a better Way to prevent it, by hoping the beſt, 
even what he has little Reaſon to believe: He can 
forgive the Injuries of an Enemy, therefore eaſily 
paſſes over the Miſtakes of a Friend. This too . 
makes the firſt Step, and goes more than half Way 
towards a Reconciliation upon any Miſunderſtand- 

ing: That Man ſtands upon Punctilics, waiting 
for Conceſſions and Acknowledgments of Faults : 
To one few Faults are remiſſible; to the other all 
Sorts. If one's Righteouſneſs him ' few 
Adverſaries z the other's is the more prevalent 
Way of overcoming Evil, and converting every 
fingle Enemy into a Friend, 3 
In a Word, this never- enough to be commended 
. os it _ bright in the Light of 2 
nity, has not only a tranſcending Advantage and 
Pre- eminence over Juſtice, and Heathen Ethicks, 
but over all evangelical Gifts and Graces. If Juſ- 
rice is human, nothing is more divine than Love 
It is comprehenſively Thing moſt excellent 
and amiable in Man: It perfeQts his Nature, renders 
him moſt like the Deity, and is that which ſhines 
brighteſt there ; it hides the Multitude of Sins, and. 
gives Approbation at the laſt Nay; nay, is the 
R — and Beginning of his future Hap- 
P EE: 


And in this Life, the good Man's compaſſionate 
diffuſive Influences to d Ney and Miſerable; 
his benign, meek, forgiving Temper to the Inju- 
rious, never fail to conciliate univerſal Good-will, 
A a general Good, a pub- 
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him reſpected 
Prayers and beſt Wiſhes of every Body. Tenders 


18 SERMON Il. 
lick Blefling ; as one that lives to the Welfare of 
his Country, the Glory of God, and the Honour 
of Chriſtianity. When he appears Abroad, behold 
with the of lt, 


of hearty Service wait his Occaſions, and glad are 

they who have their Gratitude firſt accepted. 
When he ſickens, Sadneſs overſpreads many Faces, 
whilſt Fervour wings their Prayers for his Recovery. 
When he dies, the Misfortune it almoſt generally 
condoled, and not a few ftrain their Eloquence up- 
on his Character, and the publick Loſs, iſking 
more than that they could record to all 


EE EEE. . 


III. Branch, What Duty and Gratitude is due 
to this good Man, couched under the Expreſſion of 
daring to diefor him. m 
your Patience. That may be all ſummed 
faying, That it is our trueſt Duty to imitate 
» 4d — to be like him as we 


May every os here preſent, 80, and do like- 


G Sins of Infirmity flated and diſin- 
guiſbed; their Excuſableneſs and 
Confiflence with the Favour of God. 
The firſt Sermon on P S AL. xix. 12, 13. 

| Who can underſtand bis Errors? Cleanſe thou me from 


e ”— 


Tranſgreſſ 


f 54 Ki ty Serum al r Sins : Let 
= The apright. 2 De 
7 


E Royal Pſalmiſt, who had. himſelf 
been a very preſumptuous Offender, 
hes afterwards more . for” his 

tance than his Digni State, 
_ the ft 5 —_ Verſe of hi excellent 
alm, finely difplays, and, by diſplaying, ar- 
= gues fo as to make * and ſe the Being, the 
| Power, and the Wiſdom of God, from the admirable 
Works of Creation; which ſpeak fo intelligibly 
for themſelves before all the World. The Lan- 
ug was ſo divine and plain, _ by ee 
g nor Language nor oice heard, 
their ords wene our to the End of the W > | 
| 2 
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well. Both theſe 
r and here recollecti 


20 SERMON II. | 
to, and convincing all its Inhabitants of 


declaring 
the Glory of God, by the Heavens, and the Firma- 
ment ſhewing his handy Works: And theſe great 
and glorious handy Works are imed far and 


ges of all the Nations upon 
k at all of theſe Things, are united 
with this Grainmar of Divine Works, 


to and 


compoſed by God himſelf from the RAT. 


for our univerſal Inſtruction. From the | 

Verſe to my Text, he goes on to ſet forth the Per- 
fection of the divine Law (as it was in his Time) 
and the bleſſed advantageous Light of it to our 
Paths : That it as clearly revealed the Will of 


| God, what our Duty is, as the other did his Ex- 


iſtence : That it gave Warning to all his Servants 
againſt ater, 1 and Rewards for their doing 
e purpoſely mentions as an Ag- 
gravation of the preſumptuous Sins he had former- 
them with 

eep Sorrow, offers up the Words of the Text in 
Prayer to be delivered from the like for the future. 
Sins of Preſumption, the Law of God and his Con- 
ſcience told him, were of ſuch an heinous Nature 
as to admit of no Excuſe, whilft there were other 


leſſer Sins and ſecret Faults, cleaving even to the 
conſcientious Performance of 


| Duty, and rendering 
it imperfect: As Omiſſions, with reſpect to the 
doing that Good, which many have been dohe, 
or of ſome Circumſtances of 
done, which might have been better done ; or De- 
viations with regard to ſome Things forbidden that 
ought to, be left undone ; and ſo many, that 
they could not all be remembered or numbered, how 
oft Men offended in ſuch Inſtances, that the beſt 
cannot live without Abundance of them. From 
the Imputation of theſe Faults in the Lump, (fe. 
cret 
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Sins of Infirmity ſtated and diflinguiſhed. 21. 
cret and unobſerved tho? are to the Offender, 
yet known every one to God,) this religious King 
Thus did this holy Penitent enter into the State 
of his Soul, and the Quality of its Offences, in rela- 
tion to the Law that was given him to obſerve. 
And we Chriſtians ſhall ſurely do well to examine 
our State and Conduct, with reſpect to the more 
perfect Law of Liberty which we have received: 
A Law, which ſets us at Liberty, and at large 
from the intolerable Burthen of ly Services of 
the Fewiſo Yoke : A Law, which makes known to us 


= pitiation for our unrepented ſecret Sins, and alſo for 
= thoſe of Preſumption that are repented of ; which 
ſo much the better ſecures our Obedience, as it en- 
dears it to us from better Promiſes, from more po- 
tent Aids, and from the Tender of more explicit 
and helpful Means, for keeping under the Domi- 
nion of Sin, and ſetting up that manly Liberty of 
Mind, and Chriftian Principle of the Spirit, which 
ought to controul Sin and rule over the Fleſh ; in ſuch 
an effectual as to reduce it to Obedi- 
ence, and maintain itſelf (thoꝰ a moleſted, yet) the 
| Governor and Directon of the Chriſtian Conver= 


_ The gracious Inſtitution we enjoy requires not 
an abſolute, a i nleſs, an unerring Obedience from 

IS us frail peccant Creatures; but, in its great Favour 

and Mercy, ſhews due Conſideration and Gompaſ- 


firmities of our Nature; of which it therefore ex- 
acts oy on than a . Obedience, entirely de- 
yoted to our , endeavouring the 
Performance ww ie, TFT Rs a dili- 
181 of all the preſcribed Means. 
than this we are ſure cannot be expected, be- 


cauſe more than this cannot be performed by us in 
4 - our 


moreover an Advocate with the Father, the Pro- 


2 SERMON u. 


our lapſed Condition. And it is happy for ws all, 
that it-is moreover full of Overtures and 
Invitations to Repentance E our wilful Sins, and 
of the frequenteſt and frrongeſt Aſſurances of Pardon 
and Acceptance upon our nicely forſaking them 3 
x 196 eee 
1 the wilful, the preſumptuous Of- 
fender.——But as we are exceeding prone to flatter 


eueing, by Jefiwingand cxcatag.ow op Faul 
and to judge thoſe to be Sins of I ey, ns 
and damnable ; and as we 2 
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really wilf 
preſume the Mercy and Pardon of 
whilh we ure ofing of malicow Wickeduck, 
it is very higheſt Importance to our common 
Safety and Welfare, to the Peace of our Conſcience, 
and the Hopes we have in the Benefit of a com- 
mon Saviour, for every one of us to be rightly ap- 
priſed, what Failings in our Obedience are con- 
fiſtent with the Favour of God, and a well-ground- 
ed Expectation of Salvation; and what 3 
excluſive of them; of what Kind are they 

are cxcuſable by the Tenor of the Goſpel, and of 
— what Nature thoſe, which incur the Pains and Pu- 


niſhments thereof. This very uſeful 9 
is the Sub to be dicoured upon from hele 
: Wok 9 ni and diftinguiſh, | FT 


I. What are proper Sis of Infrmiey 2 
Arab 1 and Wilful- 


from ſecret Faults.—Keep thy Servant alſo from pro. 
ſumptuons Sins. r 


1 3 


Who „ n 5 


Ko 
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its Orders. It being that elective Power, which 
upon a View and Compariſon of all the Propo 
to human Action, whether of the greater 
obeying God, or the Leſſer, in following 
attended with conſcious Guile, makes i 


Se. r | he was not aware to 
gainſt, it is properly a Sin of 

untary T n: Becauſe 
underſtanding and i 
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24 SERMON H. 
need any Proof. Temptation may attack a 
— 3 before his Reaſon has . 
to rally, or his Spirit to put on its repelling Armour, 
thro* Wearineſs, or | rob — -of our 
Watch, that it may prevail. To this St. 
Paul takes it for granted, that a Brother may be 
overtaken with a Fault; and St. James, that he 
may err from the Truth : Yet neither one nor the 
other is for that Reaſon to be damned, forſaken, 
and deſpaired of. — The Circumſtances of Age, 
the Diverſity of Conſtitution, the incident Diſor- 
ders from that Diverſity, or Crofles in worldly Af- 
fairs, ſubject ſome Perſons more than others to 
their particular Filings, which they cannot wholly 
get quite off, tho? they ſtrive again them ® Many! a. 
paſſionate Word and fooliſh Thought they are guilty 
of, and would gladly be rid of; for what they do of 
that Kind, they would not, they approve not.--There 
are alſo many unconquerable Frailties, and unavoid- 
able Infirmities, which mingle with, and intrude 
_ themſelves even into, our religious and moſt retired 
Employments ; as wandering Thoughts in Pray 
and Meditation. The Mind ſets itſelf reſolutely to 
think upon heavenly Things ; yet, it knows not 
how, ſome impertinent Fancy, and vain Imagi 
nation, h the Subtilty of the Devil, darts in, 
and brings it down to Earth again, and takes ĩt off 
its heavenly Engagement, till it recollects whither 
it is wandered : A ſtrange unaccountable Cold - 
neſs ſeizes ſometimes the Devotions of the beſt 
Chriſtians, and damps their Zeal and Ardour 
hen they intended to be moſt fervent. So the 
firſt 1 1 to Sin, will be oe | 
Ee inftigating us to the Commitment of 
E "= if theſe, and the other, are reliſted what 
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Sins of Infirmity Rated and diftinguiſhed. 25 
| we can, and not conſented to, nor delighted in, 
they are to od, ms 15 amo! 2 
Imperfeftions : For they ſpring up from the 
Frame and Conſtitution of our Nang ; are the 
Blemiſhes of Original 'Pollution, and the remain- 
ing Totterings in the Offspring, which our firſt 
= Parents contracted from their Fall. The terreſ- 
= from them, has ſtrangely ſubjefted us, ſince their 
preſumptuous Offence, to Paſſion, to F 
neſs, to Diſinclination to „ and to various 
Imperfections, and innumerable Infirmities, that 
= are not in our Power to help: They are ſufficient- 
ly. enough to increaſe the Humility of every good 
5 but they ought not to moleſt any Man with 
12 or Vexation upon that Account. — If 
God ſhould be extreme to mark what we do amiſs 
in theſe involuntary Reſpects, no Fleſh could be 
faved ; for there is not a rig 
Earth who is guiltleſs upon | 
many of theſe leſſer Things we offend all of as - 
But God is fo good as to overlook theſe Slips, and 
not impure them to his Servants. Both the Na- 
ture of God beſ and the Covenant of Grace 
promiſes, Favour to them: Foraſmuch as they are 
conſiſtent with the ſincere Performance of our Du- 
ty, with God's Approbation of our Carriage, and 
= with a well-grounded Confidence of being reward- 
| ed by him hereafter. We muſt be ftriving after 
PerfeCtion in Duty, and that Strife ſufficiently en- 
gages God to pity unavoidable Defects in falling 
ſhort : Nor is there any Arriving at the Perfection 
that is required of us deſective Creatures as a Duty, 
without ſome Mixture, more or leſs, of Imper- 
fection ; that is a Part of, and inſeparable from, 
our Nature, as long as we continue in earthly Ta- 
bernacles. In Truth, abſolute — 
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_ dering out of the Path of Duty, < 


wiſhed for, but was 


IIA vours in 
them with all our Power, and a wing 
obſerve them better. For Man, 
Woman, to be totally exempt 


11 


* 
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= 
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8 
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to trip often, and fall ſometimes | 
neſs or Inadvertency, Surpriſe or Weari i 
than human Imbecility can make 
to be more than Man: No 
h ever attained unto it; not the great 
himſelf, who, on the contrary, declares 
ſelf, that he had not attained the Perfection 
ing himſelf out, 
panting aſter it in heavenly Places. — During our 
Reſidence here in the Fleſh,” the Life and Domi- 
248 flouriſh and maintain = 
every w ranſgreſſion urged b 
Fleſh, the World, or the Devil, 5 


381 


Fe 


eb 
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Aa 


of thoſe Frailties of Fleſh and Blood, that are na- 
tural to, and unſurmountable by us. If we pray with 
the Pſalmiſt in general, to be cleanſed from theſe 
ſecret Faults, ſo inherent to our lapſed State, la- 
* from our Pre- 


caution, 


againſt us ; which is that Kind of C 
able to cover a Multitude of Sins. 


- 


tin Conſideration that we 
= _ + many and great Dan- 


the Frailty of our Nature, 
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cannot always 
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native Inclinations were all 1 Red 

Saas 95. Righteouſneſs for 

without iſinclination hr 

ration from it ; whertas now { and 

s being Cautions, an . * 
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God 

they) 


ne Infirmity lated and dfingiſted. 29 
2 our Inclinations 2 and 15 


| as habitual Com liance with the Regularity of the 
Spirit and the Commandments as they direct, de- 
= notes us ſpiritual, ee And 

in this Senſe of connatural ingen def dhe Epil. 
it is true what St. Paul ſays a i 
to the Romans, finger: erg 3 
that we do; ad what we would, that we do not 
being not we that do it, but Sin that dwelleth in 
: $0 _ —_ but how to perform 1 


74 no. 


the eafier Yoke of the Goſpel 3 but there is no 
Room here to make that out. Mean time, it is 


nities 
DOSY SS, woes wp og Buc 
where the Rule of our Obedience is open 
known, and our own Conſcience and the Spirit of 
God join together (as they ordinarily do join toge- 
22 | 

omit 
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30 SERMON IL 
omit the Performance, is a deliberate preſumptu- 
ous Crime againft Conſcience, and againſt the Spi- 
rit of God: But in caſe it proceeds from unavoid- 
able Ignorance, Inconſiderateneſa, or licity 
of lawfal Buſineſs, or preſent Indiſpoſition of Body, 
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22 - SERMON IL 
our Obſervation little; our Inadvertencies innu- 
merable ; our Reſolutions weak ; 1 
1 full of Variety _ 


Irrer and ape the 2 Cog 


convenient for us, 3 * 27 
mities weaker and weaker. And when we go on 
in the Power of his Might to do what we can, we 
— We, in char Cafe, — all cha 
». We, in that 
„„ tons 
in the Regions y riumph, perfect 
Strength, and great Glory. Foraſmuch as theſe 
Infirmities below are permitted to us for our Good, 
= our Recompence hereafter, to breathe 
irtue here, to ſtretch our Hopes to future 
Thinks croutons) upon God the 
firmer upon our Belief, and engage our Igvocation 
E oi Iii, 
thus , us wil 
| not lathe to us from the Favour of our 
Cod, but well conſiſt with our Growth in 
Er 
| ion, our 
| heavenly Kingdom. "Yr 
3 But here theſe following Remarks are carefully 
A 


1. That Sins of Infirmity e. can has no Refer- 
ence to the plain, legible, moſt important Rule 
of our Duty and Behaviour before God and Man, 
the Violation oftheſe muſt neceſſarily be wilful-and 
inexcuſable. Helpleſs unavoidable Ignorance; 
where there are no Opportunities of Information, 
nor for will indeed meet with 

; Allowance at the final Day of Accounts from 
im, whoſe very — Characteriſtick in 
* ee eee 
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ingly very juſtly eſtimat 


Sins of Infirmity ftated and diſinguiſbed 33 
thoſe that are out of the Way ; r 
of his Followers is wilful and affected, 


ely 
keeping out of the Way of the Knowledge of their 


Chriſtian Covenant and its Obligations, in order 
not to conform to or comply with the ſame, 
will be ſo far from excuſing or abating, that it will 
be the very Aggravation and r of their 
Fooliſhneſs and Sin: Being in real: ump- 
tuous an Offence againſt the Kind caven, 
and as great a Contem of the 
— iel. Ties * illingl gp 
committ e willingly Ignorant are 
<1 in the Records of 

t Salvation, as wilful Sinners againſt God and 
their own Souls; and therefore there is but little 
Hopes for ſuch who perſiſt and careſs themſelves 

in groſs Ignorance of the grand ſaving Truths, and 
[ate $i. Precepts of our holy and eaſy Religion; 
eaſy in all Things abſolutely neceſſary to be learn- 
wah any that can read, nay, by any that cannot 
read, if they will but ask veftions, and defire to 
be informed by their more knowing Friends and 
Neighbours ;. if they will but ſhew ſo much Reſpect 
to public Religion, as quly to attend the Inſtruc- 
tions of the Church, and uſe their common Reaſon 
and Memory about theſe heavenly Things of EVEr- 
laſting Moment, as they are want to do in worldly 
Matters; upon thoſe Days and Times eſpecially 
which are 
from worldly, to thoſe heavenly Purpoſes. How 
then can any, 'the meaneft of the Peop of common 
Underftanding in our Country, that ſo much a- 
bounds with Light and Knowledge, have the Face 
to pretend and offer that as a Plea for 
their groſs mmoralities, their common but exe- 
crable Profaneneſs? Can they believe or 2 
otherwiſe, but that their 8 will be rejected, and 


2 
of the Knowledge 
ir Parts, as can well be 
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apart by the Laws of God and Man, 55 
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loving Darkneſs rather than Light, 
Profuſion of Light was come unto them. And if 


ſee and hear; and if there is no obeying and prac- 


they reckoned upon as their Excuſe, muſt neceſlk- 


rarer 
FER 


34 SERMON I. 
they charged at the laſt Day, as impious Contem- 
ner GG! and their own Sark, 8 Fog 

a 


none ate ſo blind and deaf, as thoſe who will not | 


without previous Knowledge of „ and 
1 in this Land tins? what 


prove their greater Condemnation. 
I1. Let it be remarked in the next Place, that 
what may bear the Name of Sins of Infirmity, and 
admit of Excuſe in forme Perſons, in ſome Circum- 
ſtances and Caſes, may yet in other Perſons, in other 
Circumſtances, be truly reckoned in the Number of 
ilfulneſs and Preſumption. 
Specialities of 


Ane nac id mani 6d) plain, Tranſgreſſion 
becomes a Sin of Infirmity, a ſecret Fault; but in 
another more knowing, it aſſumes the Character of 


- 
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k Hs 


Sins of Infirmity ſtated and diſtinguiſhed. 3% 
which meaſures the Guilt and Obliquity of the Of- 
fence before God, , who will rate it accordingly, and 
| one of us either guilty or guiltleſs, as 


| it is fi 
] 

g 

A nings of Anger,” Contention, Ps 

| fion becomes evil by Exceſs, muft be watched and 
: 


| tended to, ** 
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Infirmity for ſo doing (as is the Caſe of cuſtomary 


Naughtineſs, and ſuch a Habit in the Courſe of 


pute it to but himſelf. If he fins as it were natu- 


his deplorable. Ruin. For a Habit in Sin takes 


he has mortgaged his Redeemer, he has ſold out 


and conſequently voluntary; for being wilful in 


preted to be choſen alſo in the Growth and Iflues 
of them; for we are ever and moſt juſtly to be ac- 


365 SERMON IL 
to diſtinguiſh and conduct ourſelves in the Courſe 
for the Miſchiefs and Follies that are like to follow 
after ; for it may be a Frailty at the firſt 
Riſe, by Perſeverance, it will certainly become 
finful. — Therefore, neither in the iraſcible or 
concupiſcible Affections of our Nature, is that to be 
reckoned a Sin of Weakneſs and Infirmity which 
we fall into: by an habitual Neglect of the proper 
Means, and appointed Preſeryations that would 
have ſecured us from it —— Neither he that offends 
out of Strength of evil Cuſtom and Habit, and per- 
haps does not know that he offends, can plead his 


Swearers and L. jars); for the Habit was both ſinful 
and preventable in its firſt Acts, and therefore if 
he has wickedly taken Pains to ſuperinduce upon 
himſelf a controuling Habit of ſuch Superfluity of 


Things grows into ſecond Nature, and ſo has per- 
verted the Nature that God has given, into oge 
that is worſe 3; he has none to accuſe, none to im- 


rally and neceſſarily, and unknowingly, he may 
thank himſelf for it, his acquired Infirmity becomes 


away, as it were, a Man's Right and Title of re- 
covering himſelf out of it; and therefore it is moſt 
elegantly expreſſed in Scripture I » that 
ſuch a one has /o/d himſelf to work Wickedneſs; 


the Equity of Redemption.—Theſe, and ſuch: as 
_—_ are Occaſions * Sin of our own making, 


the Beginning and Original, they muſt be inter- 


counted, before God and W 1 


| 


Sins of Infirmity ſtated and diſtinguiſhed. 37 
whatever follows from a Cauſe of our own making. 
In the fifth and laſt Place, | 3 
_ iſcuouſly obſerved by all here pre- 
ſent, that the Wicked and Profane, who delight. 
and allow themſelves in Sin, muſt not, ought not 
to take any Umbrage from hence, to lefſen their 
Immoralities, or range their Impieties under the 
ſoft Name of Sins of Infirmity : Becauſe, fay they, 
the Good and Holy, with all their Endeavours, 
cannot live clear of all Sin, therefore we are all a- 
like. But it is moſt notoriouſly true againſt them, 
and they themſelves in their ſerious Thoughts are 
not able to gain - ay it, that the Nature of Things, 
the obvious Notions of Morality, and the common 
Reading of Scripture, all reclaim againſt ſuch a 
Confuſion of Characters; and that there is a vaſt 
and wide Difference with regard to each of them, 
between the Sins of one and the other. For is there 
no Difference, is there not a vaſt Diſtance (I pre- 
ſume to ſay Eaſt and Weſt, North and South,) in 
the Poſitions of Man's Behaviour, and the Points 
of human Conduct; infomuch, that the Tendency 
to the one is a Contrariety to the other ; and the 
Perſeverance in one, which is fite to Right, 
is the Conſummation, and not the Excuſe of being 
in the Wrong? Does not Morality and common 
| Senſe make a Difference between great and lit- 
tle Treſpaſſes? Does not r diſtinguiſh 
between Sins unto Death, thoſe that are 
not ſo? But becauſe very many of our 
Congregations are apt to take R where there 
is none to be found in the Goſpel of Chriſt, or that 
Covenant of Grace they confide in; and foraſ- 
much as the contrary Sins of Preſumption will 
beſt ſerve to illuſtrate thoſe of Infirmity and them- 
ſelves ; and as it is the beſt Caſuiſtry and Stability 
we can be Maſters of, to ET OO. 
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Chriſtian Obligations, and deſtructive of the 


and cut of all Hopes of Salvation fo long as 


33 SERMON IL 
of our Lives; I ſhould proceed to ſpeak 


of the 
more notorious Guilt of wilful and preſumptuous 
Sins; how "utterly inconſiſtent they are with our 


irit of God, 


are perſiſted in ; and that they are every 8 


plete with Folly, and upon al Accounts full of in- 
finite Danger and unſpeakable Hazard — * 
chis at another — 


divine Life ; that they alleviate the Spirit 


The Nature of profumprions Sins, as 
 diftinguiſbed from theſe of Infirmity; 
their beinous Guilt. ne e 


The ſecond Sermon on PS A L. Xx. 13, 13. 
Who can underſtand his Errors? Cleanſe thou me from 
2 Sb. FI =p i 
om ev the Danigon one me tes ien 
upright, J. be innocent from e great 
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from the 
cauſual Diſorder of others: All waich Cauſes bein 'S 


5 ed moreover, mu when Sins of 


40. SERMON UI. 2 


from the nt Union ofthe Body with the Sol 
ml Conſtitution of ſome, and the 


for the moſt part unavoidable, the Effects will 

Courſe be of the like Kind. As in the firſt Incite- 
ments to Sin; the Riſe and Starting of evil 
Thoughts in the Mind at all Seaſons ; the imper- 
fect Manner of ing our moſt Spiritual Du- 
ties ; the caſual Commiſſion of ſome raſh and im- 
Acts; and in many Omiſſions, with re- 


ortunities of doing Good, or of ſome 


to 


| Chommilances of -the Good we dill, which would 


have added to, and made it much better. : Some, 


or all of which, more or leſs, have been, and e- 


ver will, be, incident to the very beſt Chriſtians; 
Nor are they to be avoided, or wholly maſtered, 

by the wiſeſt, during our State of Imperfection 
in the Body ; which Body, at the Original Crea- 


tion, was ordained an Helpmeet to the Soul, in 


Duty and Service to God ; but 'after Sin entered 
thro? bodily Appetite, the Equilibrium, or Balance, 
has, in Fact, been altered, and the Body has ever 
ſince been a Clog to that Perfection of Duty, which 

the Soul of Man throughout all the Regions of the 
Earth naturally pants after, — And, as I made it 


appear, from the Nature of the Gol] pel Covenant, 


that, as long as they are unp leaſing to, and refiſt- 
ed by us, they arg truly pin ble and perhaps, as 


_ eaſily forgiven of God, as they are committed by 


us ; by us, eſpecially ftriving againſt them, and 
not ing their Progreſs; and, that they are | 
on our Part, by Prayers to be cleanſed in 
general of all thoſe numberleſs Faults : Ix 


began to take mputation wilful Sins; as 
1 d from a choſen 3 from 
hs a A os delighting in the pri- | 

mary 


ts 4. uy (0 wh 


myſelf of it, in diſcourſing, | 
T. Of the Nature of pre umptuous Sins, as dif- 


Y. ps * 3F | | TH 1 


the 
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mary Suggeſtions and Occaſions of Iniquity ; from 
a wilful Neglect of the Means to ſuppreſs and con- 
quer them; or from ſuch a. ſuper-induced Habit 


and Cuſtom of Sinning, which ſcarcely knows 


when it fins, and much leſs knows how to deſiſt: 


Theſe are one of the ſeveral Degrees and Kinds of 
wilful and preſumptuous Sins in general, which I 
made myſelf reſponſible in my laft Diſcourſe to 


treat of at this Time. And I am about to acquit 


fering from thoſe of Infirmity. 
II. The enormous Guilt of them; their tremen- 
duous Danger, and the prodigious Folly and 
| Fallacy of the Grounds they proceed upon. 


It is of an unſpeakable evil Conſe 
Souls of Men in the Examination themſelves, 
and their Title to Heaven, to miſtake and miſcal 
wilful Sins of Preſumption, by the ſoft, favour- 
able Name, of Sins of Infirmity: Becauſe ſuch a 
Miſtake perſiſted in, fatally ſilences the Checks, 
and, at laſt, ſhuts up the Mouth of Conſcience ; 
EF Repentance and Amendment, as a need- 


to the 


$ Thing, and fo effectually excludes from Hea- 
ven, And the Favour and Fruition of God; whilſt 


the Singer, by fo 3 
ſelf, fondly 
ſumes on a 
the 


dreams of a ſure Title, and vainly pre- 

Intereſt in both, contrary to all 
Conditions, Aſſurances, and Hopes of 
Self- deceit is the ſweeteſt and com- 


an Impoſition upon him- 


- 


moneſt in human Life; and the Sin of ones 


Complexion, (and no Man living is without a 
Biaſs and Tendency to it, ſome more than to others,) 
1s the greateſt Flatterer in the World ; the Aﬀec- 
tions being gained over, and too much devoted to 
it, the Judgment is warped, is moſt unwilling 


224 Pai i tO err.” 


* 
| 


cies of preſum 
vident 


that is falſely agreeable, and continually deceiving 
us— Now theſe Sort of Iniquities ſufficiently deſ- 
cribe themſelves to the Conſcience of the Offender, 
(for God, juſt and due in all his Ways and Dif. 


Conſcience, that divine Monitor, that: 


wes Ori of and in 
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7 to be convinced where the Truth is diſpleaſing. and 


is fo much 


againſt the Grain of the preſent In- 


dulgence, that 1 10k very partial, of 
blind of chat Side ; extreme! 


oy © ns Oy 
Thing that can be ſaid, or he of, in Eren 
and Mitigation of it. A Boſom Favourite is of 
r and itis ſo difficult 
to part with, that the Majority chuſe to dic in its 
Embraces. To remedy this, it is worthy of our 
common Safety, to e Noon po Spe- 
iquĩties, and level all the e- 
of 2 deadly Enemy 
within us, which is too much countenanc' d, and too 
often liſtened too, under the Diſguiſe of a Friend 


coveries to Man, has not left himſelf without Wit- 
neſs and Diſtinction of thoſe Paraſites of our Peace 
and Happineſs, which are really aur Enemies, and 


for that eaſon his z) that is, as oft as any one fins 


againſt the Rebukes of his own Mind, the 
vious Diſſuaſions, and rA tN pat 

Jute of 
the inward Peace, that minor Judge of God's Truth 
and Righteouſneſs ſet up in every E 


Memory and 
and of his once 


Demonſtration of the Fall of 


better priſtine State. This Apa univerſal clear 
EAI 
mation of the other over the Face f. the whole 


Inti- 


againſt the clear Know and 
Recollection of the te lr Loomis and 


manding or prohibiting the direct contrary to what 


is about to be committed, or omitted; when, notwith- 
ſanding Life and Death, Heaven and Hell, the 


* 
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and the Favour of God are believed, with- | 


44 SERMON III. 
wholly prevent it. But theſe of Preſumption, are 
Violions with Eyes open, Reaſon looking on, and 
_ Conſcience reclaiming all at the ſame Time, and 
againſt the ſame Action. The other were lided 
into of a ſudden, or in a Paſſion ; theſe, with 
Pauſe, and fome Deliberation, and taking Advice 
firſt of Pager ogg then * fob 
and, after hearing prefering er to 
former ; and all Deliberation in the in ward Man 
es ſome riſon of Fears and Hopes; 
ſome Arguings and n the Motives of 
Action, and the Difference Action; it includes 
a weighing and'poizing together the Deſires of the 
Fleſh and the Sfirie irit, demanding contrary Things. 


One is done wit thinking upon God, or Recol- 
lection of the other the Light 
of each, puts them both under a Buſhel, 


. whilſt he es his i Appetites for the 
Fleſh al Word. The former intended not to 
offend the Almighty and moſt merciful Father; 
but the preſumptuous Sinner, not forgetting him, 
dr his Commandments, is reſolved to pleaſe and 
gratify himſelf, let who will be diſpleaſed at it, 
and let what wilt come of it ; and for ſo long ſets 

up his Will _ God's, fins with an high Hand, 
445 with a ſtiff Neck withdraws his Obedience, and 
flies out into Rebellion.— Sins of the firft Sort be- 
ai Mig 2 de K 
Wea argue and ſe Inadvertency 
of Mind, or not ſo ee and We. 
ſtery over the [Paſſions : But che preſumptuous 
Kind beſpeaks the Tranſgrefſor to be touched with 
Wickedneſs in Grain, and a 
in the Vitals of his Morality ; 
his elective Faculty of God and Evil; 1 8 
Ward Man, the Root of good or bad Fruit; the 
Fountain of the Soul, or clear Streams of his Con- 
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verfation. But in from the Will of its 
how can the Will of Man aſſume to be 
auy Rule or Juſtification of any Thing that differs 
from the other? Is not the Will of God ſtated and 
ſettled in the relation of Things many Ages be- 

other? Is it not its Author, , and 


r 
grows wilful, and refractory to Direction, and acts 
in Oppoſition to the other, and in Spite of all 


2 Monitions, and Diſſuaſives to the 


cantrary, is inflexible from evil Courſes, this conſti- 


tutes Sin in its higheſt Degree, and makes it become 
exceeding ſinful... And the more any Tranſgreſ- 
fon  partakes of this, the more 5 and 


black, the leſs excuſable and more damnable it is: 


Ie muſt needs be of the deepeſt Dye of Pollution, 


of the largeſt Size 2 Turpitude, 
and of the heavieſt; Load and Weight of Guile, 5 


Becauſe ſuch Iniquiĩty alters the very Conſtitution and 
ion of the Soul, ſubverts its Love and Re- 
gard for God, and intercepts God's Love and Fa- 


vour towards it: They are the Sins unto Death, 


which ſink the Sinner i to the Perdition and 
Deſtruction of ungodly Men, in caſe a particular 


22 Repentance, and an effectual Amendment, ' 


not prevent; if God, 


peradventure, ſhould 


is right and beſt, the invariable Standard of our 
and the Pole- Star of our conſtant Obſerva- 


oath n. after — ſinned in ſo 


au- 
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. end contin ſo to do by a 
long Habit. — But Sins of Tnfirmity deprave wot 

me, or Religion of the Soul, nor viciate 
_ its Sincerity and Integrity ; they weigh light, tho 


oy 3 
they are many, in the Balance of the Goſpel z theyß 


intercept not the Light of God's nor 
the Intercourſe of the Aids of the Spirit now, nor 
damage the Aſſurance of a bleſſed R 

| . | Tho” all Men an 

ſhort of their Duty, and that 

conſiſted in making Man once upright, and capa 
of committing no Manner of Fault; yet this fu 


ficiently maintains the Diſtinction between Saints 
and Sinners, he Righteous and Ungodly: At 

they are as different in their Sins; u they ſhall be 
hereafter in their States of Heaven and Hell. For 
no ſincere Chriſtian, or Servant of God, ' (tho* he 
may have been guilty once or twice) can bear long 
with himſelf in continuing to tranſgreſs after the 
Similitude of preſumptuous Crimes, which the other 
lives in, and eres to be a Slave to; notwith- 
ſtanding he ſometimes feels the inward Pain of con- 
demning himſelf for his Folly and Wretchedneſs*: 
But the fiacere Chriſtian condemns himſelf effectu- 
ally into Repentance and Relinqui | 


* 
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rr 
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chat lives and dies in the outward Profeſſion, and 
yet indulges 22 F Fr or 

ow or, in Parity 
D not @ Chriſtian, who is one out- 
wardly, neither is that Baptiſm which is outward in 
the Bleſs": n who is one ürward- 
and tn the Liter, Prajje is not of Men, 
but 
Adic wa 0 be obſerved by us all, that 
one ſuch Sin, being of the deadly Kind, continued 
in, and unforfaken by R and Amend- 
ment, HTS no ET OT 
ſurely 1 


to be 


capes wor by timely Repentance, ned Alteration of 
this Life, is faſt in that Snare of the Devil, and 
for ſo long ceaſes to be penitent or religious; he 


remains the Servant of Sin, a Prey to che Devil, 


A 


reform us from; it ſuppoſes and includes the 
of the whole Law. For, | 
with himſelf in breaking one” Command- 
(his Conſcience reclaiming and 

the Commiſſion of that Action, and the Vio- 


. 


; 


MT 


1 


int and” Difſuafive, 


was incompe- 
& * reſpect to one 82 
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„ it can be of no greater Power, 
and will be as little in any other; becauſe 
it preſides equally over all, and is not leſs, nor leſs 

valid in one, than it is in er. 

Ho certain is 3 rohe Sin, of 
every one here ent, to give the Alarm, 

ſince it is that which ſo. eaſily beſets them, and is 
ſo apt, and does ſo often, in fact, cheat them into 
an Opinion, that it is a Sin only of Infirmity, as 
being 1 a Favourite with them, and their 
| _ Inclination. deeply en aged with it; 
(and but a Favourite, or falſe Friend, we 
know, is able to prevail with a wiſe Perſon, to 
give into any Meaſures that are eventually rainous !) 
And, as every one has their Infirmity, even the 
bdeſt of People, who go to Heaven, they alſo haye 
for Admiſffion thither, whilſt they gra 
ſelves therein, and never think of forſaking, as long 
as they can enjoy it. Is it not a little one, ſays the 
bribed Underſtanding, is it not a ſingle one, ſays 
the laviſh. corrupt Conſcience, and my Soul ſhall 
live? But let God and Reaſon ask, why it is a 


little one 2 They have nothing to ay, but be- 


coy they have a great Affection 1 it. 2 
| neſtion is put, how long it will be a 

"ED have — a Word » anſwer, but muſt 
contradict themſelves ; for Sin being the Engine 
of the Devil, having once got Feoting, is not 
idle and ſolitary, but preſently multiplics and for- 
tifies itſelf according to its treacherous Nature: Like 
a Thief, that is come to rob your Houſe, he o- 
pens the Doors, and lets nge en. 
—berefore, 1d 
of Door by every attentive Soul here preſent.— 
For, E forb1 _ that 
which you would fain make-the Excuſe, becomes 
Ga Teſt and Teſtimony . of your Obedience. 
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5 - SERMON I. 
4 Hand, or Right Eye, Sin.——Be not, I beſeech 
1 you, Brethren, deceived with this defeated Fallacy 
of Sin, but believe the true Teacher of our Danger, 
and of our Happineſs ; that one of thoſe Sins, un- 
forfaken, will ſpoil all our Religion, and compleat- 
ly Hopes of Heaven. Whilſt the Soul 
_ delighteth, or goeth on in ſuch ſenſual, worldly 
Gratifications, as are declared IRS 


There are others, who continue in wilful 
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is to expect hereafter : Then all oldie Maike, 
Signs, or Tokens of Election to eternal Life, Re- 
generation, Pangs of the New Birth, &c. muſt be 
fanciful and pretended ; can be no other than the 
Invention of Man, and a dangerous Deluſion to 
thoſe who truſt to them. 

Is nor St. Jabn (1ſt Epiſt. iii. 75 8. Sc.) very 
explicit, with reſet to Chriſt and his Merits ? 
FWheſoever abideth in Chriſt finneth not; and whoſoever 
finneth (lives in a Courſe of preſum Sin) bas 

nuot ſeen Chriſt, nor known bim. And, with reſpect 
of being the Elec, or Children of God : Tn this the 
5 22 and the Children of the Devil are 
 manifeſt-: He that doth not Righteouſneſs is not of God: 
He that ir born of God, ſinneth not; neither, indeed, 
can be. i, e. Notwithſtanding he may be obnoxious 
to Infirmities, and commit ſome Sins "not unto 
Death; yet the ſpiritual Life, which was regene- 
rated from the Seed, or Word of God, may never- 
Z theleſs remain in him; and fiich is << the bowind 
** Frame of Heart and Diſpoſition of his Spirit, as 
| | renders Sin exceeding odious and hateful to him, 
1 | ſo that he cannot entertain the Thoughts of doing 
K il it without the utmoſt Deteſtation, and the 
Horror; and ſo can very rarely, and only 
 Surprize, or Want of due Deliberation, , or thro? 
ſuch violent Tem as prevent or hinder his 
Conſideration, be obnoxious to Sin; and when he 
comes to conſider of ſuch an Action, is 
condemning himſelf for it, bitterly repenting, 'and 
5 for the Future watching moſt carefully Ie”. 
And here it may be req ron, I IN- 
ing of the Nature and Kind umptuous Sins, 
. before wap! comes. Danger of 
them, ve, That there are Degrees in theſe 
more or leſs of Preſumption and Malig- 
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Il. Pro F enor- 
jive © by. of them, . = | 
ger, e prodigious Folly and "FE 

the Grounds proceed upon. 


.. With reſpe& to the Guile, er Words may kit: 
With ee he faid. . Now, the Guilt 
— meaſured from the Tendency 7 
gut wilful Sins have to do any Injury to God: for 
that is impoſſib poſſible, and needs no Proof ; and, there- 
Tee, fays the Sinner i in his Heart, r 0d. 
a ee to be ſo diſpleaſed, and relent it 
18 A Rate 27 Preachers repreſent the Matter 
from Scripture,; fince he is not, nor can be in the 
| 9 whe. in Ee n Hopgy: f 
But the Sinner is to know this a 
5 333 Mai, and Creature of God's 
at will get him. right in the true Reaſon 0 15 
t. his r conſiſts in the Stubbornneſs 
Qorinel. of his Temper; 1 in not e 
's, but ſetting up his arti, 
zgainlt his Maker's, as; fitter ta 
13 Government over 1 5 
1329 ern SOVern by him; tho”. the 
hs. zoral Goyerament over Man, and 
| 92 ws and Rules of it, conſiſt in ngchigg 
A rin (heir vey Met ion to our 


| our Happineſs in this War 
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and thro? what Mediator our Peace is ſettled with 


Man's Trial, and when the Time of our Pro- 
and how uncertain a „ 1 5 
5 
obedient in this 8 
wie" ot any Preterice to Wiſdom, is loſt and 
periſhed as to himlelf, in his Folly and Preſump- 
tion, in either p 

the Fndurances of a Sh 


the great unſpeakable. 


Com iſon of 


Seaſe Econ of 


evermore. - Now, if the headſtrong 
Son of every Chriſtian, contravenes all and 
thoſe great and gracious 

it ſets up itſelf to contradict and ſubvert theſe vieſ- 
ſed Laws and Policies of Heaven for our Salvation 
from Miſery, and Entrance into everlaſting 


you muſt needs acknowledge the Guilt to be hei- 


tures, yourſelves being Judges, nay, tho? your- 
ſelves are Parties. ——<Fhey-muſt, be Scoundrels in 
Guilt, and abandoned Proffirutes ini Iniquity,(which 
I hope and belieye.nan@here'are, Who can 
that, what is fo 
of Things, 


and has the Ir to ſe God 


g the whole orld, his 
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and our. Sin pardoned, and what is to be 
dro on our Part to effect it; where is the Stage 


referring. the Pleaſures, or fearing | 
which is enſuing, and gun 2 our Portion for- 


every of 


Feli- 
city, you cannot ſurely think it a ſmall Matter; 


nous, yea, very notorious, before all rational Crea- 


imagine, 
great a Contradiction to the Reafon 


the black Liſt of Excluſion out of Heaven, in caſe 
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The Danger of prefumptuous Sins, 61 
Darkneſs, bow great is that Darkneſs ? Sogreat, as 


it implics there is no Compariſon, and that the 
Loſs of Sight in the bodily Eye is nothing to it. 


This is meant of the and habitual Perver- 
firy of Sinning againſt Light. And not only the 


Man are counter- acted and perverted alſo by it, to 
. * 
he naturally hates, and loves Darkneſs* rather than 
Lili, becauſe bis Deeds are cuil. There muſt then 
be ſome gradual Progreſs to this unnatural and moſt 
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Folly and Fallacy which 1 mentioned of the 
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har the Instant che Sinner reſolves to continue in 
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{wer all the Occafions and has for Sin. 
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runs the Courſe of his Iniquity, pleaſed with him- 
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Refuge and Reer, as the Arms of God's Mercy, 
always open to receive him, when he ſhall return 
E N he proceeds and | 
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us eat and drink for To-morrow we die, hich dee 
any Uſe at all of the Goſpel ; but in the Phraſe of 
the wrong - headed bad-hearted Chriſtian making 
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With — the firſt Head, it is plain from 
the Words before us, that the declared Deſign of 
God's long · ſuffering Goodneſs is to lead Men to 
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In many, he proffers all proper Means and 5 
his Return. In others he receives him kindly up- 
on Repentance, goes out to meet him more than 
half Way upon his Return. And not in one Place, 
but every where, he certifies our erring and ſtraying 
Condition, how abundant he is to wipe out Tranf: 


though of the deepeſt Dye. He would 
p Fhce ons that does nor keep Bis Word in his 


Sinner to Favour. He renews his Invitations, and 
not only renews but thoſe with ardent En- 
| treaties to be Friends with him, 'who him 
to his Face; ſo patient is he Day by Day, the? we 
PRO Roy Day. To be fo ſtrangely good 
_ — Diſobedient and — — when our 

lappineſs is not, cannot poſſibly ny Manner 
of Addition to bis, is hat glories God like Si 
of overcoming out Evil with his Good, which a- 
mazes all Men, whilſt it ners fome!— He is 
Debtor to none of us in Mercy; no, on the con- 
frary, we are all Defaulters and "Debtors to his 
Juſtite.——And was he not more concerned for 
the Sinner's Recovery than he is for himſelf, by 
giving him more Time to conſider better, and re- 
flect more with himſelf what Miſery he perſiſts to 
chuſe, and what Felicity he continues to refuſe, we 
Thould, alas! long ago have forfeited the one, and 
And to make all this effectual, he fo loved the 
World, lying in Wickedneſs,' as to ſend his only 
begotten Son' to die à Propitiation on Earth, and 
be a Mediator in Heaven, for every repenting and 
_ reforming Sinner over the Face of the Earth, and 
to become the Inſtructor of and — 
are acquainted with his Revelation. But 38 I have 
elſe where amply treated of this moſt - alfefting,' #bis 
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ſet in them to do Evil, is ſo very horrible #- 
verſeneſs and Milbehaviour in a rational | 


1 — and caſt 
behind us, deſerves to be ealled by „ 
ther than that of Chriſtian, of Man, Reaſon, 
a Pretence to Reaſon.— Who can Name a Diſpo- 
Arion in the World worſe than that, Which will 
not by Kindneſs, nor heatken to its on 
| Intereſt, nor ſoſten a little, nor receive ſome Im- 
from the continual Diſtillation of Benefits ? 
In what Country was it born? and who are its Re- 
_ lations? The Sori tells you, they are the 
Offspring of the nether Mill-Stone, muſt own the 
Rock for their Father, and the Stone for their 
Brother. And who is able, from Fleſh and Blood 
eurn'd into theſe Stones by hardy: Wickedneſs, and 
obdurate Continuance in Iniquity, 
to raiſe up Children unto Abrabam? Not Man, but 
willhot.---- 
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evil Courſes, as the Prodigal did ; and 
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God will be any more 
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your Preſumption upon God's 


ing Falſhood and Perfidy of 
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98 SERMON V. | 
Probation, has not your Delay increaſed your Work | 
of Salvation, leflened your Inclination to begin 
_ it, and your Ability to go through it? Behold the 
Snares of Sin encom encompaling you by Cluſter, and 

lying in wait for your ion But the 

moſt deſtructive and deplorable Fallacy of all is, 
ſhould be provoked by continual Obſti- 


Jn reprobate Mind 
nacy, to give Sinner up to a c 3 
then he is loſt to 

ol bei 

that he v 


all Conviction, and any Capacity 
being undeceived. God's Word has affured us, 
will not always ftrive with the Stubborn and 
Rebellious ; that there is a Time when he will ſhew 
bende thet walk 3 that 
he will laugh at their Calamity, who laugh at. his 
affeftionate Warnings and who ſet at 
naught his Counſels, and would have none of his 
Reproofs z that he will, in his Turn, deſpiſe thoſe 
and their Cries, who go on, in.the fame Verſe of 
the Text, to deſpiſe the Riches of his Goodneſs, 
lb Ne — * 333 
rible not I not bei 
led by the Goodneſs of God to a timely R 
_ tance, Every Body is ſenſible of their Folly 
ſome time or other ; but it is with this Difference, 
che wiſe Man perceives it in Time, alters his Con- 
ZZ CN © 
vertaking him, but the Fool and perverſe Sinner. is 
ſenſible only when it is too late. God hath. cer- 


1 „ 
true Anſwer certainly is, with Fear and Trembling; 


* 


0 nner rer BW 
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I dare affure them they have not yet finned paſt all 
Foral- 


" ' = 


- - The Argument of God's Goodneſs confidered. g9 


to work out our Salvation with, God has certainly 
given the preſent 


ity for that Ong he 


owes no Man any 


in the Perverſeneſs of his Iniquicy, and add Sin to 
Sin,- ardning tir Hears God giving tem, 


them 
5 of Sl 


forſake t 
8 Call to-day, A! it 1s 1 - 25 


ity of Grace and Amendment : 


himſelf any n if any one will ll gon 
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'$ERMON| 
The Sixth. 


The Diſcretion Men ae * this 
Warld, a familiar Direftion 2 
attaining Heaven : And a 
* W 


| The Firt Semen n L. UKE xvi. t. ns 


. Far the Children this Werld are in their Generation 
| the Children of Light, 


wier 4 


yEFORE we enter into the 


principal 
+ r © y_ be T 
venient to premiſe a few Things 

Way of and Introduction, 
remmnng che Parable at > to _ —_ Read- 
Ing over, the Beginning of this Chapter to 
the Words under Conſideration, which are the Mo- 
ral of the Parable, the weighty and important Re- 
flection our blefitd Lord makes upon ir. Where- 
as it is ſaid in the Verſe b the Text, the Lord com- 
mended the unjuſt Steward, it is to be obſerved, 
1. That the Words are not in any Means to be fo 
applied, as to recommendathe underhand diſhoneſt | 
Practices of this Steward. You ive, it in the 


r 
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Life, their Being, 
and for the better comp 
It is an Injury to any 


s 
* 
5 


rr 


cities before their profeſſed Hope, and moſt;aflured 
| Faith, ſhould yet be found (for the moſt Part) leſs 
concerned and conſiderate, lefs ident and ac- 
tive in purſuing them to Foſſeſſio than- are the 
Children of this World in Purſuit of their little 
Advantages, low Projects for Triflles, for . Sha- 
dos, and for Moments. That theſe latter ſhould 
however uſe all Manner of prudential Ways, omit 
no ſort of Application or Induſtry, to ſecure their 
Object; who ſees not that this is a Piece of Wiſ- 
dom in which they outſtrip the other? Whether 
| they are wile or not in pitching upon ſuch Ends, i: 
nat the Queſtion ; but the Thing ſettled by the 
divine Reſolve in the Text is, that they proſecute 
them fitly and wiſely, with an effectuai ity, 
and determined Reſolution, not to miſs and fall 
ſhort of what they ſet their Heart upon: And, that 
this is to their Praiſe, and beſpeaks them Actors 
| conliftent with themſelves. To ſee, on the other 
Hand, the Children of Light fo tardy and remiſs, 
(a few only except) in their Endeavours after their 
2 Intereſt, as to make no Con- 
ſeience of counting it no Imptudence to fall ſhort 
in their Thoughts and Cares about it; ſo improyi- 
I, hut to be of all Things previouſly and 
particularly, deſerves our Thoughts and Care z and 

_ thew ſo little Wiſdom in the Managery of what 
| calls for the choicelt, the earlieſt, and moſt earneſt 
Application of our Powers. Is it not (Chriſtian 


People) an unworthy Remiſſneſs; is it not a dege- 
— 5 R 
bo n en — | 
ſiſtence, and abounding Improvidence, to 
be. ſtrairway amended ? For of this ſhameful Er 
For Miſconduct do we now ftand corrected 
in theſe Words of our Saviour ;. as many of us as 
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The — of this World 103 
profeſs ourſelves his Diſciples, and would paſs for 
Chriſtians, 


| Therefore, ſecondly, let it be briefly | 
chat the hae, ond, 1 is here — om | 


tion to their Portion of Inheritance : 


r N 
and to the Credence and 


of the latter ; 
” Ave, believe our « own Profeſſion, and defire 


4 


* 
* 
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its beſt Uſe and Application to Practice. Princi- 
pally and ofteneſt this latter Knowledge is an 
Acquaintance' both with the End to be purſued, 
and the right Means of purſuing it; and whene- 
ver the Means are ſuicably and 
then, and not before, it becomes Wiſdom, and 
bears that Denomination. - All the numerous Cha- 
racters and Paſſages in 


f 


not known, it is ſtiled Ignorance, in Oppofition to 


Knowledge; but when they are known, and are . 


fit to be, but are not, applied, Knowledge changes 


into Folly, When Wiſdom ſtands abſolutely, then 


it implies both the beſt End, and the beſt Means: 
Thus the Fear of God, and keeping his Commands, 
being the ſure and certain Way to our ſupreme End, 
is called by that goodly Name; and, 


peak it with all Reverence, why Chriſt is called 


the Wiſdom of God, is for applying the only pro- 


per Means for Man's edemption and Salvation. 
When Wiſdom is x. "oy with an Addition, then 
it ſigniſies no more 
teſt Means, whether the End be good, or whether 
it be bad: Thus in the Text, tbe Children of this 
World are wiſer than the Children of Light, i. e. 


they are more ſhrewd and intent, more ſtudious 


and thoughtful, in confulting, and more pertina- 
cious in applying the apteſt Means and Meaſures, 


Ways and Methods, for bringing their Ends to 
And now we are entering upon the main 


ſs. 
Dodrine, and going to hear the chief Leſſon which 
our Lord would have us learn from theſe Words, 


viz, That we make a ſpiritual Improvement of 


worldly Wiſdom, imitate and learn to manage our 
| heavenly Intereſt, and e our ſpiritual Con- 
cerns, with 'the like wife Providence, as —_ 


ly applied, 


Scripture that I can think of 
about Wiſdom or Folly, have an Aſpect to this 
pecifick Notation; when the End or the Means is 


ps, 1 


n a Sagacity in uſing the fit- 
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The Wiſdom of this World. 105 
Men do their carthly Aims and Purpoſes. Our 
Saviour kindly and moſt familiarly puts ns in a 
Way of obtaining Heaven, if we would but em- 
_ ploy the ſame Rules and Meaſures of Procedure as 
we are daily verſed in for worldly Affairs; he ap- 
peals, as it were, to the Manual of Directions in our 
own Hands for the managing of Buſineſs, and ſhews 
that wecould never miſs of Heaven, if we made but 
a Buſineſs of it. All the Beaſts in the Field have Skill 
and Capacity, Will and Induſtry, to compaſs the 
Things that Inſtin& direfts them to: Our Inſtinct, 
as Man, our Proſeſſion, as Chriſtians, is Immortali- 
ty 3 we have Skill, we have Wiſdom and Direc- 
tion, even to a Degree of Cunning and Shrewd- 
neſs: And what pity is it, that we ſhould be wiſe 
in every Thing, but where we ſhould be moſt ſo ? 
Or ſo miſ-ſpend our Policy and Prudence, as not to 
direct them to the beſt Things, the main Chance? 
The fame Carefulneſs, and good Management, 
which we abuſe, by confining and devoting whol- 
ly to little Thi * thereby traduce our own 
Vnderſtanding of Folly, ri directed, would 
| us (and without e too with any 
Fenn 
this World) the richeſt Treafure, the higheſt 
Honour, and divineft Pleaſure 3; the fame Rules 
and Pains, I ſay, which we obſerve, to get almoſt 
nothing preſent, and, in the End, everlaſting Per- 
dition, might become bleſſed Inftruments (and who 
would not think they ſhould be fo in the Hands of 
wiſe Men?) of gaining Heaven and everlaſting 
Happineſs, if we would uſe them to that Purpoſe : 
They fhall is us both Worlds, at one and the 
ſame Time. — This I am about to recommend to 
your Conſideration, by borrowing ſo much from 
yo Rules of Buſineſs and daily Conduct, as to 
their Application and Efficacy in the no- 
bleft Things. This is only to be done by 


ſhewi 
ſevera 
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ſeveral Steps and Meaſures of ordinary worldly 
Prudence, which are imitable by us, and transfer- 
able to our ſpiritual and principal Affair. In or- 
der to this, Wiſdom and Prudence, as they are the 
recta ratio agibilium, rerum expetendarum, fugien- 
da e ſcientia, may be divided into theſe two 
ge Parts and Offices : 


I. A Conſultation ; ; then a Reſolve 3 and next an 
nx of the Means to the End. | 
A Guard agai Conſequences that may 
| happen; and Foreſight of all probable Hin- 
derances, Dangers, and Pifficulties. 


Wboever attends to, df. theſe two Parts 
of his Afﬀair, whatever he aims at, humanly 
ſpeaking, ſecures his End, and gains his Point : 
And under theſe two Branches may moſt of the 
Rules of Practice in holy Scripture, which concern 
our general Calling as Chriſtians, be reduced. 
Firſt, Of the firſt g Head. 
h This is one Point of Wiſdom which the Chil- | 
dren of this World cuſtomarily ſhew forth, that 
when they have fixed upon an End, and are pro- 
feſſed in the Proſecution of it, they ſtudy to ac- 
quaint themſelves with the beſt Means, and what 
are the apteſt Methods, the ſhorteſt directeſt Ways, 
and moſt approved and Meaſures of fa- 
cilitating their Purpoſe. They conſult and adviſe 
with Books and Perſons that can give them any In- 
fight and Information : And, whenever they are 
wrong, are glad to be corrected, and ſet right a- 
gain: They love, and value thoſe that aſſiſt them 
in their Deſigns upon the World : They liſten with 
| Pleaſure, and hold him to be a dear Man, that 
would communicate to them a Project of certain 
Advantage, and ſhew them a certain infallible Way 
of ſeeurmng it: * 


ven 
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ven Tears Apprenticeſhip, to get a thorough Under- 
ſtanding of the particular Parts and Affortments, 
of the 2 and Difficulties, 2 and 
Slight o Occupation giye elves 
2 think the Time aud Boner all well laid 
out: Thus all Arts and Sciences, Trades and Pro- 
feſſions, though they. center in earthly Things, and 
aim only at providing Bread for this preſent, Life 
are ſtudied and thought worthy to be accurately 
known, that they may become Artiſts in their Wzy, 
and grow eminent in their Profeflion. This Con- 
duct of theirs is very fit to be tranſcribed into the 
Care and Obſervation of the Children of Light ; for 

without a competent Share of this Knowledge, they 
will ſtill be but Children of Darkneſs. Better 
than untaught. They muſt walk in the Paths of 

_ Chriſtianity, as the Blind walk, they know not whi- 
ther, ſtumbling and falling ; living to Chriſt, to the 
Glory of God by Chance, ing without 
Rule. Knowledge is as much the Light of the Soul, 
as the Eye is of the Body ; but of all Knowledge, 
this 1s the neareſt a-kin to us, and both moſt im- 
ports us, and importunes us moſt, to be conver- 
fant in, If we profeſs ourſelves Chriſtians, then we 
are alſo bound to it, to get a ſufficient Inſight, 
what is the Affair, the Covenant, and Engagement 
of a Chriſtian; as ſuch, where are his Directions, 
and what are his Privileges, his Scope, and Obliga- 
tions. For every one muſt needs be aſhamed know 
little or nothing of that he makes a Profeſſion, 
and he ought to be as much aſhamed to pin his Faith 
on another Man's Sleeve.. This is the Science of - 
Life; this is the Affair of an immortal Spirit: All 
other Knowledge in the Abſence of this is Dark- 
neſs or Ignorance, Impertinence or Amuſement. 
And, if it beſt deſerves our Pains, and the Atten- 
tion of our Mind to attain it, it may well, as it does 
| EX- 


103 SERMON VI. 


expreſly, require it at our Hands, and provoke us 


by all Means the Volume of the Book 
to an Acquaintance with ſuch a Guide; the moſt true 
and beſt ofall Friends to us inall Conditions of Life; 


it charges and invites to add to our Virtue Know- 


| ledge; to be underſtanding what the Will of the 
Lord is; to be fitted with all Knowledge, 
full Aſſurance of Underſtanding. We are obliged 


to prove all Things, in order to know, and hold 


_ faſt that which is beſt: We are told, that the Ex- 


cellency of Knowledge is, that Wiſdom giveth 
Life; that it exceedeth Folly as much as Light 
Darkneſs. How paſſionately does holy David pray 
for it; and his Son Solomon, from its Worth, how 
does he ſtimulate all Learners, to ſeek for it as Sil- 
ver, or ſearch for it as hid Treaſure ? Then ſhall 

ve underſtand that the Merchandize thereof is bet- 


ter than that of Silver, or of fine Gold. And the 


Author of Wiſdom aſſerts (ch. viii. 3, Sc.) That ſhe 
zs converſant with God; ſhe magnifieth her Nobility ; 
yea the Lord of all Things himſelf loved ber; for ſhe 
zs privy to the Myſteries of the Knowledge of God, and 
2 Lover of his Works. If Riches, is to 


be defired in this Life, what is richer than Wi. 


dom, that worketh all Things. 
A fecond ſubſequent Province of worldly Wil- 


dom, is, after it has ſearched out and deliberated of 


the Means, to take up a vigorous, effective Reſo- 
Jation to put them in ice. 1 am reſolved what 
J will do, ſays our unjuſt Steward, againſt I am 
turned out of my Stewardſhip ; and fo faid, fo 
done with him. The Children of this World are 
firm and ſtedfaft to their Project; they are intire 
In their Dan Ne nt 
their Reſolution, but are one with „ un- 


divided, and undiftracted what to do, and which 


Way to take ; they collect all the Force of their 


to the 
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Mind to what they are about, and purſue it with 
all their Heart, with all their Soul, with all their 
Strength ; they keep the Scope they have taken 
ſteady in View, and make all Things bend and be- 
come devoted to bring it to paſs z and in this View 
they govern their Actions, direct their Way, and 
animate their Steps, as certainly as a upon 
an Expedition to a Place ſets out, goes ſtraight on, 
and makes the beſt of his Road, let Wind and 
Weather do their worſt. But for the Children of 
Light, it is not ſo with them : How many of them 
ſpend their whole Life in deliberating how to live, 
and not coming to a Reſolution, whether they 
ſhall finally cleave to this World, or to God, till 
Death ſurpriſe them in the Heſitation? How many 
more ſet out with faint half es, and, in Con- 
ſequence of the ſame, turn afide out of the Way 
they ſhould walk in? They waver and fluctuate 
hither and thither, from this to that; looking one 
Way and rowing another, for want of the ſteady 
Compaſs of Reſolution to ſteer by; they fail up and 
down, and are toſſed too and fro, troubled at their 
own Inconſtancy, and are at their Wits End, by 
reaſon of their irreſolute Life. It is very neceſ- 
fary, therefore, that they ſhould copy after the 
other, and learn to be as firm and inflexible, as 
true and conſtant to their noble Reſolves, as the o- 
ther are to their terrene paultry ones. Was Hea- 
ven as much in our ſettled Purpoſe, and we in 
as good earneſt reſolved upon the Acquiſition of it, 
as of an carthly Advantage, we ſhould ſucceed 
with an infinitely greater Certainty than in the other. 
For, in worldly Propoſals, whatever we may pro- 
miſe ourſelves, and reckon upon as certain, after 
the beſt concerted Methods, and utmoſt Pains-ta- 
king, there is no one Thing eventually certain; 
the Providence of God may, and does ſtop Pro- 
ceedings, and intercepts the Battle 2 
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the Race from the Swift, Favour from Men of Skill, 
and Bread from Men of Underſtanding ; Di 


22 very wholeſome for bringing us to t 


wledge of ourſelves, and of him that governs 


us; of him that purpoſely intended to awaken us to 
ſhape our Courſe after, and place our Confidence in 
better Things: Things that are ours; and for which 


* — 
be a Diſappointment, if we are true to the wine 
and faithful Performers of the Terms upon 


God will be your never-failing Helper. Let yours 
be the Care, and the Care will be ſucceeded as ſure 
as in he js Heaven, And it is not worth while to be 
regular and ſteady to ſuch an Intereſt, and to ſquare 


all our Actions from the Determination of fuch a 


glorious End? But till we are firſt determined in 
our Minds for it, we do nothing in order to it. 


Eſt aliquid quo tendis, & in dirigis arcum : 
W oot at Rovers; live 
extempore, as thoſe who have not Thought nor De- 


ſign, are mere Flutterers ad W every 
Thing and Nothing. t we might eaſily redreſs 
this deſtructive Double- mindedneſs of ours, by tak- 
ing a Courſe with ourſelves, to be only as reſolute 


and well- determined for Happineſs unqueſtionable, 


as the other for their worthleſs Ends; and ſo bent 
alſo on the Means, as to copy after the Pattern of the 
Pſalmif#, and every one ſay to his Soul, I have 


ſworn, and ſtedſaſtly purpoſed to keep thy rigbteous 
__ And in this Mind we ſhall do well, 
—_ -. 


e | 
'. Third and next Place, to enquire into the next 

' conſequent Piece of Wiſdom, very obvious in thoſe 
who negotiate for this World ; and what other is 
that, but as ſoon as they have reſolved upon the 
| Means; to proceed to Execution, ſet all * 


which 
they are to be had: Help yourſelf in that, and 
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The Wiſdem of this World. 111 
and Hands to effet the Buſineſs ? And in this, 
their Care and uct are remarkable, and wor- 
thy our Imitation in theſe following Inſtances. 
Firſt, They make uſe of no Means and Me- 
thods that are 1 * 
Secondly, T pl with all S 
Thirdly, wide all Diligence of 7 
Foarthly, With all Perſeverance of Conſtancy. 
ED» They ply all ſubordinate Means. 
Sixthly, They are wont to uſe a Moderation be- 


' tween Fear and Aſſurance. 


Seventhiy, and laſtly, They retrieve Miſcakes, 
and rectify Slips and Miſadventures. 
Theſe Qualities and Diſpoſitions (beſide what t 
„„ Head) at- 


tend upon all wiſe Acting for an End, and conſpicu- 


ouſly go along in the Train of all wiſe Management 
for this World. 
Hirſt, They ordinarily make uſe of no Means or 


Methods that are inconſiſtent with their Deſigns. 


If they have an Houſe to build, they do not uſe 


_ Straw, Stubble, or Hay, to rear up the Fabrick, 


and become the Rafters of it ; neither do they 


build and lay a Foundation upon 1 


ae and Bottom. e 
56 loth- 
ing; and if Corn is to be ſown, they break up 
the Ground, and prepare the Soil for it: If they 
are bouud to take a Journey Southward, they ſet 
not out Northward, nor o a great Way about, nor nor 
2 get to the End of it by fitting ſtill, 
ing nothing, but gravely reſolving upon it ; 

=_— uſe of yen Diſcretion, and * 1 2 
M Materials, likely Courſes, 
8. Way to their deſired 
End. — 3 how defective, generally 1 
ing, are the Children of Light? In the Houſe they 


are building for Heaven, they lay a Streſs on thoſe 


* — 
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Things that have no Streſs in them, and make 
their Cement of untempered Mortar, that is ready 
to fall in Pieces of itſelf : Neither take they good 
Heed of the Foundation ; for many Times that is | 
ſo ſandy as not to abide the Trial, or bear up any 
Building againſt the Guſts of Storms, which are 
neceſſary to be provided for, and to be expected, 
as well as good Weather. And in the Habit of their 
Profeſſion, what Patch-work is there to be ſeen ; 
one Part di ing the other, not becoming the 
Goſpel of Chrift ? That which ſhould be Or- 
nament, Xs and that which 
their Shame, not unfrequently glory in as a 
Faſhion; as nt of ſome Vit as if they 
were to be dam by them, and as 
Vice, as if it would fave their Souls, ing 
them Peace at the laſt. They ſee this in one another, 
and can reproach and traduce for it, however they 
are agreed to overlook it in themſelves. In ſow- 
ing Seed alſo for the Harveſt of eternal Life, they 
to reap where they have not ſown, and ga- 
ther plentifully where they ſowed ſſ 3 and 
for want of Induſtry, Culture, and Till J it is a 
common Sight to ſee them commit their and 
venture their Salvation upon that they would not 
hazard a Crop of Corn on. If we view them in 
the Journey they ſay they are upon; if we ſhould 
meet „ and ask them 
whither they are travelling, they would ſay, with- 
out doubt, for Heaven. Folly and Pre- 
ſumption, after a few Days, ſo indifferently at leaſt, 
if not ill ſpent, upon Earth, to hope hereafter for 
Heaven! I know not what is greater Sottiſhneſs, 
to take ſo little Care of their Salvation, or to think 
that ſo little will do. In their ſpiritual Travail 
they ſeck to themſelves perverſe Ways, and delight 
in crooked Paths ; leave the ſtrait — Road, and 
look out for By- Ways, going about i know no 
w 
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- whither, till they grow bewildered in fallacious 


Footſteps, 


and loſe themſelves in devious Tracks. 


But what moves Pity moſt of all, is to fee great 


Numbers contenting their Souls with reſolving very 
religiouſly for their Journey? End, but never mov- 
ing a Step towards it; nor are they ever like to do, 
fince they defer it ſo conſtantly, 1 
ſelves in good Wiſhes and — hereafter, 


of the Folly of it ; for did they ever, or can they 
ever eat or drink, walk, ride, or do the leaſt Bu- 


hp Sang that 


= they know all ſuch 
iſhes and Reſolves to be equivalent to not wiſh- 
ing or reſol 


ving at all. For by ſuch Reſolves they 
never yet impoſed 
ſmalleſt Trifle, but only i 


not they ſee 


at the 
try to beg oh rhe 5 


== 


uniform with themſelves, and of a Piece with their 


egu- 
they cannot bur obſerve in worldly Agents, 


right well themſelves how to put in Prac- 
tice in ſuch Affairs? I know not what Cunning 
may do for accompliſhing worldly Artraintments ; 

but this I know,that torgly on Shifts and Fallacies for 
dur N in aha wk is an 2 


rr 


ſineß, by only reſolving upon doing it. This is ſo 


themſelves in any the 


patible with their Hopes, and become more 


14 SERMON. VL 


Commandments, for without 
ſolves. and Profeſſions 1 
ſhanjes the Lond. 
. Aſter they have inveſtigated the ſeveral 


] | expedient, 
nd rejected what are inconſiſtent to their Purpoſe 
they begin the Work with all convenient — 
forting themſelves, That a Vor 
done, Thus theunjuſt 


— 
Time and P 
Kue off 
1 aps they can do 
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moſt prepoſterouſly and uuaccountably. They let 
their Opportunities unheeded, whilft the for- 
mer lic in wait, and let flip no Seaſon of making 
their Fortune: If a Market riſes, how buſy are they 

to ſend to it, and come in for a Share of the Advan- 
they where a Com- 


over our Time and Advan If we did the 
like in any other Affair, we ſhould certainly be the 

firſt that would call ourſelves Fools for our Pains. 
ample of Hell ard dera and ay 
ample of + {XPE : ity a 
Blunder that is like tobe our Ruin? Why do not we 
take Advice of our. own Reaſon, and copy out our 
on Practice in other Things, and Yield not only 
our Ear, but our Hearts, w what the Scripture 
ſays, Work out your Salvation with Fear and 

Trembling, leſt we fall ort of having Time e- 
nough to effect it; and not endure it in ourſelves 
any longer to loiter and trifle in a Thing we can 
never be too ſerious about, or make too much Haſte 
. We know very well, in Affairs and 
Debates Conſequence, when clogged with 
Clauſes, they are as good as fruſtrated : So we may 
be as ſure we are doing the fame Thing-by the Re- 
folution for R if when God commands 
us torepent To- day, we preſume upon an Amend- 
ment to his Laws, and fay we will repent To- 
motrow. Bebold now is the accepted Time, now is the 


12 e 
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Day of Salvation. Hearken to bis Vaice therefore 
Today, whilſt it is called To-Tay, left any of you be 


hardened through the Deceitfulneſs of "Sn. Work 


_ whilſt it is Day, before the Night cometh, when no 


Man can work. Taking the Plalmiſt for our 
Precedent, 


who 1 Sinner, but 
repented, made e, not the 
Time to keep God's e, und prolonged 


The other 2 Maxims of Conduct, together 
with the ſecond General Head, muſt be reſerved for 
—ͤ— II.” 
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Several Maxims of worldly Wi zſdom 


ee ben 8s LUKE wi. '8. 


For the Children of this World are in their Generation 
” wiſer the Children of Light. 


having premiſed three Remarks, for 
the better fixing the genuine Deſign of the 
Parable to whicn they belong, and for open- 
ing the true Meaning of theſe Words in particular, 
as they are the chief Key to it; that we might be- 
nefit ourſelves from this excellent Piece of Self- In- 


ſtruction, and be adviſed to conſider and uſe better 


our own Skill and Advantages ; and do our Un- 
derſtandings that Juſtice, and ourſelves that manly 
Service, az to lay out, and employ that Wiſdom 
and Prudence, Contrivance and Application, as 
well upon the confeſſedly greater Things of a Life 
to Come, as the Generality of us ſo excellently do, 
for well thoſe worldly Affairs which we 
Hh to import us wage = 88 other; 
by entering upon Ma ment, 
96 come to free ourſelves of the e of 
13 acting 
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SERMON. $/ 
acting otherwiſe, and en 
Applauſe of true Wiſdom * to our 2 In- 
tereſt, nay, to all our Ends and P even 
for the compaſſing both Worlds, at one and the 
ſame Time. In order to this, I fay, you remem- 
der it was by me ſuppoſed for the Ground of im- 
proving under the Reprehenſion of this Text, that 
we are expert enough for worldly Affairs; Maſ- . 
ters of 11 3 wiſe to 
project thoſe Advantages, wi rſue them, 
quickly reſolutely, induſtrioully, : bd coabtenaly ; 
no leſs cautious to provide againſt what may 
ll on. If in theſe Things we are Men, appear- 
ing unto all Men to have abundant Senſe and Rea- 
ſon, and with that Reaſon to be ſelf-conſcious of a 
Sub of Mind for better Things; then do we 
ſtand inſtructed by Rules and Meaſures of Conduct 
moſt familiar to us, and known by us to Perſec- 
tion, how to begin, continue, and end the Work 
of Salvation, And ſeeing nothing is wanting on 
God's Part that we might be better acquainted with 
our own Powers, and reminded of the noble Uſe 
of the ſeveral Inſtruments in our Hands for effet. 
ing the moſt excellent of all z It was ge- 
cer tha I ſhould lay down the ſeveral Steps and 

of ordinary PO imitable 

by us in our eternal al Affairs To Purpoſe, you 
4 Ä — I diſtinguiſhed Wiſdom and Prudence, 
which are the rena ratio agibiliton, into Wel 
general Parts and Offices, | 


I. A Confultatian ; then a Defalve 5. ad econ 

1 3 Application of the Means to the propaſed 
| 11. A Geard Sod Canton neceflary tobe coaflignind 
ſor the Removal of Impediments ; and 2 Fore- 
ficht of, 8 * whatever: nap 


* Under 
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Methods of Procedure when we fix u 
End. As firſt, how we ſtudy and 
ſelves with the beſt Means, the 
reteſt Meaſures of Diſpatch, with all other proper 
collateral Methods of the particular Buſineſs ; with- 
out ſome competent Know whereof - the beſt 
Intention in the mags can effect nothing, but all 
| Chance. 


2dly, 


ys 
bees or we become firmly moved 
to purſue them. And thirdly, as the 


upon a worldly 
ua int our- 
and di- 


3 = 
ng ildren ht, 
Imitation in theſe 8 


Firft, They generall make uſe of no Means 
or Methods that are inconſiſtent with their De 


_ 
ly, They ap ly chem with all Speed. 
— With all Diligence of Labour: 
Fourthly, With all Perſeverance of 


— bh, N They addreſs themſelves to all uber 


5 They arc wont to uſe a Moderation be- 
= — 25 Miſdventures 


of this World, furpaſi 
and very worthy of our 
Inſtances; 


* 


Under the firſt of theſe, we conſidered our uſual 


to you of 


following 


-— {aca 
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World do not think it ſufficient to reſolve on a 


Thing; but to ſet their Shoulders, and bend all their 
Might and Main to accompliſh it ; they proceed 
with Vigour, like thoſe that. are intent upon what 
they are about; are well pleaſed therein toſhew 
themſelves Men of Application; and both praiſe 
that Saying, and receive Praiſes for it. What Fa- 
tigue will they not undergo, what Eaſe and Pleaſure 
not deny themſelves, for gaining their Ends? Their 
Life is too ſhort for Gaithing their Projects; and 
ſo is almoſt every Day of it, for x ing. their 
daily Propoſals : They late take Reſt, and even then 
their Heads are at Work upon the Pillow, and 
their Mind at hard Labour in forecaſtiog, when 
the Body is in the Poſture of reſting; ſo reſtleſs 
are they always. They think, they aQ, they move 
like Men that are alive, when employed about - 
them. But turn to the Children of Light, and you 
will perceive them (bating only a few) to be, as 
it were, not themſelves, but another. Species af 
Men, in the very Function and Capacity wherein 
they ought particularly to reſemble the other. Tho? 
they have furniſhed themſelves with Knowledge of 
the true Means, and with a Reſolution of carrying 
on their heavenly Concern ; yet, in the Proſecution, 
who ſo cold and remiſs as they. There are none 
faint and indifferent, like unto them: run in 
their Race at the Rate of Cripples, as thoſe who 
halted between two Opinions, whether God or Be- 
lial ſhould be their Lord: They fight the good Fight 
as Cowards and Runaways; they tranſact their e- 
ternal Affair like People that da not care for what 
they are about, or did not know whether they had 
beſt do it or not; or, as if their Mind was upon 
ſomething elle, all the while: So liſtleſs in their 
Endeavours, and ſo ſparing of their Paips, that 
the Work is often in Suſpence, and in Danger of 


5 
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other acts in earneſt. But how inglo- 
rious is it in the Children of Light, not to be as 
much in earneſt for. their immortal Concerns? 
And therefore how abſolutely needful to copy after 
the Meaſure and Manner of the others attentive In- 
duſtry, that we may alſo learn to give an Air of 
Bine to the Cares of our Salvation, and thence- 
forward have the better Grounds to iſe our- 
ſelves Succeſs ? Were all the Maxims of Diligence 
for growing rich, and aſpiring to Honour, tranſ- 
planted once into Religion, we ſhould equal the 
| primitive Chriſtians, and ſtrangely ſurpaſs ourſelyes; 
immediately diſmiſſing our preſent Lazineſs and 
Indifference, in a Matter of fuch infinite Conſe- 
quence. For, if the Courtier would be as 
to pay his Addreſſes to, and as ſedulous to be well 
in the Graces of his God, by doing the Things that 
are well in bis Sight, 2 
of, as he is mindful to place himſelf in Sight, and 
do that which is in the ſhort · ſignted Ob- 
ſervation of his earthly Sovereign; what immenſe 
Honours would fall to his Share, and without a 
Rival too? Or, if the Trader would ſet a juſt Price 
on his Soul, above other Goods, what ineſtimable 
' Riches would flow to him upon the Foot of his Ac- 
counts? Or, did the Countryman make a Farm 
of his Soul, "(according to the Direction of the Pro- 
phet Haſea, ch. x. ver. 12. Sow ts themſelves in 
Righteouſneſs, reap. Mercy, break up their Fallow 
Ground, fur it is Time to ſeek the Lord,) what a pro- 


digious Increaſe might be reaped,. without 


Coſt, or without the leaſt Held > In hore, a2 
we all, in our ſeveral Stations, ſaffer the Rules of 
our 3 to have their Influence on 
F Scope wherein oblige us in 
holy Scripture to give Diligence — Fare. 
nd Ela ure: W * | 


He 


1272211735 


ths ! 
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give 10 ter e 


T 
Be 
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ell-doing, daunted, dif. 


other for « Fatern of Seine, and Perfverntc 


— put wa into Motion, 
Sedulity and Continuance in Prayer, and in every 
Act of Well-doing, 


ng | 
. I the Offender among Men never ceaſes bi Suit 


x as they are attain- 


I a Child of this World is not affected with the 
Shame of Si 3 nor thinks it any Hindrance 


to growing Ricd, bt rather uſe it 3 Spur, if he 


if we would either receive, or 


_ > wo 
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124 SERMON VIL 
could be ſingularly ſo ; wherefore is the Child of 


Light fo — daunted from his undoubted V ir- 
ene thought fe lar ? Does every 


: 2 or mental, or other Under- 
taking 


and that nothing is too difficult for a willi 
why then, in all Juſtice, does not every Child of 
Light practiſe in his glorious Undertaking upon 


the ſame Certainty and Encouragement ? Where- 
fore, at the firſt Entrance, is he diſmayed at Diffl- 


culties which are ſure to change into Facility and 
Delight, upon his faithful Perſeverance? Again, 
if it is the daily Intereſt and Practice of the to 
think every Day of his worldly Affairs, and re- 
volve them in his Mind, and keep them in his Viewz 
whence is it, that the latter are ſo unlike, in deem- 


ing it enough for his ſuperior Purpoſes, to think 


once a Week upon 
Kiko one thee 1 little or no ſerious Th 
Concern about the Matter ? *Tis true, if one Fault 
and Tranſgreffion was amended in a Week, and 
not wilfully repeated, all would be amended in 
Time; and if they would pleaſe to improve b 

the others excellent Art, and, like them, thin 
daily how they ſhall make a 
and important Buſineſs 


upon their Hands, a mighty 


Progreſs would be made indeed. If one finches 


at no Weather, ſticks at no Roads to come and 
make his Markets, to buy and ſell, and get Gains z 


why ſhould the ſame ever be Objections to the o- 


ther, in his Way to that Place, and on that Day, 

which are ſacred to the Advan of his Soul? 
There is a Jifth Inſtance of Prudence, wherein 

the Children of this World clearly: outdo the Chil- 


dren of Light,” viz. in plying all 22 


whatſoever, ſoon ſubdues the Diſcourage- 
ments and ſeeming Uneaſineſſes that are therein; 


ng Mind? 


we Hao ' ao MH acond Gd AM pm TT: 


them, and even then, _—_— 7 


in the high 
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fecting their Purpoſes, and bringing their 

| E to paſs. And one cannot but admure at their 
Ties and Readineſs, in referring every Thing 
that occurs to the Afair carrying on. Whatever | 
"Accident happens, they turn it preſently to the Ac- 
count of that. As the Circumſtances of human Ac- 
tion are always varying, and ſhifting the Scene, 


whatever ariſes and preſents itſelf, if it has any Re- 


lation. of 3 to their Deſign, theſe Men 


preſently ſpy it, and as inſtantly embrace the Oc- 
Lars Ed bes: They cheriſh every Thing 


1 every Occurrence into 
the Service, that can be of any Uſe. On the other 
Hand, if it has no favourable Aſpect, but threat- 
ens to croſs, or ſeems to affect it with on 
Moleſtation, how immediately do they reſolve to 
decline, and have nothing to do with it? For, 
tis their Way, whatever happens, and as ſoon as 
any Alteration ſprings up, to have their Eye im- 
mediately upon their „and ſummon their 
Mind and all their Powers. "ro council about it ; 
and, upon the firſt Examination, deal by it as it 
deſerves ; treating it either 3 
nion 3 Regard or Diſregard ; Love or Hatred; 
Praiſe o Defamation ; according as it is condu- 
cive or injurious, of Credit or epa, Help or 
Hindrance, for or againſt their Purpoſe. And is 
It not the Glory of all true Prudence to make theſe 
Reſpects and e and thus diſpenſe its Fa- 
vour and Diſcouragement, Diſlike and Avoidance? 
For here is its Province and CEconomy ſeen to di- 
ſtinguiſh itſelf, Preſentis ordinat, preterita recor- 
dat, futura 7 previdet ; i Lex orders and manages 
all Things gf it records paſt Events; and pro- 
vides for the beſt againſt what may come to paſs 
for the Future. As to the firſt Branch, of making 
the beſt of Things preſent, embracing "what is 45 
| vantageous, and ſhunning what i is otherwiſe, the 


= Men 
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Men we are ſpeaking of, are very ſenſible and fa- 


. and ſhew a wonderful 


polure, taking nothing to be contrary to their Ex- 
which was in the Poflibility of the 
: If it is not as much to their Adva 
as they would have it, ſtill they convert it to the & 
_ eurity of their Points, which are the Hin 
Succeſs of their Bufineſs muft turn 
ego ly e 


Impreſſion it ſtrikes is, what they in 
like tobe the better, or worſe 0 2. 


10 think 


ed to be made wiſer by it, though it does hot make 
them richer. Ori ie ay Sore of Pope > how 
it may and ought to be managed by yo 


Preſence of Mind. 


or the Riſe of any Perſon known to them; the firſt | 
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a Foundation for the Time to come, through 
Good thereby done unto others. Whatever Motion, 
Affair, Overture, Advice, or Company, recom- 
mends itſelf to our Converſation, to caſt our Eye 
in the firſt Place 
conſider which 


ay it affects that, and according- 
4 xy poignant reject, or embrace, being 
determined to entertain nothing that is prejudicial 
to ĩt, and cannot be made otherwiſe ; and likewiſe 
every thing (however otherwiſe agrecable) that is 


inconſiſtent with that divine Hope; ever remem- 


bering of two Evils to chuſe the leaſt, and of 


Things, and making References and Annotations 
on what paſſes towards our heavenly Purpoſe, no- 
thing would be indifferent, nothing unconſecrated. 


ther we eat or drink, or whatever we do, to do all 
i the Glory of God 1 to the Name and Honour of 


Chriſt ;  waiking circumſpetily, not as Fools, but as 


iſe, redeeming the Time And receive both the 


Applauſe 


the 
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128 SERMON VII. 
Applauſe and Safety which the wiſe Man * inſcribes 
to this Prudence. Diſcretion ſhall preſerve thee, and 
Underſt Hall keep thee, 10 r thee 
the Way of the evil Man, from the Man that Neat. 
eth froward Things : It Sall inſtruf thee to walk in 
tby Way ſafely, and thy Foot ſhall not fumble. Then 
ſhall we have our Eyes where the Preacher 
puts us in mind they ſhould be uſed, when he fays, 
Ide wiſe Mait's Eyes are in bis Head, i. e. to make 
Obſervations all around him, to what is, 
and whtitie ne of Ulead Obncern Wok; A 
or moſt aſſiſts, or ſpoils our grand Affair; im- 
2 that he that does not put his Eyes to 
this Uſe may as well pluck them out, and caſt 
them from him. | oy” - 
A ſecond Caſe of -plying ſubordinate Means, i is 
che calling in Help and Aſſiſtance with 
Counſel and Advice. And here I muſt neceſſarily 
urge the Children of Light to be imitative of the 
other. It is a good Maxim indeed of Buſineſs, not 
10 do that by another which you can do by yourſelf : 
It is ſafe enough ſo far as it goes, and prevents giv- 
ing others needleſs Trouble ; but was ever 
ſelf-ſufficient for all Occaſions; many | and muſt 
recur, ' wherein it would be certain Miſcarriage 
1 Help, not to invite in A. 
If the Children of this World 1 
———— ſolicitous to make Friends; get an 
Intereſt with every body whoſe Service and gend 
Offices are neceſſary to their Affair; to conſult 
_ the Opinion of others in Difficulties emerg- 
ing ; to ſeek to be — — 
when they cannot bring it to bear without him; 
Jove all People like Friends, like themſelves, — 
are Promoters of what they call their Intereſt; if 
one Tool en ee todrive 1 
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Nail that will go, and rather provide ſuperfluous 
than ſcanty Aſſiſtance, with We common 


of having two Strings to their Bow. If they, I fay, 
are ſeen to importune all Aids, and leave no Means 


yed for compleating their Deſign; Is not 
here a fair Copy of Management laid before 
the Chriſtian to tranſcribe ? Nay, it is ſo continually 

in his Sight, he cannot well look off it. ; 
then ishethe laſt to follow the other's Meaſures ? Is 
it not good, is it not neceſſary for the Attainment 

of his better Aims and Hopes, to trace them 
Step by Step? By ſtriving to make an ea on 
our God, without whom we can do 
omnipotent Friend, who can back us with that 
Force that nothing can worſt ; by imploring his 
Succour, and im ing his Aſſiſtance: z intaking 
Advice of his holy Word, and thoſe that are 
Skilled in it, in our ſpiritual Difficulties ; in being 
\ reconciled to our Enemies, when our Intereſt in 
Heaven lies at Stake, and cannot be brought to be 
accepted in Account, without a true Forgiveneſs 
and Love of them. Why do not we endeavour, 
like the others, to have no Enemies? But if that is 


impoſſible, with all the Prudence in the World 


(eſpecially now- a- days) then to take Occaſion 


from them, who ſeek Oceaſion againſt us. Why 
again are we ſo ſlow and cold in well affecting, 
and making much of thoſe who advance our ſpiri- 
tual and our beſt Intereſt of all? Why ſo much 
our own Foes to account them our Enemies for tell - 
ing us the Truth, the very ſame conſpicuous Truth 
that God has told us, and would have impreſſed 
and inculcated over and over upon us by 1 ? 
Laſtly, Do you deſire here two 
* Bow, then take unto you Faith and good 
Works: I would adviſe you not to part them, but 
_ conſolidate them together; for all your whole 
; a in their being not aſunder, 1 
0 


. Meansto deſpiſe them. Ir is a 


130 SERMON VI. 
ſo ſure you, need no other, and ſo unerring, that you 
muſt hit the Mark. Ee 
| There is next a 3d, and I aſſure you no inconſider · 
able Caſe of plying all fubordinate Means for faci- 
litating a Defign, and proſpering an Undertaking. 
It is to be attentive to little Things, and by no 
golden Rule of Bu- 
ſineſs, and of greater Importance than moſt People 
are aware of, not to deſpiſe little Things; the 
contemning of which has been the Miſcarriage of 
many a one, and ſometimes the Defeat of great 
Undertakings, which I think no body can be ig- 
norant of, who is ever ſo little verſed in Hiſtory, 
-or makes any Obſervation in the World. In Truth, 
the greateſt Things that come to paſs have their 
Beginnings in little Matters, and much of their 


Progreſs depends upon them, Optima  cyjuſque rei 


natura portionibus ejus minimis obſervata. If we 
would make an accurate Survey of any thing, we 

muſt eſpecially regard the ſmaller Portions, Divi- 
ſions, and Relations of it. Do we then take no- 
tice how ſedulous and circumſpect the worldy Man 
is, in avoiding the very Appearance of giving Diſ- 
pleaſure and Offence, in the ſmalleſt Things, to him 
on whom he d and devotes himſelf for the 
lake of worldly E But who are ſo much 
obliged as the Children of Light to evidence the 
like Circumſpection, and veriſy their holy Ties 
and Obligations, by a continual Regardfulneſs, 


never knowingly to offend him who is their Maker, 


and their God; from whom they profeſs to have 
received all their preſent Benefits and Enjoyments, 
and all their Hopes of better to come, placing their 
Happineſs wholly in the View of his Favour? Is 
it not full as neceſſary and as wiſe in them thus to 
behave, ſecing . they are ſtraitly commanded and 
cautioned to the ſame, to avoid all Appearances of 


Evil? The Integrity of their End is * 
"PINION — 
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being diſparaged by ſuch a Regard to ſmall Thin , 
that in very Earneſt their Innocence and Safety 
mightily depend upon it; nor can they in any 
thing ſhew their Conſtancy and Prudence more to 
their Advantage than in this Caution ; for both 
Solomon and Experience teſtify, that he that deſ- 


piſeth little Things, ſhall periſh by little and little. 
If in one it 1s 


Side; ſo in the other it can be neither good Senſ 
good Faith, or 
formable to > the like Practice. 
There is another very uſeful worldly Maxim, 
which 1 heartily wiſh to ſee ingrafted i 


bring forth good 
in all commendable and Chriſtian Duries, to take 
Counſel only of one's ſelf ; in all hazardous Actions 
of others, that ſo the Blame may fall on others, if 
we miſcarry. Would we pray, for Inſtance, in 
ſecret, give Alms in ſecret, and do the Buſineſs of 
a holy and divine Life, ſo as not to be directed, 


purpoſely to be ſeen of Men, but to ſave Appear- 


ances, how pure and fincere would our. Carri 


and Converſation be? What Proficients in Vir- 


tue, what Favourites in Heaven, mg, to be 
crowned with the Glory they aſpire after? And 
did we in all our ſpiritual Hazard take Advice of 
him in whom ſtandeth our Help, and qualify 


ourſelves to procure him on our Side, it would be 


impoſſible to blame either him or ourſelves, becauſe 
i would be impoſſible we ſhould miſcarry. 
I paſs on now to ſay ſomething briefly on 
The irt Qualification of Prudence viſible in 
the Men of this World, which is that they are 
wont to ſhew a Moderation between Fear and Al- 
ſurance in their P : They do not go 
Hand over Head, knowing that Hurry in the Ex- 
ecution produces Leiſure E the Reflection, and that 
2 a Man 


good Policy, or rather the Dictates 
of common Senſe, in doubtful Caſes to cbuſe the ſafe ft 


Conſcience, not to be con- 
into the Chri- 


ſtian's Practice, where it cannot but flouriſh and 
Fruit in abundance; that is to ſay, 
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132 SERMON VII. | 
a Man is apt to ſtumble moſt when he runs faſteft, 
and be miſtaken generally when his Zeal outſtrips 
his Knowledge ; but they rather govern their Af- 
fair, and ſhape the Proceſs and the Diſpatches of _ 
it, according to that grave prudent Maxim, ſat cito, 
ſi ſat bene, as much as to ſay, all is well that ends 
Well. The Man that is ſoon intimidated, or over- 
confident and ſecure, is not cut out for Buſineſs of 
Moment: But he that obſerves the Mean between 
theſe is the wiſe and ſucceſsful Man; neither exalt- 
ed with Advantages, nor depreſſed with any De- 
gree of Slackneſs or Deſpair upon Mishaps ; you 
ſee him govern his Paſſions, and command him- 
ſelf upon fit Occaſions, and dy that Means com- 
mands all Things; and look whatſoever he doth 
it proſpers! And how perfectly requiſite is it for 
_ Chriſtians to form their Proceedings, and become 
Imitators of them in this good Piece of Conduct? 
For then would ariſe in their Vow of Duty, and 
Reſolve of Obedience, no Difficulty to diſhearten 
them in their Courſe, or make them fall away, 
which was not conſidered: But was every ſingle - 
Obligation to Duty previouſly weighed and con- 
| ſented to, as it ought to have been, there could 
hardly be any thing new or ſudden effectual to 
ſhake their Conſtancy. And we ſhould not ſee ſo 
many ſhort Appearances of Piety, of as little Du- 
ration as a Morning Cloud; as if Men had only re- 
ſolved on ſome Part of Religion, and never con- 
ſidered rightly what they undertook. Thence alſo 
would Cariſtians be better informed not to hope 
without competent Grounds of Hope; neither pre- 
ſuming too much on one Hand, nor being over- 
fearful on the other; but ſo tempering their Fears 
and Hopes of Salvation, as to have one in a Readi- 
neſs to check the Exceſſes, and rebate the Extra- 
vagancies of the other; obſerving thoſe great Cri- 
terions of our required Conduct, 10 _ out 
ts 9 7 Salva 
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Salvation with Fear and Trembling. It is good to 


fear the worſt, and the beſt will take care of itſelf; 

giving good Heed to what Solomon remarks, Prov. 
xiv. 15. The Simple believeth every Word ; but the 
prudent Man looketh well to bis Goings. Then alſo 
after the Chriſtian had learned the foregoing excel- 
lent Leſſon, how happy would it be for himſelf, 
happy for the World, to find him begin to mode- 
rate his Zeal, and conduct it according to his 
Knowledge "How would the Confuſion of Dark- 
neſs clear up into Order and Unity of Mind ; the 


Flame of Strife and Diſputation be dampt, and we 
ſhould come to a clear Elucidation of the Matter, 


and good Underſtanding with one another. 
There is yet behind the Seventh and laſt Parti- 


cular of my firſt General Head ; viz. To manifeſt 
the Wiſdom of the Children of this World, from 


the Care of retrieving Miſtakes, and rectifyin ng 
Slips and Miſadventures, and to induce the Chil- 


dren of Light to the ſame ſort of Prudence in their 


heavenly Tranſaction. The former, indeed, ought 
to bepraiſed and propounded as an excellent Guide, 


of Management to the other. For no ſooner are 


they ſenſible of being 


the lateſt in the Seaſon, but 


they redouble their Diligence to fetch it up, ſet- 


ting a Price upon every "Moment, till 


what they loſt ; conſtrainingthemſelves to redoubled 
Activity to make Reſtitution, and perform the Pe- 


nance due for their former Negligence. And, be- 
cauſe no Man is ſecure from Trips and Miſtakes; the 
Wiſdom that relieves all, and carries every Thing 


before it, is to rectify Slips and Failures as ſoon as 


diſcovered. Agreeably to this, you no ſooner ſec 
the worldly Man down in. his Race, but he is up a- 
gain; renews his Efforts, and puſhes his Endea- 


vours more vehemently. He values bought Wit as 
che belt, rn ſo as not to ba | 
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contracted: And, that we be not difappoi 
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abuſed or diſappointed twice, with regard to the 
ſame Thing or Perſon. —The burat Child, without 
the uſe of Reaſon, dreads the Fire. How wary and 
wiſe, therefore, is he to take Warning from others 


Misfortunes, and not to err twice egregiouſly in the 
ſame Thing, not at all queſtioning but ſimilar 


Fleſh, how ſpeedy to ſeek and ſearch for the 
Remedies, to ſubmit to Advice, and co 
imſelf unto the Methods and Diſcipline of Cure? 


If there is a Failure in his Fortune, he ſoon medi- 


tates upon a Compoſition ag — Creditor ; or a 
Blemiſh upon his pe it off and re- 
rrieve his Credit: Or, is his deareſt Friend diſguſted 
by his Indiſcretions, how concerned to regain his 
Favour ? Do we not ſee theſe Things diſcreetly ree- 


| tified by others, and daily practiſed by them, and 


by verkdves old ? Why then do not we 


for —_ applying tothe ſame Remedies and Methods 
edreſs, for not repairing to the Standard of Re- 
pentance towards God, yeah in our Lord Je- 
fus Chriſt, that God has et up among us frail Crea- 
tures, (who are all of us Fools ſometimes, which 


is the Morte which e that we 


may heal the Wounds of Conſcience, and make 


up the Breaches of our Covenant; compound with 
the kindeſt Creditors, in our Raifomand Redeemer 
Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, who for his Sake and 
Satisfaction will take all, as to our Part, we have 
for the immenſe Debt we have 
twice 


in looking for Happineſs from the Things of this 
World, which will be — — 
on us always: And if Repentence has delivered us 
out of the Snare of the Devil, that we have a Cart 
not to fall into it again, att: 


Cauſes will have ſimilar Effects. If he has broke 
| a Bone, or received a dangerous Wound in his 
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Sin: But go on daily, rectifying what is amiſs in 
_ ourſelves every Day by new and better Obedience; 


bringing our daily Sins of Omiſſion or Commiſſion 


to nightly Account, knowing that oft” Reckonj 


makes good Friends. All our Miſchieß and Mi- 


| ſeries proceed from Neglect of preſent and effectual 
Remedy; our Wounds feſter, our Hearts harden, 


Iniquities terrify us 3 we have no Peace in Life, 
8 jo oe; . 8 

repair to this Expedient, as the preſeri ure 
us erring and ſtraying Creatures; taking the 
Men of this Wold for a Pattern of 
what is amiſs; following the Example of 
the glorious Saints and Penitents that are gone be- 
fore us, and all will be well with us: That we may 


in truth be what we call ourſelves, Wiſe Men, and 
be made eternally happy for being ſo. 


4 * * we vB 7 


our Conſciences become waſte and ſhameleſs, our 


Expedition, in 


8 
. * 


The Eighth. 
The Care and Caution of worldly Men, 


in removing and avoiding Hin- 
drances in the Way of their Deſgn, 
and in making Provif on for the 
| I, Hiri alt — : 


AT LUKE xvi. 8. 


For the Children of this World are in their Generation 


wiſer than the Children 7 Lebt. 


PN order to improve under the * of 
theſe Words, and be ſo amended by their 
Reproof, as to become Followers of the Wiſ- 
dom they remark to us; by way of emulat- 


ing the wiſe Conduct of the Children of this World, 


in proſecuting their Ends, through ſuch known 
Meaſures of common Prudence, which this Paſ- 
ſage of Scripture readily ſuggeſts, and appealsto our 
daily Expertneſs in ; and with Concern upbraids us 
for ſhewing ſo little about it, i. e. for found 
ſo dilatory and improvident (I mean the General- 
lity of us) as to ſuffer the other to carry off the Cha- 


racter of being wiſer in their Generation: In order, 


8 L ſay, that we might take an W ourſelves 


how 


The Wiſdom of this World. 137 
how this comes to paſs, why we, the ſame Perſons 
in one Caſe, do not equal ourſelves in the other, 


and ſo redeem our Credit for Reaſon and Prudence, 
it was. requiſite to enquire, (as I did in my laſt tro 
Diſcourſes) into the moſt authentic Rules and Me- 
thods of worldly Buſineſs in general; and by tra- 
cing the moſt common and purſued through 


an Induction of ſo many leading In we 
clearly diſcerned upon the Compariſon erected in 


my Text, how much the Children of this World 
are wiſer, but yet how eaſily we might equal their 


Management, and find Sureties, as it were, for our 


better Behaviour for the future, having Examples 
for our Copy continually under our Eyes, and in 
the Hands of our own Practices. For this End, I 


made, as you may remember, two general Divi- 


fons of the Parts and Offices of practical Wiſdom 


Heads in my -two former Diſcourſes, under the 
Application of various Maxims of human Prudence, 
and worldly Buſineſs : And we may obſerve, u 


pon 
the whole, with reſpe to the Succeſs of each Af - 


fair, tho? it is notorious how vent] — 
is apt wait) * E 


1 A Conſultation; then a Rfolve 3 and then Ap 
of the Means to the propoſed E 


II. A Guard and Caution, neceffarily to be con- 
ſtituted for the Removal of Impediments, the 


Foreſight of, and Proviſion againſt whatever 
ObſtruQtions may probably happen. 


The rt regards the good Conduct of all Things 


preſent 3 the ſecond a Safeguard for the future. 


tentive to-them both, humanly ſpeaking, muſt ſuc- 
ceed in his Deſigns ; but divinely ſpeaking, i. e. 


in the Language, which the Belief of a "IG and 


his 


and Prudence. J have treated ME oath of theſe 


And whoever orders his Matters ſo, as to be at- 
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| Sword always got the Victory 


igilance which he is Maſter of. 
to the Glorification of his Virtue, and the Enereaſe 
of his heavenly Felicity. In the Caſe of wor 
3 after a . tried all the i 
in the Store-houſe of human Experience, and drawn 
ll eget Fr, ready to take Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Succeſs ; icy God, a2 a wie Go 
vernor, who ruleth for the Good of the Whole, 


x 
if 


careleſs World, for the Recognition of his inviſi 
Being; and for aſſerting his own immediate un- 
eontroulable Governance over us. If the longeſt 
{ in the Cotroverſies 
of Nations; or the Phyſician's likelieft Medicine 
. conſtantly reſtored the Health of every Patient; 

or any other experi Method never failed of 
being proſſ with the Event 


Wr Rm "AP 


| walk, or our Tongue to 


to obtain Heaven, than what we aim ati 
World. To oy agua of rpg 
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ready to ſucceed and proſper the fincereEndeavours 
of Ae. Prudence for attaining an happy Iſſue un- 


to everlaſting Life; affording, moreover, all re- 


quiſite A ſſiſtance to the ſame. As ever we pretend 


to hope for Succeſs in the former, he expects our 


prudential Uſe of all the Methods, Helps, and In- 


ſtruments, and the Exerciſe of our Circumſpection 
as to Hindrance; and makes them as conſtantly ne- 


ceflary to be uſed, CO our Feet to 
2 So, in the latter 
Caſe, of our Salvation, & indiſpenſably requires 
our Application to all his preſcribed Means, and 

our Guard no lefs againſt all known ObſtruQtions : 


Which, together, 32 it valtly more certain, 


ed Reaſon with Men ; to this End has he 
i t moreover to us, to give us ſure 1 | 
tions in Writing (ſo much the ſurer for being ſo) 
. Thus is hu- 
man Prudence an under Agent to divi 
Providence, for .the accompliſhing of the Thi 
both of this World, and the next ; and it 


Prudence 


Prudence, | 
.of their Uſe in divine Things, e d 


Variety of Particulars, in the firſt Head of Diſ- 
courſe, we now in Method, to the 


Second General Office of Wiſdom, which ſnews 
itſelf in being upon the Guard, for the Removal of 
Impediments out of the Way of the propounded 
Deſign 3 and, regs in foreſeeing and provid- 
ing againſt whatever may happen to the Prejudice 
9 If then we deſire any Cau- 

tion, 
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tion, or intend Circumſpection for the Security of 
our immortal Aims, and for the better facilitating 


dur heavenly Undertakings, we need be at no Loſs, 


if we would but take the Children of this World 
for an Example of Sagacity, in this Reſpect. For 
in their Proceedings . 5 
Obſerve we 1f, how they clear the Way of 
Obſtructions. If they have entered upon à Journey 
of any conſiderable Conſequence, you do not find 
them diverted from what are about with mere 
Amuſements, or detained from it by Impertinen- 
cies: No; they are not ſuch Children in Buſineſs 
as that comes to; and I wiſh, with all my Heart, 
every Chriſtian would learn like them to lay aſide 
the Child, and put on ſo much of the Man in their 
above-all-other weighty Buſineſs, as not to make 
their Life a mere Paſtime, and ſpend the moſt, if 
not all their Days, in a Forgetfulneſs of the Affair 
they were born for, and ſent into this World to 
perfect; ſuffering themſelves to be carried off from 
it for Months and Years, by Avocations of any 
ſort; as if Life itſelf was deſigned to be no more 
than a Diverſion ; tho? in the Parable of the Talent 
It is notorious, that the idle Servant is the very ſame 
that is called the wicked Servant. You ſee them, not 
to ſay yourſelves, following the Chaſe of worldly 
Satisfactions, which, in reſpect of the other ſupreme 
Employment, are Vanity, Impertinence, and Di- 
greſſion; deluding much alike as the purſued But- 
terfly does the Purſuer ; when he thinks he has it 
Juft under his Hand, it evades him ſo long, and 
ſo oft, that he finally loſes his Breath in the Pur- 
ſuit, and conſtantly dies unpoſſeſſed of the fugitive 
Good, and is received into everlaſting Puniſhment, 
for rambling and trifling the Time away, in which 
OO. to have been about his Father's" Buſi- 
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Again, and *tis a - Scripture Repreſentation of 
worldly Men, 2 Tim. ii. 4. No Man that warreth, 
 #ntangleth bimſelf with the Affairs of this Life, that 
be may pleaſe him who has choſen him to be a Soldier. 
If, as a Soldier, he is diſciplined in Defence againſt 
the Enemy, and his Thoughts and Skill are chief- 
.ly taken up how he ſhall vanquiſh him, and defeat 
his z and for that Purpoſe keeps him» 
ſelf diſentangled from Incumbrances that may unfit 
him for the Engagement, or give the Adverſary 
any Advantage over him _ the Attack ; Why 
is it, not as neceſſary for the Chriſtian, who has 
many Enemies that lie in wait for his Soul (his 
whole Life being a Warfare againſt them,) to: be 
as vigilant and active in the like Guard of Pre- 
caution 3 to keep a careful Watch againſt all Ap- 
proaches and Deſigns of his ſpiritual Foe ; to be 
very jealous of his Motions and Ambuſtades; to 
be therefore never buſied and occupied to that De- 
gree of Forgetfulneſs and Unreadineſs, as to be un- 
aware of his Devices; that he may not triumph o- 
= and lead us away captive, thro Default of 


eeping Guard, or the Diſadvantage of being ham- 
pered and diſabled from making good our Defence 
by Means of a Load of worldly Afflictions and 
Impediments about us ? So exceeding nece is it 
for us to redreſs this by an Imitation of the other; 
that without ſome good Meaſure of the others Vigi- 
lance and Conduct, we ſhall periſh everlaſtingly by an 
Enemy, that is ever watching Advantages againſt us, 
and ever irreconcileable to us: If oneisa Life of Hard- 
ſhip, ſo muſt we likewiſe think of the Endurances 
and Difficulties in our Way, that are as ſurmountable 
by us, as the other by them, by an equal foldierly 
. Courage ; would we, like them, fore-arm ourſelves 
alſo with the Caution and Reſolution requiſite to en- 
counter and ſubdue them; neither embaraſſed with 
_ Difficulties we did not foreſee, nor * 
e | wit 
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with per we un on; the the 
King in the Goſpel, w War againſt an- 
other King, without ever conſidering whether he 
was able to make Head againſt — and give 
kim Battle ; and fo was forced to beg a Peace: 
For Abilities of that Nature do not er lie 
in the Indies : They may make Bullets of their Gold, 
and Swords of their Silver; but they will ſerve ra- 
ther to enrich than harm their Adverſaries. As it 
is therefore a Maxim of the worldly Man, to fore- 
ſee Dangers in the Confultation of Affairs, and in 
the Execution to overlook them; ſo let the fame 
be obſerved in the Conduct of our great Enter- 


they may conform to their Pattern ; fo ought 
we to ſet the holy Examples of our Calling before 
us, as well to animate, as direct us in the ſame; 
— ſee one ſo cautious as not to be induced to 
or drown himſelf; nay, nor yet be influenced 
Example af never ſo many {tho* they ſhould | 
mad to ſhew him the Way) Why are we nat 
afraid of evil nada 7 Why. ſo eaſy to 
many to be undone, and not rather take 
ve one? If one is ſcared at the pledging a 
Poiſon, why the other ſo y to a 
Imtem R his lane 
ſhun extrav Company ; why 
Innocence fo little, as to 
wr ns? Does he that i entire 
orld, not ſuffer the 
= with his 
n we endure that the Cares of this Tike thank 
interfere to ſuppreſs the Cares of that we 
moſt to care for? Has a Man been ſick, is his 
Fear of aRelapſe ſufficient to make him refrain from 
thoſe Things that occaſioned his Diſtemper ; how 
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a Shift to do with preſent Things, but | ; 
he never conſiders Conſequences ; and when thoſe o | 
vertake him, which were apparent to wiſe conſi- " 
dering People long before, he is ſurpriſed, he is 1 
confounded, 3 ! 
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much more neceſſary, how much more profitable 
is it, for the Chriſtian to abſtain from thoſe Temp- 


Weakneſs, and be the Occaſion of his Falling ? 
No Chriſtian is ignorant of the Sin he is moſt in- 
clined to, and apteſt to be ſooneſt betrayed i 


pearances of them? Every Thing by an Intin& 
Safety, knoweth its own r, and is 
very Child : 
it not then become Men, to recal their own | 


former Lapſes, that we may moſt carefully 


ridiculous Repentance os... - 
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it ? All of us are wiſe ſometime or other, but with 
this Difference, that ſome are ſo too late. F _ 
Obſervation and Foreſight, Solomon diſti 
and deſcribes the wiſe Man and the Fool, the = 
dent Man, and the ſimple one, Prov. xxii. 3. The 
' prudent Man, ſays he, foreſeeth Evil and bideth 
A but the 1 mple paſs on and are puniſbed. 

elſewhere propounds the Pattern, and up- 
| braids dilatory Man, who ought to maintain 
this Prerogati = of Reaſon over the Brute, for fall- 
ing ſo heedle 3 ſhort of the Ant in Apprehenſion, 


Providence, neceſſary to the Wel- 


1 
fare of his Being. The Ants (one of thoſe four 
Things on Earth exceeding wiſe) are @ People, ſays 
he, not ſtrong, yet they prepare their Meat in Sum- 
mer. Thoſe little People, with their little Reaſon, 
or rather Fragments or Shadow of it, ſo well ar- 
gue the Caſe, that they abundantly provide by their 
great Induſtry agai inſt Winter, when the Time 
comes that none . them can work. Did you ever 
know one of them neglect that Proviſion for their 
future Happineſs? or when did you ſee them idle 
in the Time of Working? Such a Creature as 
+ Man, who exceeds the other in the Glory of his 
Reaſon as much as in his Stature, might be a- 
ſhamed to ſtrut it ſo, unleſs he would ſhow his Su- 
| periority at leaſt by an equal Forecaſt.— I am not 
about to recommend to you that refined Sort of 
Diſcernment, or Talent of probable Conjecture, 
what may happen in Government, Councils, En- 
terprizes, and other human Affairs, which is the 
Reſult of much N and RN 
(as the Privilege of ſew) though it to ſet off 
the Powers of 19 Tow 1 a great Licht; as where 
it is ſaid by the Hiſtorian in the Life of Atticus; 
Prudentia eſt quedam divinatio ; which may be ren- 
dered by the Engliſh Proverb, A wiſe Man is half 
' -.& Prophet, But I am now * and 1 W 
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to holy Purpoſes that common obvious Forefight, - 
which is in every Man's Power; and none, no not 


of the meaneſt Underſtanding, need be without it, 


ſeeing it is what he keeps by him ruſting, and 
unuſed, though the very Safety of his Being lies 


at Stake, and depends upon it; or rather is to 
worſe Purpoſes uſed daily with great Sagacity and 
Addreſs in the common Tranſactions of Life. This 
is what the Parable of the unjuſt Steward emphati- 


cally urges and bears hard upon us for a Reforma- 


tion in, and very lively and ſtrongly preſſes us to a 


right Uſe of our Faculties, and of the Underſtand- 
ing or Fo 

Security of the Good, that is properly ours, in a. 
future and everlaſting World ; where there is only 


Satisfaction and Accommodation to be found for 


thoſe divine Faculties within us, which thirſt and 
ever want ſo 


of this World; and that ſomething is Heaven, 
from whence they were breathed, and for which we 
were ordained ; excluſive of which, and a free 


Choice and ſedulous Endeavour after it, it had 


not been worth the God of Heaven's while to have 
beſtowed the Faculties of Wiſdom and Reaſon up- 
on us Men, A little would ſerve well en 


cater for the Fleſh, and there needed no farther. Is 


it poſlible then to read this Parable of the unjuſt 
Steward, which my Text preſents to Conſideration, 


and at the ſame Time refrain from making Reflec- 
tion upon our own Improvidence? Or ceaſe to imi- 
tate his Prudence, and equal his Foreſight, 'in a 
Proviſion ſo much more neceſſary, for'a Life, for 
a Concern infinitely ſurpaſſing his ? Did he, as ſoon 
as ever he heard of the Danger he was in of being 


diſmiſſed from his Stewardſhip, immediately cat 
about which Way he ſhould provide for his Well- 
being, and fave himſelf from Ruin? Do we read 
this, and do we ſtill live thoughtleſs of any Stew- 
L ardſhip, 


ht which God has given us, for the 


mething in the greateſt Redundancy 
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146 SERMON VIII. 
ardſhip committed to us, thoughtleſs of its ever 
having an End, and as thoughtleſs of any Account 
to be given ? Did he leave nothing unforecaſt, and 
undone, for the Subſiſtence of a Life that is but for 
a Moment ? and do we provide, and do almoſt 
nothing for a Life that is eternal; deſerting the 
Conditions, and regardleſs of the Qualifications 
that muſt render it ſuch to us; and take to the 
careleſs Ways and wicked Practices that muſt make 
it miſerable to us in Puniſhment and Per- 
dition ? 2 1 . in our Place, 2 Stew- 
ardſhip e3 o we are indeed: then 
what Lite? even a Vapour, daily and hourly 
fleeting. Who can be ſure of To-morrow's Dawn? 
So precarious is that, yet ſo ſecure are we. 
In all other Buſineſs we can bethink us, That 
Forecaſt is as 


— enough i in providing ;. tho? it is not im- 
ford, 2nd ke « new eie Bret they know 
and take a new Leaſe : But tho” they know 
themſelves Tenants at Will to the great Lord of 
the Univerſe, and have no Leaſe, no Promiſe, no 
Manner of Aſſurance of avs, where they are, 
ſo much as RIP: cont pee uarter-Day ; yet. ＋ 
this great Uncertainty (whic Gs ah ol 
Things neceſſitate us to an early Proviſion) they 
never think to any Effect, or never ſeaſonably re- 
ſolve in their Mind, where they ſhall wow AY 
and what ſhall become of them. Bat in the Career 
of their Security, Death comes and arreſts them, 


— 
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puts them into Confuſian, turns them out of their 
Stewardſhip, carries them before their Lord and 
their Judge, and bids them give an Account of their 
Stewardſhip, for they ſhall be no longer Stewards, It 
ought not to be credited for our Reputation, that 
we are ſo acute, wiſe, and provident in one Caſe ; 
and in the other, which is a Matter of Life and 
Death eternal, ſo ſupremely thoughtleſs and ſu- 

pinely improvident. We ought to be aſtoniſhed 
at ſuch ings ; we ſhould be aſhamed of liv- 
ing ſuch a Reproach to Reaſon and ourſelves. If 
ever we would ſhew one Act of Reaſon in our 
Lives, let it, I pray you, be for the Amendment 
of this unreaſonable, this ruinous Improvidence of 


outs. For how can we ſhew we have an Intelle& 


above the Horſe we ride on, if we continue tq 
neglect this, the Neglect whereof betrays the great- 


eſt Abſence, ot rather Reverſe of Underſtanding, 


that can be ſhewn 3 more indeed than can be ac- 
counted for, or reconciled to the Pretenceof having 
Wiſdom and Prudence. If one is quick and pre- 
ſent to take the leaſt Hint of Danger, and provide 


accordingly; and that one is none other but dur- 


ſelves in all other Caſes, why ſo ſcandalouſly un- 
like ourſelves in not taking Warning in the grand 
Article of Danger, that threatens to overwhelm us 

with unſupportable Deſtruction, and hangs over 
our Heads every Moment? If we were not told of 
it, indeed there might be ſome Excuſe ; or if a 

future State was a meer Conjecture, there would be 
| ſome Pretence to demur; if the Way and Means 


of making a future Proviſion in Heaven, were 


neither certain nor plain, nor eaſy upon Uſe, it 

might be admitted as a Plea for putting off, and 

ſtill deferring thoſe Cares: But when we are fully 

informed, when we are continually warned and 

admoniſhed, well aſcertained of the Thing, 

and of the Feaſibility * it, and firmly pretend to 
; . 
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believe it too; when in the Midſt of Life we are in 
Death, and in the Midſt of ſeeing others called 
away from our Right- Hand, and from our Left, to 
give up their Accounts, we can ſtill find in our 
Hearts to forget our Accounts, and poſtpone the 
Thoughts of them. How can others call us Men, 
or we call ourſclves Chriſtians, whilſt we are thus 
abſconded from ourſelves, our Underſtanding, and 
our common Salvation? But our abſenting our- 
ſelves at this Rate, will never hide us from the 
Danger, but bring it Home to us the ſooner, as A- 
buſers of the precious Talent of Life and Under- 
landing; living not to the Truſt and Purpoſe of 
either ; having Ears, but will not hear ; Eyes, but 
will not ſee the Things that belong to our ever- 
laſting Peace. He who paſſes Days and Nights 

© in Chagrin and Deſpair for the Loſs of-an Em- 
« ployment, or ſome imaginary Blemiſh in his 
© Honour, is the very fame Mortal who knows 
* he muſt loſe all by Death, and yet remains 
„without Diſquiet, Reſentment, or Emotion. 
<< This wonderful Inſenſibility, with reſpe& to the 
«© Things of the moſt fatal Conſequence, in a 
Heart ſo nicely ſenſible of the meaneſt Trifles, 
is an aſtoniſhing Prodigy, an unintelligible En- 
« chantment, ſupernatural Blindneſs and Infatua- 
<« tion, ſays Paſchal.” Have we not Cauſe to 
be ſtartled ? For what, I pray, moved the Lord 
inthe Parable to diſmiſs the Steward from his Poſt, 
and diſcard him from all future Truſt and Favour, 
but, as we read Verſes the firſt and ſecond of this 
Chapter, He was accuſed of waſting his Lord's 
Goods? How is it that ] bear this of thee ; give an 
Account of thy Stewardſhip, for thou mayeſt be no 
longer Steward. If Abuſe and Miſmanagement 
was the Reaſon of diſplacing him from his Truſt ; 
can we, I beſeech you, believe that we do not ſtand 
very tickliſn in ours? If we look to the 1 
_ | Ta 
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Miſmanagement we have been guilty of, we ought 


to be in the utmoſt Apprehenſion of being turned 


out the next Hour, as unworthy any longer of the 


Patience and Forbearance of our Lord. Do we 


not know that Forbearance is no Acquittance ? Does 


not our Lord, does not our own Conſcience ac- 
cuſe us of embezzelling our Time in wicked Works 


or fruitleſs Devices? of neglecting to improve the 


Talents and Opportunities committed to our Ma- 


nagement, and of diverting them to foreign Pur- 


us, in his Favour ? Can you deny this, Sinner, and 
will it never be Time to think what will become of 

you, when you are turned out of your Stewardſhip ? 
Is the provoking your Maſter more and more, the 
true Way to preſerve his Favour, and make you 
ſafer in your Truft ? Do you not rather tremble to 


preſume at that Rate? Can you find any Hole to 
creep out of Sight on that Day? And is not he the 


greateſt of Fools that thus forgets himſelf ? O how 


froward and hard-hearted are you againſt your own 


Happineſs, and your. preſent Opportunity of mak- 
ing yourſelves for-ever, if you can entertain a 
Thought any more of deferring to bleſs God for 
| ſparing you ſo long, and granting you the preſent 
Time, and the good Inclination of making your 


Peace with him, and defiring of him a longer 


Space of Life, only for the Sake of 


x perfectin 
what you have ſo long neglected; till you — 


till you expiate paſt Tardineſs, by a more remark- 
able Diligence and Circumſpection 


We have all of us received a Truſt from his 


rich Hands, though there is a Difference in Degree 
and Quality; and if we conſider our Remiflneſs 
and ill Husbandry, have too much Reaſon to be 
afraid, that God will not throw away his Goods 


ng the End he deſigned 
LI them 
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150 SERMON VII. 
them for, that we generally convert them to the 
quite contrary. I ſhould be unjuſt to the Deſign of this 
Parable, if I did not inſtance the Talent of Riches, 
becauſe it is peculiarly intimated in this Place: The 
next Words to my Text make this very Applica- 
tion, and a neat deal of the Energy of the Parable 
belongs to it ; 17 x © unto you, 8 
Friends of the Adios of Unrighieouſneſs, 
when you fail they n 22 | coi 
 Habitations. It is with very great 
Propriety that Riches are ſtiled the Po. of 
Unrigbteouſne/s, in oppoſition to the {rue For 
and godly Treaſure, ver. 11, by reaſon, as I con- 
ceive farther, that thoſe earthly Riches are ſo un- 
_juft and wnrighteous, as never to anſwer Men's 
Hopes and ExpeRations from-them, nor yield in 
opment that 1 they promiſed them - 
| ſelves. And IL would obſerve further, that they 
may be ſtiled unrighteaus Mammon, as this ſigni- 
 fies, that as often as they are detained from being 
prudently diſperſed and given to the Poor, they 
become a Maſter of Unrighteouſneſs to the Owner. 
This ſeems to me the faireſt Conſtruction, becauſe 
in the 12th Verſe after they are tiled the Things 
that are anotber May's, 2 οrgier, as if others, the 
Poor and Needy | had a better he and Title to 
ſone Proportion af them than the : As this 
exactly agreeable to the Notion of a  Steward- 
tip, fir disburſing them according to the Will 
Intention of the Maſter. What the Law of 
the Land calls our Property, God's Diſtribution 
makes a Truſt: As long therefore: as it is kept 
from the Poor, in the Proportion that Prudence 
directs they ſhould receive, they are defrauded, and 
we are unjuſt and anrighreous and therefore, as 


prove and diftribute this Taleor, 
— make to ourſelves Friend: | 
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Being when our Riches ſhall have none; and there- 
by-ingratiate ourſelves into God's Favour, when 
they leave us in the Lurch ; and if he will be our 
Friend in that Need, that is to have a Friend indeed. 
Theſe Applications to the 13th Verſe all run 
the leſs to the greater: Therefore he that is fo i 
r 
po rh Things, as they are called Verſe 10. does 
peo rage mag antes bog, or 
greater; admoniſhin convincing all 
will confider it, that Riches are the leaſt valuable 
Talent that God commits unto Man in this World, 
and that we have 
into our Hands in Truſt, for 


to Futurity, and reflect what our Condition ſhall be 
many Ages hence, as well as what it is at 4H 
We ſay that Gold may be bought too dear; and is 
3 Pleaſure, vain Honour, and un- 
juſt Profit, a bad and a great deal too 
dear, that brings Penitence, a Pain of Mind, 
| without that Pains everlaſting ? „Knowing that 
<< the Miſery or Happineſs reſerved in the other 
bi 5" Work ole nothing of their Reality by being 
En i), OR Re HO 
4e it); 
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* 1 2 of 2 Nature, and br ny 
5 our carrying our 
44 wot End of — A es, 42d conſiderin 
c the moſt diſtant as well as moſt immediate Ef- 
<< fects ; it would help us to ſuperſede every lirtle 
6 Pro of Gain and Advantage, which 
F fers itſelf to us, whenever we do not find it con- 
<< ſiſtent with our Views of Hereafter.” If the 
Things that are eternal are not ſeen, yet their ever- 
laſting Duration is weighty enough to make them 
felt; for they muſt over-bear with their Excel- 
Jence; and weigh down all Compariſon, with thoſe 
ho can compute of the little Finger and the Body 
which is biggeſt, a Minute of ah Hour, and a 
Year which is the longeſt. Our Declaration (a the 
Children of Light) is to walk by Faith and not by _ 
Sight; we. mult therefore, hs 1 as wile - 
in our Way, as the Children of this World in , 
theirs, be as diligent and active, ſtudious of the 
beſt Means, reſolute and ſpeedy, conſtant and 72 
ſevering ;; as conſiſtent with our own 
careful to maintain a Medium between Fear 5 
Aſſurance, and to rectify Slips and Miſtakes ; as 
aware to 9 all Hindrances, and as lagacious 
to make due Proviſion for the future. 
And now, did we in any Degree imitate the 
| Children of this World in theſe commendable 
Steps of Conduct, how eaſ a Thing would Reli- 
gion 41 how ſurely ſhould weall attain Heaven. 
Did we make the getting thither any thing like a 
| Buſineſs, it would be impoſſible that- any Chri- 
ſtian ſhould miſcarry.— And what Buſineſs have 
we to compare to this? All other Things that we 
can ſet our Hands or Hearts about, in compariſon 
with and excluſive of it, is utterly wrong, mere 
Digremon from the Purpoſe of our being placed 
in this World. This can never deceive us; we were 
[cha and} that for us: The other moſt 
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commonly has, does, and will delude our Labour 
and the Vanity thereof is ſore Bitterneſs in the End: 


Why then, for God's Sake, for our Soul's Sake, 

are we not more attentive to the Intereſt | and Ser- 
vice of our proper Affair, wherein we are ſure not 
to loſe our ö og hore 


Pais, .Care, 
earthly Penny, .rightly applied, would for every 
Penny procure us ineſtimable eternal Treaſure. — 
What then is the 
_gious Folly of being Penny-wiſe and Pound- 
1h? If Wiſdom. is ſeen in making a 
giving little for a Thing of great Worth, Thy do 
not we buy Heaven with our Pains, which are fo 
comparatively ſmall, and in reality fo pleaſant and 
light withal ? How long, O Man! will thy Rea- 
ſon be of ſuch Abſurdity in 
ment, as to be only wiſe and careful about Trifles, 
bur indifferent and unconcerned at the Ruin of thy 
Being? To be wiſe for a few Moments, and Fools 
for- ever? Nay, to be damned with more 


of Toil and Forecaſt than would have ſerved to 


_ fave us for-ever ? Did we look upon Hell to be as 


| bad as begging, or Heaven to be equal to a Com- 


_ petency of Living; the unjuſt Steward could not 
outdo one of us, either in ofecaſt or Expedition, 


| for eſcaping the one and ſecuring the other: The 
Quickneſs of our Underſtanding would then be as 


conſpicuous as his; and its Purblindneſs and mo- 
ral I no. longer. complained of by God.— 
Account to God, and tell him if y ou can, who: it 
is has given you a-Licenſe to play the Fool only 
in the Affair of Salvation ? "54 how much does 
God and his bleſſed Scrip ture forbid it? earneſtly 


that we may ſhew ourſelves Men i in the 
choicaft Anicks of a Man. How can we forgive 


— ins ths procigiens Infomation of cou mw 


t that get us an 


contrary Conduct, but the and. | 


ales. inviting, od — by.the Name 


it, 
upon a Trifle. 
Skill, Appli by 
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us to 
hands us on 


Alnughty God being alwa 
ing in the Bufineſs of this World; adviſe with your 
own cuſtomary Management in the Particulars I 
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have mentioned in theſe three Diſrourſes; be e- 
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SERMON 


The Ninth. 

The creat. Duty of Refleftion. The rui- 
| nous Effects of emittin , and the ſa- 
 Iuary Benefes of diſcharging it 


PROV. Chap. iv: Ver. 26. 
Ponder the Path of thy Feet, and let all Was 
| 7 os ty 


O W long will it be true, and the Fault 
laſt, that Men will be Hearers of the 
Word and not Doers, deceiving their 
| Cone | Yet how eaſily might this 
3 „ and duly exerting 
Aventien and griical Application of her Minds | 
comparing, their Miſtakes, F or Mi. 
carriages, by the Rule of God's Commandments ? 
Nor is there, let me tell you, any other human 
Method whatſoever, to avail ourſelves of the Word 
of Exhortation, the Uſe of the beſt Books, the 
 Scripturesof Truth, or of our own Reaſon, but 


9 


that of reflecting, conſidering, and applying, — 
What avails our knowing the Road to a Place? 


unleſs it is our Care to walk therein, advert when 
right, and return to that, as ſoon as we perceive 
-  ourſclves wrong. In the Metaphor of the Text, 
our central Place * 
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fore us; and as in the Verſe preceding, whatever 
Objects occur, we ought to uſe them ſo conſiderate- 
13 loſe Sight thereof in the Eyes of our 
3 but, as much as may be, convert them 
all, Tad Seaſon, to the carrying on 
that one great View. In the Verſe after the Text, 
we are neither to turn to the Rigbt-Hand, nor to the 

Left, as Pilgrims intent not to go aſtray, nor de- 
fle& from the Paths of Life. But when not care- 
ful to avoid the crooked Ways of Evil, how can 
the Feet of an y of us keep the ſtrait Road of Virwe 
a Pe Ove Wy to Heaven, it is very 
well known, = keeping our Lives and cee 
tions obedient and to his divine _ 
and holy Example, who is the only Way, the 
certain Truth, and in both Reſpects - 67 la 
> * — ow 
is as z the con- 

firawving Attractions of bis Lane, the moving 
Powers of the World to come, and all and fingu- 
lar the divine Perſuaſions and moſt gracious Ar- 
guments of the Book of God, will be no other 


in your ſerious. 
low can we then, who are inw 


ing frequently to che due Application of this great, .- 
thi indiſpenſable Means for being good? Of j 
all the Cauſes of the Decay of Picty. though there 
is no one more in every body's Power to help, In- k 
conſideration is the chief; ing{muches i is that only | 
which ſuffers any other Cauſe to take Effect Ks 1 
to be bewailed, indeed, as the and great | 
Diftemper oft Mind! s the Cane of i ge 5 | 


Tance, 


| propounded in the Text, and 
of your preſent Indulgence, whilſt 1 endeavour to 
inforce the Obligations we are all under to ponder 
eur Paths, and conſider our Ways, from the fol- 
I. From the ruindus Effects, and the great 
| „ Unteaſonableneſs of not doing it. | 
II. From the fal 
bent Duty 


| inning, much leſs 
n 
Am n | , | 
nac bb 
Image Our rame, |; — 
with a thougheful Fac —— 
Conſcience, that $43; bran·, for 
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exerted, 


z and induce 
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The Great Duty of Reflection. 
Ad inne us to the Duties thence 


the bleſſed Conſequence n 


God into the endleſs Rewards of his 
ing..—God bas ſet the World (it is his oun 
ſion) in the Heart of Man, that our Minds might 
Join with our 

Workmanſhip, the ſtupendous Skill. of the Al- 
mighty Power and Goodneſs, Both the Great- 
neſs and the Smallineſs, the Make and Number, 


Animals, and Stars, do all point out God do ſe- 
verally reflect the well - proved Iaſtances of his in- 


finite Wiſdom, Majeſty, and Beneficence to our 


hath made us, and not we ourſelves 1 hath made 


us out of ſmall Begi matching an immate- 


nnings, 
rial Soul to Matter and Body, and multiplied Won- 
and made 


ders in our human Frame, com 


ſubjected to our Command as Inſtruments of the 

Nouriſhment and Defence of the whole; whilſt the 
Main-Springs of Animal Life, the Inwards, Heart, 

Stomach, and Bowels of the So 

as well as the meaneſt of the P 


* pairing Operations, without ſo much as aſking our 
Advice. For he orders thoſe 
ters himſelf, by a Wiſdom inſcratable, and for a' 
Time unknown.— When he taketh away our 
Breath we die.—So much is God in, and through, 


and about us all; and we all live, move, and have 


| our Being in him. Do we depend then upon his 
— and daily ſubſiſt by his — 


Eyes in peruſing the divine 


the Kind and Uſes, as well as the Periods of Plant, 


exicenal Pans-of -che Body  belg cnly 


are ſtill in 
his controuling Hands, to perform their Life- re- 


Mat- 


_ and Obligations to live as we were made, think- - 


Were 
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and ſhall we for that Reaſon ſpend the Days of our 
Life in offending againſt him? Or, fooliſhly, and 
more than brutiſhly, as ſome go on to do; make 
a. Rebel of that very Being which exiſts by him? 
No; this is of old proteſted againſt by the Grati- 


_ tude of the Ox and the Aſs, that Man ought not 
to be ſounattentive to his daily Preſerver! | 


Thus Nature, you ſee, furniſhes both Materials 


ing, reflecting Creatures; a ſtanding Accuſation, 
and the .certain Confuſion of their who 
hve, any where in this World, againſt Reaſon, 
and without the Benefit of Thought, Religion, and 
God.. The Beaſts that periſh want his rational Soul, 
to pay Praiſe and Obeiſance to their Maker God; 


_ the Man has it, and has it at his Liberty only to 
_ taſte their Pleaſures, and live and die as ſtupidly 


as thy and therefore fit to be. no more ſeen; as the 
of all Creatures under Heaven.—God is 
moved at it, as much as he can be, that there 


| ſhould be found a Man ſo perverſe to his own Wel- 


fare, as to occupy Reaſon only to aid, not 
govern his Actions: The good A are affect- 
ed with the Loſs and Diſappointment of thoſe who 
deſigned for their Sociery ; the evil ones re- 
Joice at the Folly ; and the Cattle and creeping 
Things under his Feet would be amazed at it, if 
Id come tothe Knowledge that their Lord 

nd Maſter, i. e. any one of us, ſhould ſtoop fo low, 
as to aim at the ſame End with them, and glory 
ina Way of Life that leads thereto : Every thing 
is concerned for him but himſelf, and it is only 


poſſible for him not to be ſo for himſelf, but 


upon that wretched Account, becauſe he forgets to 
reflect.—All ſublunary Creatures are wiſe for them- 
ſelves, but the wiſeſt of them, Man, who is only 
neglectful of the beſt Effect of Wiſdom, and the 


7; = = 
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his Word into our Hands, and the png 


ward our 


_ cleareſt Light, makin 
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very Uſe and End of Being Would he for his 
Pains take the Name of Fool for acting thus, it 


would be conſiſtent; but to be averſe to paſh for 


What he really is, and ſo impertineatly arrogate 
| Reaſon to himſelf, and act fo 1 ; Wi- 


dom, and do ſo unwiſely, is not —_— 


Reproach of human Underſtanding, but invert- 


ing the very Names of Things. 


This, Brethren, is a ſevere Truth, as we are Men, 
but ſtill is nothing in Compariſon of what we know : 
of our Danger as we are Chriſtians: Since the 
Wiſdom of God has ſo highly valued thoſe Souls 
of ours, which are at ſuch an Under-rate with us, 
asto give his only-begotten Son out of his own 


Boſom for their Redemption, paſſing by Angels 


when amm Favour, and at *_ ſur- 


of 1 
moſt continually in our- Ears, that be that bath 
Ears to bear might. hear? Has he not gai C- 
ceptance and Reconciliation to us Belicvers, to re- 
and fincere Obedience ? Or, 
if you turn the Proſpect, are the eternal tremen- 
dous Puniſhments unthreatened to deter any Diſo- 
bedience ? Has he not brought Immortality to- the 
g the Immortality of our 
Souls, and their future State, as plain to us as the 


daily Mortality of our Bodies? How then ſhall we 


. I eat, ſo tly caſy Sal- 
— ion 7 For ar nx all the Conditions of our Fe 

very eaſy to any Degree of Diligence? Are the 
re regular due 
Growth unto the Perfection of human Nature, and 
the very Peace of our own Spirits? Is not the 
Knowledge thereof plain even to the Way 
Man, meafuring the Whole by the End of all; 
— 9 
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Whence then comes it to paſs, that ſo many give 
ſo little Heed, daily ſhewing very credible Tokens 
of their knowing no ſuch Things ? Has the God 
of our Nature made us impreſſible to Hope and 


Fear, Rewards and Puniſhments, and done all in 
his Power conſiſtent with the Li 


berty of human 
Will, to affe& the one with the moſt amiable, and 


the other with the moſt terrible Things ? Where- 


fore then do ſo many ſpend their Days inſenſible of 
the great Stake, willingly forgetting, and conti- 


nual the main Purpoſe of Life, a 

iT: hereafter ?—— What then, upon 
the Search, will be found to be the Father and Mo- 
ther of theſe Abſurdities, this F 


but a choſen Incogitancy of ſpiritual Things, 
r own Conſent, may open on. a- 
dulterous Love of this World? What Multitudes 
of Chriſtians are there, who proſeſs to live A 
Faith; to have their Heart, their Hope 
Treaſure, heir Home in Heave, yer have fo fr 
loſt the Remembrance, and laid the Notion 
of ſuch heavenly Things, as to act in Earneſt, as 
if the Reverſe was only true; having Hearts and 

Affections only for Animal Good, purſuing this 
World with an cogrofſed Induſtry, as if it was their 
ſole Affair, without that Deſire and ing as if it 
was theironly Happi ineſs, and with that Preference, 
as if it was their 4 — End? The Light may 


Hine long enough upon Darkneſs, before it will be 
comprebended by it, if the Lovers of Darkneſs re- 


Ae 
as we are with ſo Means of Truth, and ſo 
many Overtures of Light, it is not in our Power to 
make the e 
of God's Truth, or the practical 
it, but by our not adverting at all to it, _ 
Dot: tort defalbory: no more than 


| the open Eye can help ſeeing Things at Mid-day, 


hy any other Method — of looking off. It 
. 8 


that are excellent, but likewif the doing 


ſelves, to recolle& our f 


to holy Wiſdom, and crown us with everlaſting 
Happineſs ? Yet how many Artifices have ſimple 


Loſſes, and would fain ſtand in our Way by the 


 Adverſity of Diſappointments, able, if any thing 
can, to raiſe from the Dead the Power « 


reminding us of our Errors, and convincing us of 
. M2 our 
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is eaſy and pleaſant for one to diſtinguiſh Co- 


lours by . ſo is it for the other, I mean 
our Will, the Overſeer of all Acts of Conſidera- 
tion, to lay the Truth of Duty before the Under- 
ſtanding, ſo long as to think moſt ſeriouſly, and 
very religiouſly upon it ; the Conſequence o which 
aſſuredly would be not only the approving Things 
of them. 

Plain it is, and acknowledged by all, that 
there muſt be Attention, before there can be Af- 
ſent to any moral Arguments or Motives. Tho 
the Reaſons for Religion and ſerving God out- 
weigh this whole World (as they Aua do) ſtill 


we can feel no Manner of Weight in them, before 


we put them into the Scale of Conſideration, and 


ballance them together.—So univerſally true is it 


of us all, that all our Follies and Sins proceed more - 


from Inconſideration of our Duty, than 2 


rance of it! 
How many Ways 


has God 20 bring na 0ar- 

ing Thoughts 
muſing upon many Things, to fetch home our 
abſent Mind, bring us and Reaſon to converſe to- 
gether and ad together, that he advance us 


Men to defeat them all jointly and ſeverally? When 

Joſt to the Ways of firſt loving him, by letting 
our Love run in the Profuſion of its Embraces to 
this vain fickle World ; he often checks us with 


Conſi- 
deration unto Life. He ſpeaks to us as the Know- 


er of our Hearts, in a Language that reaches the 


Heart, that holy Oracle that is in all our Hands; 
he utters his Voice in the Word of Exhortation, 


- 
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our Sins; he many times argues the Caſe ; he fre- 
1 quently promiſes and invites ; he is ſometimes an- 
Ly | gry and threatens: Again, in many Scriptures, he 
| | entreats and beſeeches ; he would t throughout the 
1 Whole, freely pardon all that is * g 
I' aſſiſt our Weakneſs, and amicably guide us wi 
| his Counſel ; and, if we would do any thing to 
for ourſelves and our Lives, after that re- 
= ve en into a moſt glorious Felicity : He adjures 

1 uss by the Love we bear ourſelves to hearken; he 
| | expoſtulates with all that is rational, with all that 
= 3 Chriſtian in us, not to diſappoint him any longer 
= in redeeming our Souls: He calls to all that is on 
We | his Side in us, not to proſtitute his Image to Vice, 
> or turn his Honour any more to Infamy, but ſhine 
= forth in- Virtue and good Works, and become the 

2 HFabitation of God the Spirit. "x Þþ 
| No after ſo much Exuberance of 1 
4 — heavenly Importunity of Addreſſes every 

| where, that there be any where found one 

1 wicked and incorrigible Chriſtian, is more than 
| could be expected ; but that they are ſtill ſo many, 
| ſo very many, who can forbear deploring ! 
| How many Things do we know, and yet do 

N not know them, becauſe we draw no Conſequences 
from them; and if we pretend to ſay we never 
ht of them, it is the greateſt Folly that can 
be expreſſed in fo many Words ; nevertheleſs, is 

any thing more uſual with moſt Peo le, than to 

<< think no more of them than they of their dy- 
ing Day,” as the idle Phraſe is? We every Day, 
for Inſtance, ſee our own Faultineſs in the Defaults 
.of _ yet for Want of Application, and 
drawing uence right to ourſelves, we are 
— "Lind to the Emendation of our own ; 
we cenſure not in that Looking-Glaſs where the 
Cenſure ſhould commence, till at length we forget 
that we ue ile onder ofthe ame e 
worſe; 


14 
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worſe ; but if the Reproaches of - Conſcience are 
clamorous, we try to abſcond ſomewhere from 


them in the Throng of worldly Company, Buſineſs, 
or Pleaſure, 


Again ; we know very well that God is conti- 
nually preſent with us, about our Bed, and about our 
Paths, obſerving our Thoughts, Words, and Ac- 
tions 3 that he remembers what we forget; yet we 
make a Practice of corrupting ourſelves, and do- 
ing Deſpite to him, as if he knew nothing of the 
Matter, or could not, or would not call us to account 
for the ſame. Draw. but the Conſequence right, 
which the leaſt Conſideration ſuggeſts, that thou 
art affronting him to his very Face, that all thy 
Tranſgreſſions, with or without mortal Witneſs, 
are equally open and odious before him, and then 
go and fin with that Reſtraint, if thou dareſt. 
Again ; we experimental ly know that the Good- 
neſs of e in his moſt gracious 
Forbearances and „ What other is 
the rational Concluſion that flows from thence, 
but to lead thee to Repentance ? When Mercy and 
Clemency fail of winning upon a Rebel, he muſt 
be — gt ſome affecting Terror. But tho 
the Door of Mercy is open To- day, that every 
one may be a Day ſhort of deſpairing in his Sins, 
the Voice of the Lord that calls To- day, does as 
as tell you, that your wilful Refuſal To-day hardens 
your perverſe Hearts, and conſequently turns God 
more againſt you, and your Hearts more againſt 
him To- morrow: Why then, in the Name of Com- 
mon Senſe, will any of you go on to ſo pre- 
poſterouſly, and infer ſtill on fo inh y and un- 
accountably, as to think of deferring any more till 
To- morrow? To defer till then what is it 
but to caſt Lots for Salvation, and put that infinite 
— to the Risk, which was in your Power 
to have ſecured ?—lIs Ingratitude, or Inſult againſt 
— that is armed — juſt 2 
3 


Things ?---Then let caſting 


But wwhoſo is wiſe, will ponder theſe Things, and t 


the Reformation of their finful Life, as an evil Day 
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the beſt Proof of your Conſideration of theſe 
yourſelves deliberately 
upon F — 
wiſeſt Inſtance of Contrivance for your own Safety 


ſhall underſtand the Loving-kindneſs of ts Lord, 


asto have an immediate Kindneſs, and Mercy for 


themſelves. | 
Do not we know, again, that our Life is a very 

uncertain Thing? Yet uncertain as it-is, our fu- 
preme Buſineſs, a ion for a future State, 
depends upon it. Nothing is better known than 
this, yet than. this there is nothing leſs generally 
known in human Life, I mean leſs conſidered.— 
Can any one that bears me now, want a 'Memo- 


randum, or a Summons of his own Mortality? 
_ the Funerals: or Graves moreover of Co-tem- 


and Relations, are ſo often before. them |! 
et in ſpite of all theſe Momentos, Multitudes 


have been, but I pray God they may be no more, + 


ſo 


thoughtleſs of their great they put off 


far off; they often enough think, that a true Re- 


pentance is never too late; but they never ſo much 


as ſuppoſe or imagine, that a late Repentance may 
not be, and ſeldom is, valid to Salvation. And 


ſome have ſo often adjourned the Conſideration 
of their Ways, and the Amendment of their Lives, 
that their Minds are grown impotent to the Work, 
having no Defire ; neither can they find in them- 


ſelves the leaſt Beat of Pulſe for eternal Life. So 
very fatal and ij 


an Evil is the wilful Habit 
of not po cur Paths! And what is it that 
brings a Creature to this. deplorable 
State, but the noe uſing ſeriouſly that Conſideration 
which God has given for working out their own 
Salvation? O fooliſh and unwiſe! to be ſo long an 


Enemy to thyſelf, as is „ — 4 
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his own Soul: Nor is it a Combination a- 
only, but againlt all the Intereſts of thy 
ppineſs ; not only againſt Reli- 
inſt Reaſon ; nay, even againſt Com- 
* elf. , 
in Default of that Conſideration, which 
to dwell with every Chriſtian, behold what 
Cloud of witneſſing Abſurdities appear 


3 ng | 
Care, which is the very Crown of their Life, all that 


can, in TO ST IK of our Con- 
ſideration. have extinguiſhed Reaſon, I 
„ 


„% i wot 8 OR - 
infiſt they only fleep at Night; prefer a Bubble in 


Hand to the Incertainty of an eternal Crown of Glo- 
ry; are indolent and merry upon the Brink of De- 
ſtruction ; Betrayers of Chriſt, under the Friendſhip 
of his Name; 1 God, under the Co- 
ver of to believe in him: Effects as to 
them are without Cauſes; Excellence without Like- 
ing 3 Miſery and Ruin without Fear or Dread; 
Judgments without Deſign or Amendment ; Fa- 
culties, Means, Opportunities, without Uſe ; 
Words without Meaning, their own Mother Tongue 
without Senſe or Sound : All good Books, and 


Publications of good Things, equally inſignificant ; 


Bibles, Pulpits without Converts, and Churches 
without Religion.——Would you, can you bear to 


ſee all this ſummed up in one Perſon, it is in thy 


own ſelf, thoughtleſs Sinner; whoever thou art, 
Thou. art the Man Let Heaven will have Mercy 


K provided we receive the Con- 
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168 SERMON IX. 
teſted Folly ; and with all our Heart, Mind, and 
Strength, invite in, and fit down by the Light of 
Conſideration, till it penetrateall our crooked Ways, 
and the dark Receſſes of our Favourite Sin or Sins, 
and rectify every Irregularity of our Paths. And fol 
enter upon the ſaving Benefi' of that excellent man- 
Iy Duty, which was the ſecond Thing propoſed. 
Now, if we would ariſe from vicious Security, 
put on the Habit of Advertence, and call in Con- 
ſideration to be our Friend and Adviſer, it would 
ſhew itſelf more and more, by joining "with God 
in writing his Laws in our Heart and inward Parts; 
laying up there for Uſe his reſtraining Word, that we 
may deſiſt from ſinning againſt him; treaſuring up 
there the curious Works of his Hands for devout 
Adoration of him, and never forgetting the more 
wonderful Mercy of Redeeming us, as a conti- 
nual Memorandum of the fulleſt Obligation to him 
all the Days of our Life. Then ſhould we be as 
Angels, diſcerning between Good and Evil : Then, 
bleſſed Day ! would true Reaſon, then would true 
Religion, flouriſh. The Houſes of God would ſee 
no. Hypocriſy. nor Irreverence in them: The Pul- 
pits would be heard with Candour; and a truſty 
Remembrance to amend what is amiſs, and to do 
thoſe Duties whichthe buſy World is conſtangly y prone 
to forget, and ſtands in rn at 
leaft every Week of their Lives. The Book of 
God would obtain its blefſed End, in teaching us to 
fear him and keep his Commandments z giving 
thoſe on RS Hed cs right 
Notions of him, of themſelves, and of Religion ; 
preſcribing the Means, and pointing out the Ends 
of Religion, and in both Reſpects completely laying 
before us the true and only Way of Salvation. E- 


very eee 3 Im for 
Good upon us ities and Means would be 
embraced to the Employment of our Powers. 


Secing 


. 
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from beholding 
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the other. Every Thing would be in Order, as 
may ſay, to revive heavenly Thoughts in us. 
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LS dements,we ſhould learn Righteouſne and 
— every where the — Va 
tions of his Hands, we ſhould admit the Demon- 


ſtration of his Being, and of his being glorious in 
Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. We ſhould learn 
to live in the precautionary Fear of the moſt dread- 
ful, and in ardent Love of the moſt amiable 
Things 


We ſhould be found making as much 
Conſcience of denying God in our Works, as in 
our Lips; and our common Converſation would 
become the Goſpel of, and be no longer a Shame 
to, our Name in Chriſt. In ſhort, Confideration 


vould conduct Man to the Knowledge of that which 


is truly his Good, and that which is truly his Evil, 
and to the Means of enjoying the one, and avoi 


And, afterall, is it not that Conſideration which 
makes the proper Application of every ſerious 


Thing; teaching the right Uſe of this World; re- 


minding of the Preference of the next in all our 
Labours ; deducing and converging all the Good 
of our Knowledge to the Conduct of our Lives? 
Foraſmuch as the moſt Knowing, without that ſort 
of Application, will in Effect be ſtill 1 
and remain as ſpeculative, ſublime, and empty 
Clouds. Though we know the Scri 


ptures, 
though we are firmly eftabliſhed in the Truth of 


them, ſtill we receive, we can receive no Benefit, 


but through the other. — For none can become or 


continue a good Chriſtian, merely becauſe he once 


. 
ng. the 1 Reaſons, reviſing 
the comfortable and immoveable Grounds of it. 
For that Reaſon, our Minds muſt frequently con- 
verſe with divine Truths, for Renewal of that which 
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Pro- 
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Hunpirey Mackwerth's Diſcourſe on 


Sir 


— — 


The Wiſdom of this World. . _— 


y promiſe, before Relations and Neighbours preſent, - 
3 to keep and obſerve, The Condition was this, 
£ That every Day of his Life, after be was dreſſed, 
and ready to go abroad, be ſhould „ in 

Bis Chamber for balf. an Hour, without Com 
— * 


: Books, or any Thing to divert him from from Thinking þ 
himſelf. The Son obſerved his Promiſe u 
i nour, and ſtrictly obey*d his Father's * Com- 
mand. And it was an irkſome half Hour to him 
| for a long Time, and was put to no other Uſe but 
to contrive and cater for his wonted Senſualities.— 
At Length, it came to his Mind, what ſhould be 
the of his Father to impoſe ſuch an odd 
ſort of Command upon him. It muſt certainly be, 
thinks he with himſelf, to recover me from my 
lewd Courſes. —And thus by Degrees he became en- 
 tirely convinced of the Vanity of a wicked Life ; 
and finding great Satisfaction in his Reſolution to 
change his Manner of Living, and conſult Reaſon 
and Conſideration in all his Actions; he forſook 
his ill y. — Thoughts, 8 
took great Delight in reading the Scri and 
practical Diſcourſes of Divinity, and me ona 
of the moſt pious, moſt ſincere, and moſt accom- 
pliſhed Gentlemen in all his Country.” 
| This Hiſtory exemplifies the Subject before us 3 
and this Matter of Fact, in its chief Import, ap- 
plies itſelf to the great I have been recom- 
mending. —And now, in Concluſion, if this is the 
Key of Divine Wiſdom for opening your Thoughts 
to a righteous, ſober, and godly Converſation, and 
every one of this Audience have it in their Power, 
who have the Uſe of Reaſon and Faculty of Conſi- 
deration, I hope, I pray carneſtly, that it may be 
as much your Refolurion, as it is your Intereſt every 
Wap, to make due and 8 | 
Conſider what has been faid, and the Lord give 
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SERMON 
The Tenth. 
4 of the Divine — How to 


be conceived, and the Advantages 
* meditating on it. 


— 


1 have ſet the Lord always before me. 
HE Omnipreſence of God, which the 
 Pſalmiſt here ſets before our Thoughts, 
and us to in our Prac- 
| tice, as he himſelf did, is, as to the 
Manner of it, confefledly ineffable and unſearch- 
able; r and as e- 
in Value to us, as is the Being of God: Seeing 
Ground of all Religion i ceraily 1d in th 
Belief as much of his Providence and I I 
ver us, . 15 
it poſſible for him to be a God to any one, to any 
Purpoſe of Religion or Duty, if he was not Jike- 
viva Jodge toreward and punith acconlingro cur 
Behaviour? But how could our Behaviour be judg d, 
and truly brought to Account, if he was not an ac- 
curate Obſerver 9 Inſpector of * 


Of the Divine Ommipreſence. 173 
ever we think, ſpeak, do, or ſuffer, with reſpe& 
to thoſe Laws he has preſcribed to us ? | 
In this Conſideration our Pſalmiſt elſewhere ac- 
ER Tre Reaſon of all his re- 
2 1 bave kept thy Precepts and 
Timon, for ao: Ways were before thee. 
2 What i very much the Reaſon and 


ron Iden er dem R ion, muſt neeeds be ex- 
ient at all Times to the Practice of it. 
hich I ſhall at this Time endeavour, by impreſ- 
fing upon our Minds the actual Application, and 
„ _ 
in this Reſpect: Conducive, as I hope it 

may prove, to animate us to our ſeveral Duties, to 
reſtrain from any wilful Sin him, and ad- 
minifter Comfort in all the Troubles and Adver- 
ſities of Life. Whether we think of God as 
preſent, or not, he is nevertheleſs intimately ſo with 
us in all our Ways, Thoughts, and Words ; and we 
can be no more removed from his Inſpection, than 
from the Conſciouſneſs of our own Exiſtence under 
him. It muſt needs then be our Prudence to re- 
fect often upon it to the Purpoſe of a circumſpect 
Behaviour before him, that it may end in our im- 
mortal Happineſs in his-Preſence for evermore. -- 

And that we may be the more obſervant ofthis ex- 
len Gompendhum of pracical Religion it my 
be proper, 


— of the Ways of God's be- 
ing faid to be preſent, and our correſpondent 
| Duty of ſetting him always before w. ; 
II. To give a few Inſtances of the manifold 
— Advantages of a conftant Performance of it. 


. He is faid, and that moſt conſtantly, to be | 
in Heaven ; and we are by his Son to pray 
to our Father which is in Heaven: That being the 


inward 


174 SERMON KX. 
| Inward Court of hisall-glorious Preſence, where he 
dwells in Light inacceſſible, in ſuch refulgent Ma- 
jeſty that the Retinue of Angels veil their Faces, 
and bow their Heads to his Footſtool. There i the 
beatifick Preſence, where there. is Fulneſs of Joy, to 
lad the Souls of all juſt Men made perſe 2 ho 
he is conftanly "elidenr on Earth by Mi infinite EL. 
yet he is but obſcurely ſeen, and very im- 
Pee eye yed by the beſt of us. Our preſent 
eakneſs and n in the Body intercepts 
ſo happy a Sight, and our Sins render as unworthy 
of it.—Tho? equally diffuſed every where in his 
Power and Know it is in 
ſcenſion to the Manner of Men, who know only 
_ one Tace for ons Ting at a Time, that his Reſi- 
dence is ſo much to be in Heaven, We 
ſpeak of him as there, as if he all ſublu- 
fi a « Fi, ty mori kf 


9 is he more inari 3 
Js ſens e in offices; TYTT ifeſta- 
tion of himſelf to Purpoſes extraordinary, N 


ſome eſpecial Powers and Providences on Earth; 
mighty Things done from Time to Time 
tldren of Muel, to whom he often gave a 


1 by a viſible Scbecinab of 


ir Way of his Preſence is, by his 
„ iction, as in the Sanctuary, and 
of his Worſhip ſet apart for his Ser- 
: Where he records his Name, and whither 
he calls us to preſent our common 
before him, for all Things requiſite and 
neceſſary, as well for the Body as the Soul; and 
| here, as in the Publick, in the appointed Place of 
Audience, to receive his Bleſſing and Anſwer. ag 


7 


A 
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2 
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the Ungodly, and in his diſtinguiſhing Favours and 


But 
preſent in all Places of his Dominion, by his Power 
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He is found alſo to be eſpecially preſent ſome- 


times in his angry Juſtice, executing Judgments on 


Deliverance of the Righteous ; To theſe he 'draws 
nigh in the Comforts of his Spirit, and dwells wich 
ſuch as are of an bumble and contrite Heart; from 


in the more extended Senſe, he is always 


—.— 8 f 72 
upon 

Heavens above, and in the Earth beneath, 
Apoſtle, Nom. i. declares them without Excuſe, who 


aer d 


it ever ſo high, deep, remote, or obſcure, he is e- 


r there. The Pfalm elegantly 1 
he hs by an Ind of Fares, ens 


—_ 


276 SERMON X. 
rating all the Places that ever arrived to our Know- 

ledge, that not one of them could afford an Hiding- 
Place; neither Heaven nor Hell, nor Earth nor 
Sea, therefore no Place or Part of the 
Univerſe that bears any Ne : That the Darkneſs 
and Light were both alike to his all-diſcerning Eye; 
one no more hindercd his Sight than the other pro- 
moted it. He is ineffably, yet moſt indubitably, 

111222 whe Bored wy 4 

He goes oyage w ys 
2t hacke with the Moder and Chikipen : 1 

to the Right Hand, or to the Left, al — 4 


him; if we travel, or abide in our Place, he is 
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equally with us, marking all our Goings, and 
numbering our Steps, and is about our Bed, and 
about our Path. His Eye is ever open to behold all 
Things done in Heaven and Earth ; he never ſſum- 
bers, never ſleeps ; ſees every individual Thing 
with equal Attention ; paſt, preſent, and to come, 
'being open and naked to one View of his divine 
Perception : Nor does the Variety of Objects di- 
ſtract it in the leaſt ; every ſingle Thing is as much 
the Object of his Sight and Care, as if there was 
W INS of 9 LOIN. * 5 
And as er or the Comprohen- 
ſion of his Knowledge, ſo nothing is too mean or 
inconſiderable to be the Subject of it: The under- 
ling Sparrow, and all its Circumftances, with what- 
ever befals it, our Lord tells us, is known unto 
God; and he inftances further, that the very Hairs 
our Head are all numbered ; that neither a Fea- 
3 nor an Hair of the other, n 
without his Privi So penetrating is 
r in our 
Mother's Womb, whilſt he there moſt admirably 
adjuſted our Bones and Muſcles, Fluids. and Solids, 
3 wonderful Variety, 1 


| % 
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the Uſes and Comfort of our tranſitory Life z and 
when we are again dead, and covered up in the 
Wombh of the Earth, he is preſent in the Grave, to 
keep a tri Account of our mauldering Duſt. 
Sc he 
inci d to him as he is an inceſſant Ob- 
ſerver of every Action of our Life, every Word 
of our Mouth, and all the deliberate Thoughts, In- 
tentions, and Inclinations of our Heart. ------F 


y 
ſpect ta the firſt, be to be that God by 
whom Aians are weigbed: That the Ways of eve- 
ry Man are before him, and be pondereth all bis 
Goings. The ſecreteſt Retirement contrivable will 
ſtill be like an open Theater ta him ; no Door tan 
preclude, no Darkneſs hinder him from being a 
concerned Spectator. Be we never fo ſubtle and 
ſucceſsful to conceal it from every viſible Eye, fill 
his inviſible one is conſcious to every Circumſtance. -- 
Does thine own Eye fee it? Then conclude, O Man, 
that he that made the Eye fees it alſo. He that 
made the Eye, ſball be not ſee ? Shall not he knaw 
every Thing, who teacheth Man the Knowledge of 
every Thing ?—Yes, he aſſures us, that he ſers all 
our ſecret Sins in the Light of bis Countenance. 
As to our Words, we are told that there is wot 6 
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+ od de Hg Bop Fer doen 
for w only portunity 
to it. He heareth and ſeeth the ſecret Eja- 
and of our Heart, as plainly as 
er lodeſt Words or wel glaring Actos 2 
And that we might never forget how exact Ac- 
J. 1 HA. and 
how particularly curious he is p to be in not- 
ing our whole Behaviour in theſe three religious 
Reſpetcts, he is repreſented in Scripture as enter- 
ing the ſeveral Particulars into a Book, after the 
Manner of Men, who, to make ſure not to 
a Thing, make ſuch Entries and Memorandums : 
And ſeveral Items of our good, and of our bad Be- 
haviour, are entered by the Omniſcient Recorder, 
in his ſacred Volume of Remembrance, and all the 
and extenuating Circumſtances ſet down 
d filed up before him: Therefore whilft he is not 
extreme in the Reckoning, to mark what we have 
done amiſs, he ſuffers no preſumptuous I - 
tent Offender to with Impunity |! 
Seeing then that God is intimately with 
us, and ſo Peedy knows all that we do, ſpeak, 
or think ; and that it is our Duty to conſider him 
thus related to us in all Branches of our moral Con- 
duct; let us conſider, 

Secondly, Our Intereſt, and ſome of the A 
mans in the Profiice of &, as fo many Inducements 
to our moſt careful Performance of the ſame. 
I. Did we ſet the Lord always before us, this would 
be a .moſt powerful and never-ceafing Reſtraint 
from Sining againſt hm. For will not this Conſi- 
deration s Eye is continually upon us, 
make us as careful againſt committing any Sort of 
ſecret Sin, as we would be of any kind of open Im-. 
morality ? For where is that ſecret Place for the 
Sinner to retire to, where God is not t to ſee 
what he is engaged in? Or is there Darkneſs or Co- 
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vering ſufficient to ſkreen from his View (how- 
ever endeavoured to be concealed in the utmoſt Pri- 
vacy) or hinder the Fa& from = as naked and 
apparent as if done upon the Houſe-Top ? Who- 
ever thou art that encourageſt thyſelf in Sinning in 
Secret, ſo that no Eye ſees thee, thou forgetteſt thy 
ſelf, thou art miſerabl diſappointed ; and howe- 
ver it was unconſid by thee, God was Witneſs 
all the Time. Thy Judge caught thee in the very 
Fact; and if thou wanteſt any Evidence to that 
Truth, call in thy own Conſcience, Man, and that 
will, to thy Confuſion, atteſt the very ſame.“ — 

And wilt thou any more, under the Senſe of this 
Reflection, preſume to ss wilfully in his 
Sight, who has Life and Death , Life and 


Death cterbal at his Diſpoſal ? Or can you have 


the Baſeneſs thus to fly in the Face of your beſt 
Friend, your Saviour, your daily Preſerver, ſtand- 
ing by you every Moment of every Day you live? 
Yet every wicked Perſon (did he but conſider this 
manifeſt Truth) does thus preſume, who preſumes 
upon his Secrecy. 

One would really think that every Sinner who 
ventures upon a ſecret Crime, denies the Omni- 
ſcience of God, N 
gets i. To God only it is known how 
the World act and behave in it, as if it was 
governing Maxim, that what is not known to the 
_—_— Guate by them, n by 

Open and notorious Wickednef is unqueſtion- 
ably more miſchievous and ſcandalous to „ 
gion, upon Account of the Infection of 
E 8 1 

offending, as a tem 
All-fceing God, en 
ſuch Perſons have « greater Fear and Roverenct for 

c M 

en 
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igious Sincerity, that we ſhould ever 
be he HAUT apr Ali in private. wh re- 
of K offending Almighty God, as 
were all done upon a publick Sage; eſtecm- 
ſceing to be more to us, than if all the 
d beſides beheld us. What fignifies whether 
or not, if God and Conſcience are inſe- 


7 
every Sinner all the Succeſs he 
in hiding his vicious Prac- 
en, and their Cenſure and ill 
who, in Truth, can harm him little up- 
on 3 How abſurd is that Precaution; 
if he is in the mean time expoſed to him, who can 
deſtroy both Soul and Body in Hell? I fay unto 
what our Saviour ſays unto us all, Fear bim. 
or what other Purpoſe is this awful Truth 
| to our T but in order to ftrike 
us with Shame, Confuſion, and itated Re- 
pentance for what is paſt ; and fill us with that au- 
gult Senſe of the divine Infinity continually preſent, 
1 againſt 


Rags . Reverence, 


182 SERMON. X. 
would think, muſt hang down its Head, and 
ſhrink from the Face of ſuch a Conſideration ; and 

at the ſame Time it muſt inveſt every one of us with 
the holy Reſolution of the Patriarch: How can I do 

this great Wickedneſs, and fin againſt God ? againſt 
God, who ſees me, and will certainly take an Ac- 
count of me for it.--- As bad as Men are, it is al- 
moſt impoſſible to arrive at ſo hardy a Stupidity, as 
_ reſolutely to affront their Maker and Judge to his 
very Face: It is in a Manner incredible, I ay, that 
they ſhould offer ſo to do, as as they retain the 

Belief of him upon their Mind. But therefore it is 

that they ſo often againſt him, becauſe 
they ſo ſeldom think of him. This is accordingly 
the very Characteriſtick of the wicked Perſon given 
by our Pſalmiſt, who aſſigns it for the Reaſon 
and Cauſe of his being ſuch, That be had not God 
before his Eyes: That God is not in all bis Thoughts, 
nor ſcarce at all there: That he flatiereth bimſelf 
in bis own Sight, until his abominable Sin is found 
_ out. How, ſay they, Sould God perceive it? Is there 
| Knowledge in the moſs High ? 3 
But as we have any Fear of the Vengeance of 
the Wicked, or due Senſe to prefer the Lot and 
Character of good and godly Perſons, we muſt 
reſolve to purtue a Practice quite contrary to the 
that 


ſo- 
ſo 
And as their F neſs of 
of 
to 
all 


k 

1 : 
14 
" 

i \ 
1 


the Preſence of God is their Sin, and the Cauſe 
agate oe Pk ſo let it be our Care and Duty 
be made full of it, that we may be mindful of 

other Duties. This Memento of the Roy 
Pfalmiſt, is a ſhort Leſſon of holy Wiſdom, eafily 
learned, than which I know not how to recom- 
mend a better out of all his Writings. Such is 
its Excellency, that the moſt cannot have 
a better Rule of Life, and the Ignorant 3 
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chem in the Practice of it. This is what the Scrip- 
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would Sin retire away 
no not in the cloſeſt 


and are ſeveral 
the Integrity 


continually ſeek to do that which is well - pleaſing 


and in all Places, as thoſe Servants of his, 
Care it is to walk before God in all good Conſcience. 
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cure means by walking before God, in its diſtin- 
ing Praiſes of thoſe that did ſo, as 
erſons, and in the higheſt Favour with the . 

N _ 
Creator ;. by not forgetting And if the 
People ball be turned into Hell, who live in that 
Forgetfulneſs; or, in other Words, all the Wick- 
ed; we have no Way to eſcape, or any where to 
retreat, but to the Obſervance of ſetting the Lord 


__ away before us. 


DDr God is 
reſent in all our Ways, would make us 
y, ſincere and upright, cautious of 
Followers of that which is good. Did we 
Times carry this holy Antidote about us, 


1 . 
Faith, Fear, Fer, and Love of Godll depend won it 
ſtrengthened by it. For does nor 
. 
this, that there is a God who ſtands by, who knows 
our. Intentions ? The Remembrance of him ftand- 
ing by would impreſs ſuch a deep and affecting 
Senſe of his Diſpleaſure, and diffuſe och ©. gan | 
Influence on our whole Behaviour, that we 


in his Sight, and demean ourſelves at all Times, 
whole 


In ſhort, it would baniſh Hypocriſy out of the ä 
World, that Bane . and bring in 
an univerſal Reformation into 


Words, and Actions: For — 4 be Influence of 
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| made into the Counſels of the 


Man, are expoſed to the 


5 SERMON X. 
this Rerollection, who will not be 
careful of his 


Inquiſition ſhall be 
made Ungodly, and the Sound 
. be non 9 2 
feftation wicked Dee: tbe Ear t ealonſy | 
beareth | Things - Ther D- 22 ? 
| table, : 2 . 


did 
Things, that all deliberate evil Intention an week? 
ed Scenes of the Mind, which is the moral Part of 
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« is the firſt bleſſed Effect, and en- 
happy Advantage that preſents 


Y 
3 


Peruſal, and 
| There are 


ſhall but juſt mention, and = W own 

| re » 
, The Cong d asien of the Preſence of 
God will be ſerviceable likewiſe to animate us to 
Ho cordial and reviving are the 
that he who has fet us to and 


:, 
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Witneſs to, will have an amp; an open 
1 reſplendent Reward from him, who ſeenb w vec! 
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ave a bleſſed Influence to further all Well-doing,—— 
That he forgets not one Work or Labour of Love that 
is done for bis Sate; that he does moſt accurately 
| obſerve every ſingle Endeavour, and faithfully re- 
cords it to our Advantage, is a inviting 
Scene to act upon.— Did we but retain a lively 
Senſe of this Truth, with what Care 
ſhould we demean, ae 
ſelves well ? 


Comfort and Conſolation to the Righteous in all 
the incident Afflictions or Oppreſſions v 

may undergo here. For when any of us . 
this Caſe, had we no Protector to fly to, no Judge 
to offer up our Complaint, and lay our Grievance 
before, our Condition would be very deſperate and 
truly diſconſolate. But ſince the ſupreme Gover- 
nor is always preſent to ſee our Wrongs, and count 
our Tears, and is a ready Help in Time of Need ; 
and fince we have continual ity of Acceſs 


unto him, to lay open our Grievances and Wants, | 


and tell him of every Trouble; the Thoughts of 
ſuch an Almighty Friend ſhould greatly rejoice 
the moſt. friendleſs Perſon, that we have him to fly 
to when all the World forſakes us, who will vin- 
dicate our Cauſe, and redreſs our Wrongs in his 
good Time. 
5 We ſhall further be bleſſed in our Deed, by ſet- 
ting him always before ys in all confiderable Oc- 
currences of our Life, as the wiſe Diſpoſer of all 
Events ; imploring his Aid and Bl in all our 
Enterprizes ; > and acknowledging his Favour. in 
every Succeſs, in any Eſcape, in all Deliverances, 
and being very thankful for all his Mercics | 
We ſhall do well likewiſe in ſetting God and 
his Chriſt before us always, as they are the pre- 
ſcribed Patterns we are to imitate in general Re- 


nevo- 
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nevolence and particular Forgiveneſs, in univerſal - 
Truth, Love, Beneficence, and Kindneſs, as far 
aswe are able tocopy. 

Laſtly, and to conclude this fruitful Argument, | 
the PraRtice of this Duty would teach us to regulate 
our nt with the Reverence, 
when we are afſembled together in his more imme- 
diate Preſence : That whenever we come here to 
_ worſhip in his Service, we may do it heartily as 
_ 3 and not unto Men. gps o_ = our 
_ Hearts Lips to go together, y me 

Thing, and wx. an attentive Amen. This would 
keep us devout in our Cloſet, and no leſs fincerely 
ſo at Church: We ſhould not dare to ruſh into his 
ſacred Preſence, without a Thought whom we are 
2 ing before. Did we conſider that God per- 
ly knows the real Inducements that every 
one of usto Church, whether out of Curioſity, for- 
mal Cuſtom of coming to this Place on Sundays, 
or whether to be ſeen of Men, to maintain, or regain 
their Eſteem, or for worſe z or elſe, as we 
ought in Duty, to worſhip the Lord, and be in- 
ſtructed out of his holy Word; we ſhould repent 
of all bad Purpoſes, and come with none but good 
and dons on ones here. And may we all depart 
with this Reſolution, and cheriſh 'this Truth, 
which we have this Day been reminded of with our 
outward Ears, that is may fructify unto all Virtue, 
and preſerve us from ſuch Sin. And let us beſeech 
God, that as the Rain cometh down Heav 
and returneth not thither, but watereth the Earth, 

and maketh it brin og forth and bud ; ſo he. would 
2 that the Seed of this Doctriue may henceforth 
up and proſper in our Lives and Conver- 
ons, for the Sake of Jeſus Cbriſt. 
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SERM ON 
The Eleventh. 


Our Saviour's admirable Difſuafroe | 
from Over-Carefulneſs, illuſtrated 
* bis own divine 1 | 


, 
7 


n 


MATT. v 34. 
Take therefore no Thought for To-morrow. 


HESE Words are the. admonitory 
Reſult and edifying Concluſion of ſeve- 
ral preceding Arguments, which the 


Mouth of Divine Wiſdom makes uſe 


of 1n this Chapter to evince that careful Fooliſh- 


neſs of Mens being too eager in their Purſuits, and 
over»ſolicitous in their Concerns about the Thi 
of this World. Our bleſſed Lord abounds 1 in 


vine Reaſoning, and labours in his Arguments to 


convince us from Variety of obvious Conſideration; 
well- knowing how very 


backward even we his Fol- 
lowers are to conſider ie ie ly; ad bo perſuaded 
| from it in good earneſt, You find him infering 
i _ this fame Leſſon no leſs than three Times, ch. xxv. 
1 | ver. 21. and here in the Text, that we might be 
| ' ſure not to overlook a Caution of that Conſequence 
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to our Happineſs both in this and the next Life. 
For as = 5 
confeſſed by us all, to be the principal, the cafily . 
. 

of our Innocence, the Source of our Er- 

rors, Uneaſineſs, and Diſquietude here, and of our 
Miſery hereaſter.——For after all our Lord's moſt. 
* Diſſuaſion, our own Convictions to 
the contrary, and our profeſſed Hopes of better 
are we not (who can deny it!) till 


Things, 

guilty of being exceſſively mindful of earthly 
hings ? Chriſtians as we call ourſel 

not 


moderately engroſſed, thit we have ſcarce A 
thoſe Affections to ſpare, or not to accom—ꝛ 
pliſh the Things of Salvation, which our Saviour 
came into the World to call and quicken us to: 
And by what other Method did he call us to that 


incumbent upon our own to make good : But the 
Conveniences, nay for the World, we 
pane io Buy. that we truſt God as little as may 
be with them, by taking ſo much ſuperfluous Care 
upon ourſelves, and lea worn, © Kale © tm, as if 
we ourſelves, excluſive of him, were ſufficient for 
them. We officiouſly ſeem to act as if we would 
ov tis Concern, and xempe him from ay * 
intendance, by labouring ourſelves ſo anxiouſly 
. 
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be looked for but in the A 
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190 SERMON X. 
ly forgetting or miſtruſting that Divine Providence, 
Auch we acknowledge, in the Theory of our Be- 
lief, to rule over all, and to be able to controul e- 
very ſingle Counſel, as well as the Total of our En- 
deavours about the Matter. This is the 


Wickedneſs and Wretchedneſs of the Wiſdom of 
this World, which makes the Children thereof fo 


careful about many Things, This exceeding great 
and prepoſterous Folly our Lord moſt admirably 
expoſes in ſeveral Views, and earneſtly ſums up all 


in this reiterated Admonition, Take no Thought, &c: 
It ought accordingly to be my Buſineſs upon theſe 
Words to inculcate the ſame, from the ſame Argu- 


ments he divinely makes uſe of. This I propoſe 


to do, after I have 


1. Briefly explained the Meaning of this Prohi- 


bition. 


For cho: our Lord's Words are general and ab- 


 folute, as are thoſe of his Apoſtle, Be careful for 


T yet neither the one nor the other can be 


to exclude all Manner of Care and Pro- 
vidence for To-morrow, or Proviſion before-hand, 
or proper Labour after earthly Conveniences. Sueh 
a Latitude is directly contrary to our other Duty, 


and to ſeveral expreſs Commands in other Places, 


as we are Members of Society ; to as many as re- 
uire Induſtry, and oblige to labour diligently in 
that State of Life in which it has pleaſed: God to 


| call us; to as many as condemn Sloth and Negli- 


gence in Buſineſs ; and to thoſe that us to 
provide for our Houſhold, as well as our Souls. 
Our honeſt Pains and moderate Thoughtfulneſs 

are moſt certainly the appointed Means to which 
the divine Bleſſing is iſed ; and it is never to 
pplication of human Di- 


ligence. That ſort of eaſy Care being inſiſted upon 
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Religion, may even further 
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Diffidence is forbid as an Evil and a Thorn to. us 


ting and encreafing : 

proceeds from filthy pernicious Avarice, 

and thoſe boundleſs Stretches and * 
e eart 


for us in many Ref] whilſt the Care of 


71145 47 . 
l | 
= 


J Hl 
4. 


125 


5 


LS r . A. 65 4 


is not 


then ſo-kind, fo 


1 then, if you pleaſe, to his moſt 
— R to this Purpoſe, comprized 
as we find them = Son the 24th Verſes and my 


Text, and the moſt Worldly-minded muſt yield 


himſelf convinced, and will, as I hope, follow his 


own Convictions in wiſer Meaſures for the Fu- 
ture. 

I. The firſt Argument for abating immoderate 
Care, even for the Neceſſaries of Life, ſuch as Food 
and Raiment, concludes 4 Furtiori, i. e. from the 
Leſs to the Greater ; for grant 
Rank of worldly Things which clo Carecful- 
neſs, and beſt juſtify it; over-eager and diſtruſtful 


and vaſtly incon Becauſe, as he argues, 
Life more than Meat, and the 


cha hi 


Maker, who brings into Holes. fans 

Maintenance and Preſervation of that ſame | Bag 
If he thought it worth the Making, (who never 
made any Thing in vain) he will judge it worth 
preſerving for ſo long as was intended. Was God 


give Life to, and preſent us with a Body wonder- 


fully. faſhioned and divinely animated? Can ux, 
chind we, be unable; can us be ſuppoſed unwilling; 


or can u poſſibly be fo detective, fo cruel, as not 


to „ the one, and Raiment to the 


other? | 

II. Another Conſideration to-awaken us into an 
Aſſurance of the divine Superintendance over us 
for theſe Things, is taken from the Fowls of the 
Air, and Lillics of the Field; one ſecured of Food, 


| 4 Diſtufee frm oer cage 1 


ing theſe the firſt 


Endeavours — theſe are nevertheleſs very fooliſn, 


. 
$ 
v 
1 


Body more than 
Raiment ? If we have already received and ex- 


— the greater Inſtances of divine Care, in 
receiving Life — Body from the Bounty of our 
Creator, we may certainly depend 
Providence will not be 4 _ in . 


great in Power and Wiſdom to 
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go out from their Reſting. and fe hei 
| God, their — ſ— Providers 
daily Penfioners find a Table as 


every Day to their Content. 
indeed 


How can it once enter into Heads 
ill 8e on to Uke fuch abdndem Cue 
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the Field. — Wherefore, if this bounteous Giver of 
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and left them all to Man's various Facul 
—_— to extract, compoſe, and diſpoſe 
cording to his variable Faſhion and Invention 
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4 Diffuaſroi frum Over-Corgfulneſs. tan 
for To-morrow upon God. It ia, That he is our ha- 


venly Father 3 and that he nem bat we have 
Nerd of theſe necefiary Things. If he is our Father, 
that dear Appellation, that careful Name ſhould 


ſſwesten dur Pa 


and convett it to Chearſul: 
neſa and a Kind of Play: For heis none of your carey 
leſs extravagant Sort of Parents, who do not care 
what becomes of their Offspring, ſo they live-well 
themſelves ; but he ever lives both the ailot/aod 


Ng _ 
with any of us, as to that, have we not a 
Security, that w ſhall all have. — 
chat Sort? We may as well ſuſpect God is not, 
— wir yo 1 — 4 


that be ia fo fatherly'and: 


D —— 


Ang 8 


9 


fad; 


MALT If s oo ew. cc ie A£A©T ERA” = 
® — — ch me — — 


of . — _— 
— — — 


But let aint 


Things, bat merely becauſe; be would ave it 8 
conſpicuous to our:Reaſon as the Sun is tog our 
ſo beneficent;: as 

r And is there a 
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_ I thereſvre our Chikdren 


ht or 


J. 
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Counſel of God; and lightly. regard his 


Concur- 
— an indifferent Thing, gh our own 
2rſtanding, and relying our own Arm to 


i 


us. But what other is 


11 


than a 1 


1H 
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Iz 
3 
| is Care, is 
5 to dender loſe him from be 
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their natural Effects, according ti 
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and of the Neceſſity of reſting our main 


- truſting i in and applying to him in all our Under- 
—_ and of firmly believing that his B 
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© and theſe ſhort Carcs will be delt for a ſhort 
<< uncertain Life. 

Zuat to return; Ain the what Proceeding of 5 
vine Providence to permit natural Cauſes to work 


-make choice of thoſe. Cauſes according to his 
— of them, which is ever and 
Liberty and Freedom, nich 
to him. Still the ſupreme Regent of 
— to himſelf the Power of 
ſuſpending, of influencing and direct - 
: beſt. * * 4 — 
ingly 197 the one as the —— 
Nee receiv- 
erns by choſe 
dae them be — mo 
to proſper and ſucceed our Eu- 
ch the moſt likely Means 
—— could be deviſed, are unaccountably. baffled 
of be expected Succeſs, ' This 


ficiency to accompliſh what he e his Howes upon; 
 Depen- 
it Duty of 
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God bringeth every Thing to paſs ; it is bat laſt Labour 
— riſe early, and take Rat, and eat 
the Bread "of 4. One would think that 
Painstaking, intent Forecaſt; and diligent watch- 
Opportunities, was the ſure and infallible Way 


1 


21 


to Riches: 'Yet in Abatement of this, we are 


1 


ſured, that ſomething; is ſtill wanting, and that it . 
is in Fact the Blgſmy of the Lord that maketh rich. 
There are that ſow much yet bring in hut little; that 
eat and have not 3 that drink-but are not /a- 
tisfiediz\that are clothed but not warm; that carn 
Wages but: put them: into a Bag with Holes, How 
is it for him to give Riches, and not the 
Power of enjoying them? Who is not conſcious of 
the Obſervation of the wiſe Man, concerning thoſe 
who lay up Riches ; for what do they lay them up? 
Not for their Happineſs, but their Hum; which 
is in Truth, the Defeazance and the Reverſe of 
Riches; and turns all back again into Poverty; a 
viſible ' Blaſt,  -and--we- daily fee it, from above, 
upon the Infidel beneath; if not upon 
yet upon tn 
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| Reſt we might enjoy. To-day, b. thruſt- 
ourſelves upon To- 1 Fa E 
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of To-mortow-: We ate not of T 


ble Good can there be in it, if after we 


the God'of To-morrow.ake ce of the Thing 
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God, who will be our Friend To-morrow 
next Day after that and i Pp 
It muſt needs . 


of Evils and 
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boiit ie? IH Evil muſt 


come, 
| double y 
? If 2d, wherefore do we ſpoil anc 


LOI. 


in the Perſon of ſuch a 
ibat ſay; To-day or To- 
City, and continue. 
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Evil. Ch. iy. 13 


I therefore Evil to 
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to Man from H 
Seckally of thoſe: Evils, our 
ledge of which would be ineffscun! 
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be chiefly applied to and depended” upowin' 
Things : He readily -n ntia 
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Function of human Reaſon; | — 
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Practice 3 as if they, with · 
out God, were entirely ſufficient to provide for 
themſelves 3 after all theſe Things do the Gentiles 
ſeek. Such intenſe Cares and greedy Deſires are 
more beſeeming Heathens, who have no A 


. 


henſions of God's Providence, his good Care a 
Love towards Mankind; but do not in the 
n become Chriſtian People, who ſo well know 
„ chat experience them both: It muſt be an impious 
in it is generacy in theſe hen Frags » the Childern 
ed to God, by Nature and by A n, to involve 


themſelves in the common Spirit of a ſenſual World, 
and not behave anſwerable to the 
have of Life and Immortality to 
the Goſpel. Our ſpiritual Thoughts d. run : 
parallel, 5 
er Delis be lid op in another Workd, — 
b eee ere e 
which ſhall be revealed. It may be tolerable for an 
Heathen to loſe his Labour; but it is out of all 
Character for a. Chriſtian to loſe both his Labour 
and his Innocence in purſuit of unſatisfactory 
Things; or to expect that ſuch Uncertainties can 
ever afford a certain Happineſs. To ſeek for 
e any in the Abundance of Things that a 
Man poſſeſſes 'of this World, is to ſeek for it in 


45 


5 
_ 


EHCP 


viour's Advice, which is the Concluſion of the 
whole Matter ; to ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God and | 
his Righteouſneſs, and all theſe Things ſhall be added 
10 15 


e ee i vt 1 im e 
leave the to him ; we may 5 

ds ke our Reſt, being under the Safe- 

guard of him who watches over us for Good. Ha- 
ine diſmiſ anxious Thoughts for To-mor- 
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1 Twelfth. 
The Chriſtian's peculiar Duty. | 
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MATT. v. 4& A 

But T ſay unto you, Love your Enemies. 
HES E Words are addreſſed to a Je- 
1 Audience, who had conſtantly be- 
fore been taught by the Scribes and Pha- 
2 viſees, that it was their Duty to love on- 
ly their Neighbour, and hate their Enemy. Our 
bleſſed Lord, through this whole divine Sermon, 
bends himſelf to undeceive the People with reſpect 
to thoſe received Doctrines which 'impoſed upon 
their Judgment, and miſguided their Practice, by 
correcting the erroneous Gloſſes of their corrupt 
Teachers, and reſtoring the Laws and Statutes of 
 Mofes to their true Scope and Meaning; and where 
be finds them not expreſſive enough, or any Way 
| deficient, (for they were given that People in the 
Way of Rudiments only, to educate and prepare 
them for more glorious and perfect Diſcoveries that 
. _ ys] he adds new 1 to 2 
cor lays down new Rules, to explain them. Thi 
of my Text is an eminent Inſtance, 1 


— 
- 


iss s DIETS. 


e Duty of e Y 
. love your Neighbour and 


or” gull queſtion whether ivate Revenge was 
forbid the Jets, ig ſeems to be reſolvable in the 
Affirmative from Lev. xix. 17, 18. Thou ſhalt not. 


. 


1 


hate thy Brother in thy Heart ; thou ſhall not 
nor bear any Grudge againſt the Children of thy 
— But the narrow-minded Phariſees con- 

the Notion of Brother and Nei to 
hate © own Nation and Religion, by an 
unmerciful Conſtruction excluded the Reſt of the 


World from any Title to their Charity ; and ſince 


the Command of God for utterly 1 ! the ſe- 
ven wicked Nations devoted to Deſtruction, which 
inhabited and encompaſſed: the Land of Canaan ; 
they ſeem to have inherited an inteſtine inveterate 


the Commonwealth of rael: And accordingly 


were ſo far from thinking them worthy of human 


Treatment, that ſome Roman . Nat 

them ſuch Haters of the Reſt of Mankind, that 
they reckoned it a Picce of Merit to deftroy them. 
This we may judge of them, and their Law. Tho? 
it is doubted whether our Lord ſuperadded any 
Thing new, which was not before the true. Mean- 
ing and Interpretation of the Moral Law; it is cer- | 
tain, he 3 Precepts far tranſcending - the 

ive Laws of Moſes, occafionally 
1 the * of ther Hear: 


Hatred againſt all the People who were Aliens to 


* 
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was prohibited the Jets amongſt one another; yet 
this Precept of 'F iving fo oft, of loving them, 
returning Good for Evil, and oyercoming the lat- 
ter with the former, carries the Matter a great deal 
higher, and may well be called a new and peculiar 
Command of the Goſpel 


Charity, had limited and engrofied all the Love of 
their Neighbour to their own Se& and 


_ Religion, and none beſides Be- 


New it was i 
it carried 
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f for. uncivil, 
malicious Wickedneſa, muſt provoke 
Love of good Works ; to do all the Ser- 
e able, or they capable of - receiving ; 
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faction it fills the Mind with, compared with the 
btoiling Diſquietude attending the contrary Diſpo- 
Mr oF have: bly Rory RNs 

Effect of Fortitude ; * and patient end — 
they utterly diſcard as Puſillanimity and Ne — 
ritedneſs. The Roman: Orator |, to name no 
more, in his Offices, lays this down for the Fun- 
damental Rule of Juſtice, that no Man do another 
22 pe it is with this ſubverting Ex- 


— provoked io it by one received : 
— 2 


1 4, e 


obe euer thought of Revenge an. 


ren. the Philoſopher in chis Matter fem 
to 1 own ive Con- 
ſtitutions, and the they met] wich in 
the World ; accordingly e 
cels upon their Readers juſt s they brought Tem- 
: Ao Diſpoſitions to it; a reſenting cholerick 
Perſon finding enough to. juſtify his Revenge, as 
wells che generous and aper - Man to en- 
courage irect him to a Provocation.— 
So that, inſtead of preſcribing a certain uniſorm 
Rule, it ſeemed to be at moſt a iſputable Queſtion, 
and no Body knew which was the right Side. From 
this Uncertainty we may fairly conclude, that _ 
33 not to 1 | 
nor any f dy i > be 
upon, any where but from the laſt and new Reve- | 
lation of Jeſus Chriſt, who came to lighten the Gen- 
ales, and perfect the Law of Moſes : Thereloce, 


ie Lib. 4. Ei. reckons Revenge in his Oualogue of 
2 primum munus ne cui noceat n 6 lace 
dan jr. OE Os Lag 
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* in the New Teſtament. it is abundantly recom- 
. 1 
ng one the other; all 
which ch duft) l. . N Difficulty of che 
Duty, ee ae b e it muſt 
8 lamented, both that there is a 
of Reluctancy in Fleſh and Blood a- 
6 entire Compliance to it; and that this is 
one of the hard Sayings, of our Maſter, which is 
And in the parallel 
Place to the Text, Luke xvii. 4. the Diſciples beg 
of our Lord to encreaſe their Faith mention of 
it ; implying that we muſt be Proficients in 
we can put it in full Practice,— 
And foraſmuch as ſome have imagined that theſe 
diſtinguiſhing Lines of Chriſtianity are an heroick 
given rather to be admired. or obſerved by 
thoſe that Yor bar ay tray gel in 
Diſcourſing of this Duty it. may be pane. 4 
order 3 in Jang of 
Obedience, 


1. To fate the jul Mean i Ho 

mand, how far ic indiſpenſabl 

IT. And then I ſhall en ge the 

&  Reaſonableneſs of our Obedience, that none 
may think themſelves exempt, and that all 


m be perſuaded to comply with it. * 


214 the Meaning and Degree of this 
* we are commanded to ſhew eur Exemy, we 


| 
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Words on or pacify him with peaceful Compli- | 
ments; Wan mach and is but too oft found 


in Fact, to be a refined and more effectual Way to 
undermine bim, and work his Ruin; for Friend- 
ſhip and Reconciliation muſt firſt be pretended and 
believed too, before Malice can have its Ends ; 
becauſe there is no- body but confides in a Friend, 
S E. 
But the or the Chriſtian Ho- 
polite Art of Deceiving. 
: y prohibits- all ſuch Diffembling. 
1 John i ii. 18. Ne not love in Word, rei- 
 Yherin'T „ but in Deed, and in Truth. © 
Nor is t ſuſficient to do him one or two kind 
Offices, withour ker intending his Good; 
this is a oa bs Seo bet E. 
e d Confidence, in order to 
undo him ſecurely afterwards ; but we ought to 
defign him all the Good we can do, and chearfully. 
do all that our Abilities, with Convenience to our- 
ſelves, will permit to anſwer his Wants. —So Sr. 
Peter, t Ep. i. 22. bids us love 8 


rexpe of Loving nd 


en 
15 Back. 
lency in him; becauſe this we are bound to in re- 
EGz eget uſtice, as oft as we ſpeak of 


ve and Charity is ſomewhat - 
more than Ihe! for it inclines us moreover to 


_ conceal the Faults or Blemiſhes we know of him, 


to this 


d 
U 


* 


and 


* 2 .. is the Obligation 
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ffending Brother once or twice, may 


giving. an of 


22, the ſame divine Mouth expreſly tells us, we 
muſt forgive ſeven Times ſeven, if he ſhould fo oft 
treſpaſs againit us, _—— How ill, therefore, do 


ſome foreign Maxims, current in certain Chriſtian 


Countries, become the Diſciples of Chrift ; To fer- 


4 Fool; and, if a Man wrong me once, God for- 
0G, but if be do it a ſecond Time, God forgive 
= L | EL} 


Now, whether our Enem aks Forgiveneſs or 


not, we are bound nevertheleſs to forgive him; 


(his not doing his Duty being no Excuſe for my 


gainſt him, and be ready to do him any real want- 
ed Kindneſs in our Power, as if he never pro- 


fore the Sun goes down, and we offer up our Even- 
ing Sacrifice; otherwiſe our Prayers will be de- 
feated of the Pardon they are ſuing 
own daily Sins.— But if our Enemy relents, is ſorry 
our Pardon, then we ought alſo, 
is fit our. Friendſhip, or had a Place in it 
formerly, to reſtore him to the uſual Confidence, 
and treat him with the Endearments of Affection. 
Thus oe Boreas which Eſau entertained againſt 
is Brother Jacob, was converted into the kindeſt 
RO ee nn Wt 
emper age (for he was a. 
ve tha other) ſoon ſoftened the Roughneſs of 
Brother, diſarmed him of all his herce and 


be after he has asked our Pardon : For Matth. evil h 


give once, ſhews a good Catholick, but a ſecond Time- 


mine): Forgive him, i. e. diſcharge our 
Minds of all Manner of Spite and Prejudice a- 


voked us; and this Diſpoſition we muſt put on be- 


out for our 


if he 


4 
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neſs of Mind, and Goodneſs of Nature (which y et 
I fear is as far as moſt Pcople go.) But the rde 
as well as the Example of our Maſter, directs more 
to be done, if we would be ſuch Diſciples as pre- 
| tend to live up to his Inſtruction; which tells us 
(in the very ſame Verſe of my Text) the true Man- 
ner of loving and forgiving our Enemy, is not 
only to paſs over a malicious Injury with Neglect 
or Forgetfulneſs, but poſitively 0 bleſs thoſe that 
curſe us, do good y thoſe that bate us, and pray for 
thoſe who defpiteful uſe us and perſecute us. No re- 
joicing when he rn no wiſhing any Calami- 
ty to him; but we are bo bleſs * for him, 
even while he is c 

This, moreover, — * the Univerſality 
of the Duty: For who can pretend to be ſo deſti- 
. tute of Power and Ability, as not to be able to be- 
ſtow this loweſt Benefaction of good Wiſhes and 
Prayers upon his Adverſary? Bur, if Providence 
| has given us the Means and Opportunities of re- 
7 his Needs, and relieving his neceſſary Oc- 
cahons, we are obliged to perform ſubſtantial Acts 
of Kindneſs. The Law enjoined the eus this to 
| the Beaſt of their Enemy, as oft as they found it 
in Diftreſs ; and not lefs, to be ſure, was due to 
the Owner i in. the like diſtreſſed Circumſtances ; 
and therefore it- is, we are expreſly commanded, 
: Rom. xii. 2. If thine Ps Ek bim; if be 
thirſt, give bim Drink: That 1s,” if it lies in your 
Way to preſerve his Life, his Reputation, or pro- 
_ mote his Welfare, though he has towards you en- 
deavoured the and Ruin of each of theſe, 
ſubmit to it as your indiſpenſible Duty, and as the 
politive- Condition on which your own Forgive- 
nefs depends ; or embrace it for the Pleaſure the 
Reflection * after * ſuch nn Fa- 


ours. | | 
bak & : +. 8 4 Th 
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This, with various other Motives, will be more 
yy . under my ſecond Head; for 
y confidering and rectifying a 
Fas N t * apt to run into when they 
judge of the Sincerity of chair Practice with regard 
to this Rule : And to give all due Latitude, I 
ſhall likewiſe inſtance wherein it cannot be ſup- 
poſed tooblige. | 
Now, if bare forgiving an "ROUT his i injurious 
Uſage of me, and freeing and calming my Mind 
from ſpiteful Thoughts againſt him, is not the 
dequate Completion of this Chriſtian Law, (as has 
been ſhewn) they certainly fall ſhort even of ſincere 
Forgiveneſs, who think they ive as far as is 
required, if forbearing perſonal Returns, 22 
mit their Adverſary 7 to ehe Chaſtiſement — 
Law; which, tho? a neceſſary and impartial Pu- 
niſher of Wrongs, yet by Reaſon of its Charges 
and Vexations, is but too often a to as a 
ruinous © vac Ma of Reve hat miſerable 
inconſiſtent Satisfaction do ſome take to ſee their 
- Antagoniſt reduced, though with almoſt equal Da- 
mage to themſelves? like the two Enemies in the 
lame Ship at different Ends, which being ready to 
periſh by Storm, one asked the Pilot which End 
would fink firſt, and being told the other End than 
that he ſtood on, * then, ſaid he, I ſhall have the 
e Satisfaftion to ſee mine Enemy go firſt.” But 
this is to be underſtood only of petty frivolous In- 
Juſtices between: ivate Perſons, of which our 


— \ 


in Juſtice to have Recourſe to Laws, againſt the 
fraudulent or violent Invaders of our Properties or 

; becauſe others, our Sucte ſſors, or thoſe 

of the or-Conditi on, have oftentimes 


Right in them as well us. we; whereof _ 


o : 


Maſter adviſes us rather contentedly to 
many, than contend about them; for in ſe- 
veral Cafes it is not only innocent, butwe are bound 
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Guardians, and in Part accountable for our Ma- 
: Therefore we ought to become Plain- 
iff or Defendant for their conjoint Rights, though 
ke mans: ae and 
with all charitable Regard to the 

2 diſputes it with us. And it may be re- 
marked, That. « St. Paul blames going to Law not 
as Cudgryue, a Sin, but as drr, A Deſe only tho 
22 who had im ly learnt the Precepts of 
Chriſt his Judges to receive 
Fran 6A iving for a Reaſon, that it was their 
Religion to Injuries : But this is a great Per- 
verſion of our holy Profeſſion, to think it incon- 
ſiſtent with going to Law in any Caſe whatever ; 
Jo far from it, that it rather eſtabliſhes the Rules of 
Juſtice and Law; for no Society can ſuhſiſt with- 
out Courts of Judicature; and we are bound in many 
Caſes to ſeck Redrefs there, and right ourſelves in 
order to ſecure the Peace and Order of Society. 
Prudence is a Chriſtian Virtue as ap uy ue gy | 
and it would. be as inconſiſtent with the former 


y ſome 
— we ſhould become a 7s bo the Talllent and 
Inqurious, and invite every one, by our Paſſiveneſa, 


to do ws Wrong whocould thing by it. 
Our blefſed Saviour Ns res ven- 


ture a ſecond Wrong, than be prone to redreſs the 
firſt, only in hi n « ning be 
plain by the in es be uligrs of Jain 

Cheek, to Law for ble, of compli 
pay” drag d pet firſt im- 
Plies a ſtriking wich the Palm of. the. upot 
Der 
great Hurt, imports any 

Injury to our Body or Reputation : The other im- 
pfies an inconfiderable Loſs in our . y, that 
1 W N 4 
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Se Oilers, ovate tn rowan- q 
ber it, but as a Thing pardoned and forgiven ; * 
bo gd rear 
III. There is a third Error in ſome, who ima- 
eine h nicely uit themſelves of this Duty, if 
pardoning the Oſten re remit the 
Cauſe to the Almighty, . and appeal to him for Juſ- 
tice. It is true no Injuſtice is to be fear d from that 
righteous Bar 3 but til ſuch Appeals plainly im- 
ply a Wiſh and 8 that the Per- 
ſon who did the Wrong, may uffer according to 
his Deſerts. - What is this but calling in a greater 
Power to execute what we find ourſelves unable for? 
No every ſuch Deſire of Revenge muſt be as far 
from a Chriſtian as the Endeavours and Acts of it. 
For our Saviour 8 Fm nn E- 
nemy, not on! torgiving him, inter- 
ceding to God for his Pardon, even while he by 
bitter Im ions is engaging Heaven to our 
Ruin and Deſtruction: Bleſs thoſe 'who 1 De, 
and pray for theſe who deſpitefully uſe you. 
to this, we are told, in the Life of. a. very 
good Chriſtian, and great Divine of our Nation, 
888 deg Fr Booula. » $i 
TFapers a private Prayer own com 
three ſcurrilous injurious Enemies of his, Laan 
- naming their Names, which was the right Wa 
| — mc Gale and ut the ane 
them from the World. Intercede 


4 
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Perſon, is, after we have done him all the Good 
that lay in our Power, to wiſh for an Enlargement 
of our Power; and that the divine Goodneſs and 


his Happineſs. 

1 is an Inſtance or two - 
in Scri Practice; as King 
— ak 1— 2 
upon his Enemies. r un- 
derſtood of publick Enemies of his State, and not ſo 
much a judicial Malediction from himſelf, as 4 
Prediction from the Spirit of P hecy, that God 
would afterwards puniſh and en "ard 
to his perſonal Enemies, they who rewarded bim 
Evil for Good to the of bis Soul, when they 
were ſick (even ſuch Adverſaries) he ſays his Clotb- 
ing was Sackcloth ; he humbled his Soul with Faſt- 
ing 3 which, whether it had the defired Effect or 

no upon his Enemies, him in certain Re- 
turns of Profit z for he adds, his Prayer returned 
into hit own Bom. We may find him very far 
from the Spirit of private Revenge, when he clears 
himſelf and appeals to God, Hi. vii. 34. O Lord 

my Ged, I baue dine this, if there be Ini 252 
——_— if 7 LE Evil Bo that 
is at Peace with me : yea, I bave delivered bim, who 
without any Cauſe. is mine Enemy. And again, he 
nn of Enemies in 
EN Pſal. Iv. 12. It was not an Enemy 1 
eproached me, then 1 could have borne it. 

. Paul likewiſe in 2 Tim. iv. 14. when he ſays 
Alexander the Copperſmith did me much Harm; tbe 
Lord reward him according to bis Deeds, appears to 
ſupplicate ſevere Retribution from the divine Ven- 
gcance.; No this at moſt will admit but a like 
Conſtruftion with the ogher, as being an Apoſto- 
lical Denunciation ing from. the Spirit of 
ot — eren 


deli- 


Power; would ſecond our Prayers, and conſummate, : 
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* — 1 far this 
obliges and detected ſome Miſtakes which are 
apt ro'miſlead us in judging of the Sincerity of ou: 


Deu to It ; it is Convenient 
to point 
doc 


done it ; but 


up 
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In the mean Time, it is our Liberty and Wiſ- - 
dom to obſerve, that this moſt excellent Virtue may 
ſometimes be imprudent, ſometimes too forward, and 
ſometimes unneceſſary. For it does not us 
to love a Man the more, the more he wrongs and a- 
buſes us 3 as it was faid of that great Archbiſhop of 
our Church, Cranmer, celebrated for this, that the 
ready Way to obtain his Favour was to do him 
ſome ill Turn. Injuries to him ſeemed Courteſies; 
and doubtleſs he had Favours of this Kind hea 
upon him. But this, if true, was ſuch a-need 
not to ſay affected Extreme, that I queſtion he- 
ther there is any one now-a-days will be guilty of 
the fame. Reaſon good ; for indeed this Exceſs of 
Charity is not only not required, but ſeems to be 
plainly forbidden : Inaſmuch as we are exhorted by 
the fame infallible Teacher, to be as wiſe as Ser- 
- pents (which are notoriouſly cunning in providing 
for and defending themſelves) at the fame Time 
that we are to be as harmleſs as Doves, i. e. give 
Occaſion to no Body to moleſt us. The Law of 
Reaſon tells us to love our Neighbours as our- 
ſelves, but not better ; and Nature and Reaſon 
both whiſper to every Man, that he is his own 
next Net and that Charity begins at 
Nor is this Love to an Enemy ſo void of Di- 
cernment, as to reward where it ought to puniſh 3; - _—_ 
nor ſo deſtitute of Senſe and Gratitude as to make 
no Diſt inction between a Friend and an Adverſary. = 
If there are, as to be ſure there are, Degrees of 
Degree and 
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giveneſs and Pray 22 is all the Love that 


| withthe Love of. Forgi 


| ſuch, or reſtore them tot 
before the Breach : And it is obſerved, har 6 thy 
Enemies, - while they laſt, are the fierceſt, fo 


| Some are ſo ſubtle and hollow, they can 
- their treacherous Ends, by a pretended Fri 


| ured Party ↄught to de moſt u 
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ſtructive of the grrat Virtue itſelf. Some are fo 
brutiſhly or diabolically malicious, that a bare For- 


can be expected, as 2s long as a Man really continues 
ſuch an Enemy: We. ſhould endeavour to diſable 
his Deſigns of any real, Power. to. hurt us, and it 
would be perfect to give him his Sword 
when he is once diſarmed ; nor can we be fo 
inſenſible of our own. Security and .Happineſs, | as 
0 be glad when pleaſes God to cut off fach a 
Kern Gn bee Intentions, = 
Thoug ian C iges to all 
— A yet Chriſtian Pru- 
dence, which is not aboliſhed, 3 


: other, chuſes ſome above others to truſt and confide 


in. Other Enemies we may have who ate endowed 
with many laudable and excellent ualities ; and 
could we convert them to our Fri ip, have Ca- 
pacities adapted to our Occaſions and 2 In- 
tereſt itſelf ſhould adviſe us to the Friendſhip of 


thefame Place they they were in 


renovated Friendſhips are the moſt durable and 

ing 3 like as a * is broken and 1 
ſtrongeſt in that Part where it is cemented. 
But all have not a Title to ſuch a 


oy: 
ſemble a Reconciliation, the better 9 liſh 
Therefore it is ſaid, E l. A 
to defend bim from bis Friends ; but from bis Enemies 
bes able to defend bimſelf. But 8 the in- 
he OE: - 
' for it is a Matter of conſtant” vation, 
F char be who 6 ht 
mor! ene 78: | 2 
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reconciled; he who gives the 
i at all, pacified ; becauſe be 
inks it i orgot on the other Side, Tho 
« I may be ſure I have forgiven him from my 
Heart, I cannot be certain that he has forgiven 
< Therefore we ought to blot out the Tranſ- 

„ grefſion, ſo that he ma ſtill read it, h we 
y faid to the Perſon he 
iving, I wiſh you may as well remem- 
4c ber your Fault as I ſhall forget it. > give 
<« my Brother my Heart and Affections, but 
« ſurrender up my Underſtanding likewiſe ; Lu 
<« though I cannot love him too well, I may con- 
„ de in hap woo far; for Truſt is an A& of Pru- | 

. dence, and not of Charity”, and ſo falls under 
no Obligation of Religion. 


Ic would h a raſh Credulity' to receive an inve- 5 
terate Eneniy immediately 9 1 


wiſe blen more cut Meer truſt an 


bf is his Witked- 


Place; neither ſet _ 
ſeek to take thy Seat, and 
Words, and thou be pricked ther 
ſpeaketh ſweetly with bis Lips, but 
983888 throw thee into * He will 


ELECT be find Oppor! 


unity be 
be ſatisfied with A „„ 
upon thee, 4 £21 lim there £b 1 and though 
| be pretend 10 to Belp thee, yet ſhall be undermine thee. 
He will ſhake bis Head and clap his Hands, and whiſ- : 
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But T ſa ante ou, Love your Eu. 


my former Diſcourſe on theſe Words, 4. 
ſhewn that the Duty of loving our 
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The frff Head I ils: 7 ae £2 | 
2 our Conſideration. My Part 
is to recommend 6d pi this Duty, of Loving 
our Enemits, from the Neceſlity, the Reaſonable- 
| Of theſe in 


1 Of the Neceflity of this "IF "EIS 
of the New Teſtament has Try | remarkable 


Care to convince us: It faſtens it upon all its Hear- 
ers and Readers, by ſuch ſtrong and forcible Ex- 
Preſſions, urging and repeating it ſo nable Of 
that we cannoe help ene ing an indiſpenſable 
ligation thereto. .1 formerly ſhewed, in di 
ing the Meaſure and of this Love hs 
towards our Enemy, that it mainly conſiſted in for- 
giving the Injury done us, i. e. not only to forbear 
revengazy ie, biz to.hee cur Heart of © Grain 
of the Leaven of Malice or Ill-will, that may d 


ity to all Men, \ 
at leaſt the reſtoring him to the ſame 
5 a before he canmiad th Offence. 


own Sins 1 
mercifully blot them out, as 
ſtill: to continue his gracious Benefits to us. And as 
this is — e or Way of over- 
coming Ev Good, we are every one 
to it under the abſolute Forfeiture of our own For- 
giveneſs ; and that peremptorily. declared by our 
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Jo confine myſelf to a few Places; he fays at- 


firmatively, Forgive, and it Hall be forgiven you. 
Not as if this was the only Requiſite to Salvation, 


pable heavenly Father do un 
my y unto. me, as it imports 
— _ emphatical Moral, being the intended Ap- 
Gone e Leg ed have ei For pen 
King is to have a r forgiven the 
. vaſt of 10, coo . z yet, 
* 2& for his cruel barbarous Treatment ſo quickly after 
ve . to a Fellow-Servant, for a trifling Sum, the King 
3 upon the firſt Notice ſeems forthwith to cancel his 
ve former Remittance, as ill-beſtowed on a Wretch, 
_ who had ſo difingenuouſly abuſed his Favour ; and, 
2. as he notoriouſly deſerved, delivered him over to the 
as Tormentora, for the old Score, which was remitted 
= only upon Condition of his merciful Diſpoſition to 
"it others, and conſequently retracted for that freſh and 
= flagrant Inftance of unconſcionable Want of Charity, 


and Hard-heartedneſs to his Brother. So likews/e 
will che King of Heaven, the judge of the Quick and 
Dead, ſuſpend the plenary Pardon and — 


To 


our Brother. 


1 
fubmit to the Practice of this 


all of us under to 
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be dies in Ch ith — rr 

De ares in Charity with all the World: A 

wie Time, truly, to pretend Charity, when' all 

Power and Poffibili of injuring any longer is juſt 

expiring with him ! But the true Senſe hed 

clarations is mych like what one ingeniouſly conſef- 
pive him, meaning 

4 on 
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vils, who induftriouſly inſtil this hellifh Viceints 
unthinking Men, on purpoſe.to 2 them to be 
Companions of their own Damnation: 

How neceſſary 


e is the 
contrary Divine Grace of 


Evil with Good ? How wordoy is i 40 be the Oh 


2 


ject of our earlieſt Endeavours, and the im 
Practice of car whats Lives?” Ir has'the 
nefice of all other Chiiſtian Graces-3/'is the Candi. 
nal Hinge on which the ſocial Virtues turn and 
unqualifies every other 
Virtue of a Chriſtian' from Acceptance with God, 
and the Preſence and Power of it imbrues the Soul 
with a heavenly Diſpefition for future Glory; and 
at preſent. gives great Succeſs to our Prayers, 
which can bring down all the Bleſſings of Heaven 
and Earth. Zut ach is the incomparable Ex- 
cellency of the Chriſtian Inſtitution, that nothing is 
matle" necefiary: bor the that previcak Reaſon, Loy 
_ cauſe it is moſt equitable to be practiſed ; which 
bri 
Ee the 6 
n 
crave Leave to reſume from the fe | Ten 
of God Almighey's Promiſe of e 
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ſhould, relenting, pleaſe freel uit 

Debt . Te Talents 3 Sinsand and 10 8 
Day, in the 


he promiſes this, be does,.. he. cannot. fil to per · 
form it, upon no harder Condition, than that we, 
we Men of like Paſſion, mutually ſtanding in need 
of as. many Pardons.'as we grant 3 that ſuch de- 
jury but by | 

imited, and can do or ſuffer but a few W 
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Z enen as 
$ ſo upon the Square is this Duty to Reaſon, to Na- 
en the Relation. of Things, that *ris 
; the received Principle -of common 
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twice, ſhould either have a faithful Fred, o 
* an i Enemy to tell him of it,” 


5M — * we were 
Project, which might diſtract our Affection, or too 
| much encumber us with the Affairs of this World, 
till our Father in Heaven 2 ſome 
| —— the ſame: 


nal Good by the Name of an Enemy ? No z when 
1 the Matter, . our 
. nends, we ſhall own, that he was a real, 
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_ Enemies, mote or leſs, behave as we will, that 
r 


Uſe and Ad 

Fourthly, We ſhall be farther cotvinced of the 
great Unreaſonablneſs of Revenge, if we conſider 
it as a ptuous Encroachment upon the Pre- 
rogative of the Almighty, who has declared, he 
reſerves to himſelf alone. the Right, as he alone 
has the A » (which — 2 —— 
with his Name, he has in Caſcs neceflary to 
to Governors 2 


graciouſly 
4 to call his Family here upon Earth to Ac- 


ert Biker, 


ly, and will do impartial Juſtice to the Offender, 
whilſt he rewards . 


no ways 


hurt, that we might i in all | Things ace bear 


thinking le as a ſure Mark of 
and Im A of Mind, wherever found ? As on 
the one Hand, a Readineſs to pardon Injuries, is 
an evident Token of Greatneld ad Geferofity of 
according to that of the Wiſe-Man: "Prov. 


; 8 jncurrat injuria minuta fem 
per. — | 
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3 himſelf in the Right all the Time ; yet 
ag l [= the elder Man, he. ſuppoſed 
| to make the tri Step, The 

| ata oe "Ny then by ths Lam ſi 

„ of your y .in Years, but in 
« Wiſdom ; {: that, when Lbagap che Fond, you 
«© was the firſt Perſon who ended it.” This was 
a Victory worth the gaining ; the other, by Way 
of Defiance, had been better loſt than won 3 by this 
he gained one Friend more, and one Enemy leſs, 
G 
p 3 to ſuppoſe thatany Heathens ſhould 
Reproach is to regretted, how m we are de- 
e the prioive Lore of our eſs 
„ 
EF 
the modern Diſciples of Chriſt, it is an ĩrrecon- 
cileable Pun&tilio, who ſhall make the firſt Mo- 


Fr 
Neceſſity and Reaſonableneſs, and hope none will 
nom pretend to refuſe the one, or deny the other. 
Permit me nom only a few Words on the great 
Examples of it. be, 

of God the Fa- 
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The Danger of Unbecoming Converſation. 253 
(Thanks to God for the Examples of fome) let more 
of us, I ſay, conform, in Practice, ta ita ſanctifying 
Precepts: How good and facred, how; true: and 
great, how lovely. and engaging would the Religion 
of our Lord and Saviour appear ! It would force 
2 from the Enemy and the World- 
ing, that there is ſomething divine in it, But, on 
F : 
and deliberate T and the Non-perform- 
ing the Injunctions of Chriſt obſervable in fo many, 
and the Mal- performance of Duty, to the very Fru- 
ſtration of ĩt, in many more, with the Cold- 
neſs in vaſt Numbers, occaſions Chriſt, the Maſter, 
(more (3s che Pity) to be condemned in the Diſci- 
God's bleſſed P of reconciling and 
the: World to himſelf in Chriſt Jeſus to fall 
under or Diſeredit. But what have theſe 
Chriſtians to anſwer ſor, by whom ſa great Of- 
cometh, whether abroad or at home, 
The Degeneracy of Chviſtiins wasthe critical Op- 
portunity which favoured the and gave 
—— for 4 4 oo when ke 
up-for wor as to be er 
a new Religion 5 which brought after it (the Pro- 
vidence of God permitting, for a Judgment upon 
Chriſtians upoſtatiaing from their Duty) the great- 
eſt Falling off that ever from:Chriſt and 
his Law: now eſtabliſhed in 


Mabometaniſn 
the Turkiſh, the Perfiax,; and: the Meg Domi- 


nĩions, three of the eri this Day 
the Kar of ahe Earth. +; Jags £133, MI ah | 
When hy wine wo FIR ſcofual-Heaven, and - 
as the only. tenable Grounds of 
with the-united Ef- 


his Religion, in Conjunction, 


forts. of worldly» Power ; how eaſy was it for him 


to gain his Point upon ſenſual who had 
tired themſelves out, and devoured one another 


uin ſpeculative Diſputes, till the Power and Sub- 
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eſcaping the deepeſt 


: cious an Offer, and therefore the Devil has a juſt 


Years 


Conduct of Chriſtians: in ſome Places, has made 
the Religion of Nature, and+ the common: Senſe 
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tends to teach.” 


| of our own Nation, conclude, when they 
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Day: Depart from me,,all ye Workers of Iniquit 1 
Luke xiii. 29. Nor has he any 1 I | 
Damnation, but through peedy 
Repentance, and Newneſs of Life. 

Not to comply with the Terms of Reconciliation 
which Chriſt, the Mediator, has proclaimed, is to 
do worſe than Devils: For they never had ſo gra- 


ht and Title to plague us for evermore ; elpe- 
7 ſince, from the ſolid Proofs of our Faith, we 
have as much Reaſon to be fatisfied of the Son of 
. 
us, upon our Repentance the Over- 
ture of Pardon, and in that a Crown and King. 
dom, as if we had lived at Bethlehem above 1700 
and ſeen it with our Eyes. 


ago, 
We have heard, from the Tales, that the-ill 


of ignorant Pagans, give this Character of Chri- 
ſtians:Chriſtians are great Drinkers, great 
£6 Swearers, and great Lyars.” The. Nation of 


0quois, near Canada, are ſaid to anſwer the 
Chriſtians, who officiouſly attempted to convert 
them. That they could never believe their Religion 
to be true, or perſwade themſelves that the Chri- 
ſtians believed it themielves; ſince their Lives 
were ſo much the Reverſe of che Doctrines it pre- 
And as they are the primitive 
Chriſtians to thoſe diſtant Indians, good Lord, 
what a Difference is there between them, and the 
firſt real primitive Chriſtians !_ | 
But we need not go ſo far abroad to. conceive 
what Prejudice is done to the revealed Religion of 
Chriſt by the ſcandalizing, and the gainſaying 
Lives of too many of its Diſciples. How 82 
do the Diſbelie vers, and Libertines by Principle, 
kes 


— Omni, 557 
run to the fame Exceſs with themſelves, that they — 
are after their own faithleſs Hearts, at Bottom 
believing _—_ Were de not 2 
ly Inconveniencies thence- reſulting, ** we ſhould 
<< have theſe vicious Chriſtians, ſay they, as openly 
ee proclaim their Atheiſm, as their Lives do it, and 
« be one with us in Words, as well as in Works.” 
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The Danger ** Unbecoming a 2 59 
the Comet) obſerving, doubtleſs, the ſlender Fruits 
of Virtue growing from the Faith of Believers, 
has undertaken, # 7Þef, and in Hiſtory, to make 
out, that Atheiſm does not neceffarily conduct Men 
to bad Morals: A moſt keen Satire upon 
ſtianity, enough to ſtartle all Chriſtian Prople out 
of a Continuance in Iniquity. However ill he 

the it carries this Moral wit 
ir, “ That if Chriſtians are bad and profligate, | 

« are certainly the worſt of Men, having corrupted 
« their Obligation of being the bet. 
Let us therefore begiri a new Lite, and ſet uhout 
to ſhew Heaven upo in” Earth, i. e. true Chfiftia= | 
nity, which is 48 4 Ring taken off the 8 of 
God, to ſeal and mark thoſe with a divine ce 
Character, who de fit for that Part of 2 

purchy ed for his Fo 


obey Prat | let us 2 7 06 As 3. 
Chap. 85225 Ver. 8. of this Epiſtle = ; 
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_  "Frudtification, the 
Vows op rpc at his Heart as Clay under 


Aan Av. 


* . 
ling in a Place where they confider them- 


Aires as Strangers, what will their Glory be in chat 


Place which is properly their own Country? Thus 


We ſhall edify Unbelievers, and incline them to em- 


brace our Faith; and the Reputation of, our Vir- 
tue will be as far diffuſed as our Religion in the 


Time of the Apoſtles. Since twelve Men were 
then able to convert whole Cities and Provinces, if 


We at al reſent, (ſuppoſing the Sbjefs of this Crown 


— Thoold all aways thine and each 


| es Dk lical Model 


iſtianity, with 
7 ö of this Earth? 
Baud we impart Light to them that t 
DP. ap rare mane of 7 5 
. 1 


external looking Chriſtian in the external 
Formz of Godlineſs, 


irit and Genius of the Goi- 


But av often 8 . 


when the inward Principle of 
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te Dag of beet Cine ation. 261 
3 dees in tis Bay 
in his 

ſhould fluſh in his Checks to ſhew the Colour of his 
Sins as Scarlet. When any che calls bin by ths 
Chriſtian Name, he d hide his Head, and be 
afraid to anſwer, 2 ty OT it, ſeeing 4 
his own oppolite Ve 

e ers ene Shoald any 
one ask him for the Vouchers of his Faith, that 


Faith of his, I mean, which St. Juz calls boly Z 


from its Purpoſe holy Manners, he has 


he has 


to produce in ka own en 
it not plain that he is a Chriſtian as yet only by De- 
? He is guilty of a moral Lye in calling him- 
a Chriſtian, and yet not do the Works worthy 


of hat his Relation, The Name of God or Chrift, 
without becoming Virtue, is a Word, a Sound, an f 


Echo, a Nothing. 

It is Rid to be uſual with a Maſcovite Chriſtian 
to take off the Croſs and lay it on one Side, which 
r hang about their Neck 
to their Lives End, 2 OY are about to com- 
1e 
account it, of their facred Profeſſion, ſhould be 
Wirneſs of the Defilement, and the Breach of Truſt. | 
It is in Travels of ſome Indians in Conpo, 
who having been by ſome Romanift baptized,” But 
afterwards finding 'the Chriſtian Religion obliged 
them to forſake fuch and fuch Ways, particularly 
the Plarality 
verters and fairly renounced their Profeſſion, fince 
they were reſolved not to forego the other; which 
was a Part of OP Ingenuity in 
them 3 implying, that [he 8 to one's 
ſolemn bee anf of ao. | 
nour and Honeſty, Faichfulneſs Fl — 
in tha be Cris aer be iter an c 

| S3 


ſhew but his Godfathers and Godmothers ; 4 | 


the Badge, asthey . 


of Wives,” came back to their Con. 
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conſiſtency and Ini uity. 

- But ſome . us receive the Articles of the 
chillig Faith, and enjoy the publick Service of 
| an. excellent Church, ſo as to put Stings 25 925 
morles into their Conſcience, without 
chęip eee e and ti Fedoss 10 

ite, no body can wiſh them much Joy of their 
2 8 & or ” their Church Memberſhip. For 
both Fad in condemning them to deeper Miſe- 
ng them both Shame and R by 
JR ik proved 1 of Ne Trax 1 
ing the be ns of Grace, an proſtituting 
ton, and the Service of the Devil. 
| As the Truth is in Fes, He is to receive the 


© _ "anflwouldnot do it: To bim that knoweth to do 
Good and doth it not, to him it is S. And be- 
ter bad ii been not to have known the. Way of Righte- 
ouſneſs, 12 Pet. ii. 10. than after they 9 4 
i the Holy Commandment delivered unto 


all the Wicked among us recal their 
Pity from Heathen e and w wp for them- 
 falves.; the other has none of the Abule of Mercy, 
and Chriſtianity to anſwer for. I will be more to- 
lerable for Sodom and Gomorrah, Cities that never 
hear the Sound of the Golpel nth Dy of Je 


hockey r ible, for you perjured 
8 t his Son, and gave 
his Werd, his Word frequently ſer forth with great 
FFF All 


ment, againſt thee unhappy Peron, amorthy Chriſ- 
tian, for the Non-Improveme LES 
| Abele thereof | There will * ll be x Heap of Ag 
3 4 15 of a rx Ci 


— 


of our Pease 40 ſhane curiyes ont of In- 


wn. uns ans bh. 


| . = many Str s, who ſo well know his Maſter's Will 


. for you aſſiſted, for you en- 


Means of Grace will be ſo many Articles of Indict- 


tk __ 4c. £ . A as 


= Yocation wherewith thou art called. 


_ Dog ne 2 
revile Chriſt, well knowing thy 
Lord, and thy Redeemer ; and becauſe thou bor- 
roweſt the Cloak of a ſound Orthodox Belief for no 
het Uſe But to be guilty of ch moſt GCamnkble 

fy, that of a el Lifg, doſt thou enge | 
End of thy Fb, the Sdltvation of thy Soul? 
Thou dreameſt certainly, while thou purſ not the 
Way and Means of Hale, without which no Man 
ſee God. As thou art guilty of Hypocriſy, and 
a 068 Pas erneſs is in thee, thou art loſt to all 


In if 
Deeds Rink l 


nd begi the Decency of Living i 7 q 
— with thy e Feines ; walking worthy tbe bel 


Oh! why will you take in greater Lighe only to 
condemn yourſelf to ſorer Jud t. for not walk- 


ing dccording to it ? The Shingth of Jim i the Lew: 
When therefore you have got the Knowledge 
the Law, and of your COND the Path-way 
to your „ eee only eſtabliſhed. in 
your own Breaft We rs Mrs and 
filed up Matter of Conviction and Acruſation if 
you do not obey the Truth, if you do not 
your eternal Intereſt : God's Law and = or 
Conſciences both convince you of Wickednefſ; 325 
deliver you over to Inexculableneſs, and to god 
everlaſting. Let me therefore adjure you by your | 
Vow of Baptiſm, by all that is facred and 
Erick tne the Mercy of Chriſt, by the 
on of is ency of his Goſpel, . ** 
his Word, by Wards of 8. Bis 
arg e 8. Nat 2. 
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f Chriſtianity above Judaiſm is 
a needleſs Thing to be much el 5 
Chriſtians) to give you the general Good of this a- 
poſtolical Charge; as it carneſtly addreſſes every 
Chriſtian, for thoſe concurring Operations of your 

| | . eee Mind, 


The Nature and Duty of Attention. 265 
Mind, which are the receiving and improving In- 
1 . Traths and Ahe of our wik 
and holy Profeſſion. Foraſmuch as every Thing 
bleſſed is and nothing whatſoever is want- 
e us thegood and Perſons it would 
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oft Deciacy und Abe apa tis ts thier 


rp An ng, this religious Oc- 
cupation of à Chriftian. And what is the Diftine. 
tion, the Honour, and Perfection of Man, and 
wherein his ve above the ſuhjected Crea- 
ao but as be is conſtituted to Ends the other 
| to; ape. Faculties for 
God oar Maker, for 


1e. mi OO 
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— Ruin? Poe — Reaſon N 
apprehend, to diſtinguiſh, to to 

and refuſe, to act and forbear, as ur ue Intereſ 


and ſupreme Happineſs directe? 
= the Uſe of Reaſon, 


Pie in theProverbs (ch. viii. ver. 45. \uttereth 
her aice ©o theſe Mem | _ faying,. Oo 
1 call, and my Voice is to e © 
Simple underftand Wiſdom ; and ye Fools, 

r. Cd in Na Get Wild 3 
ing. God and rr gab 
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The Nature and Duty of Attention. 267 
Scope and End, and js non apparent to his own 
As the healthful Effects of the Body proceed 
from Motion K. re, „regularly, and properly, 

orks of 


ſo all the go the Spirit are wrought by 
eee houghts and be 


tations upon Good; which ate to the Spirit what 
Motion is to the other : As one is aftuated by the 


Laws of Motion, ſo is the other by Thoughts, un- 
der ſuch ſpiritual and divine Exerciſes, which are 


The Soul is what it is by babitual exerting itſelf , 
as the Members and Tandiam of the Body 96S 
their Skill and from Exerciſe, even to 


Admiration, by repeated Trials ; as in the Fingers 
of thoſe that play on Muſick, the F ig 


that dance to it: So the Mind by U , and from 
a Bent of Attention, muſt perſect itſelf in the Cul- 


ture of its everlaſting Good: And ſo muſt we ever 
propoſe to kindle its AﬀeCtions, and fix our Reſo- 
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268 "SERMON XV. 
How like or unlike their Actions are to that holy 
Calling. This inthe Reafon, that tho* we are bon 
and bred to the Goſpel of Chrift, we neither chuſe 
nor embrace it, as a Religion or Rule of Life, wi 
pare it not to ourſelves, and ourſelves to that, 
what Manner of Perſon it obliges us to be. But 
_ conſidered religiouſly, and in the due Uſe of Self 
application, all Things in the World are made to 
promote our Salvation, and enereaſe our Virtue, 
and work K gh whether 
rity or Adverfity, Temptation or Joy: 
Paul, or Apallss,c or Cepbas, obs, (Moſes A 
hrift and - his Apoſtles) or the World, the 5 
| the al Order of its Works or Life, in 
to N 6. 2 or Death, as a 
to a z or Things pre- 
Things to come; whatever the Providence 
ſhall order now, or hereafter; theſe, and 
a Tg elſe, are ours, if we pleaſe, this Way, 
our ſpiritual Benefit; that whether we cat or 
k, or whatever we do, we d. all # the Glory 


1d oft Pictas ? ſaid St. Bernard. The Anſwer 
Vacare Conſiderations, i. e. What is Reli- 

« gion but to take Time to. conſider.” Nay, 4 
Dinner of Herbs, with refleQing Thankſgiving 
and Contentment, can afford the ; Mind more ſpiri - 
tual Repaſt, than the Bread and Wine in the Sa- 
crament, to an unmindſul and unrefleQing Re- 
civer. e e IE 
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Objects ſacred or prophane ; Advices, Adyan- 
tages, ¶ Pportunities, w whether they 5 us lit- 
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| The Nature and Duty of Attention. 269 
Hence ſo many Follics to be witneſſed daily; from 


this you ſee every Wickedneſs every where 
ar, wh ay conceived. in the Mind thro? 


Thy Name is Cane} 
Folly, add End is Deſtruction ! For. as ons 


be kale beard, fad er fen: Wiz i ocherwile, 
think too nice to be conſidered; or too far off 


corrupt. {hor ray Thus the Gentiles, of whom 
St. Paul. ſpeaks, Rom. vii. though they had the Law 
N 3 the 


ther Davy, 


wwe ©o the Porkormance 
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tainty, viz. That ſuch Effects are not, cannot be 
2 WI Hema 


be no other than God. 

Nay, the human om the Neglea 
of Thinking, is known do arrive among many 4 
 fricans and Indians,” Eaſt and Weſt, to that 
able Extinction of Mind and Man, thar they ſurpaſ 
their Companions the Beaſts of the Field in a very 


ings : Nor do they 
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At Qu e eee ee een 
Deuterono- 

| b — — 
if they are not meditated upon, not hearkened to, 
—_— out of RefieQion, and are never, 
or not often enough, in the of a fruc- 
tifying Mind: We ſhall ſtill live without God, be- 
ing not under the Government of his Law, and re- 
taining it not in our Hearts ; deceùving flroying 
ourſebves ; our - own Eyes, as we read, winding 
mib our Zar "this Day, how inexcoſable we. are. 
We, who are the central Scale between the Brute 
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made due to che latter the former: For in 
Regard to che N of the Ferſon promulg- 
ing. how much more does the Goſpel deferye our 
Attention ?. Seeing the Dignity of the Son of God, 
the Lord from Heaven, — himſelf from 
Heaven; is -infitiitely ſuperior to Prophets or An- 
gels, thoſe promulging Inſtruments of the Law. 


There ;s the Palace for mti of che Food full f 


Milk' and Honey, of Matron and Farnefs, or for 


delighting and nouriſhing the'Soul to Life; there 
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"The Profeltion i age at . bat a 
Meditation and Deduction, 15 
grow Re Yn bn Thought 

an Avocation of t, 

teve only with their Mouths, like theit 

Children; - who can 
the Lord's Prayer, and the ten Commandrhents; 
thinking no of eicher, but as one 92 
follows another ; tho not miſs a Word, 
tain no Notion how it concerns them. 
inconſiderately, yet more 
of their holy n; weekly hear= 


ing, and- converfing with thejn, bur .oot "to the 


good Effects that f ſhould follow. "Arlo what our 
es, After attending a long 
oy. may be Gd to 
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Es Diſe les, during his Sta Eaith, Ia 
b oe under * | „ 4 
ceiv otions of a temporal Meſſiah ; our Lord 
himſelf apol for „ 1 gry 
Speech ? Even becauſe 
Ford. Bur ere fee from all 
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known, it is becauſe ſuck a Paſſage in the | 
Goſpel is unconfidered by them. : 
But I it is not come to that, as yet, as to 
be debated by them, whether they iir 

or miſerable hereafter, To loſe ſo much as one 
Hour in deliberating about that, is an Hour loſt 
to their Happineſs, and ſo much Time periſhed 
from Self · preſervation. Let their Danger rouze 
2 = of the Slumber of 3 * — 
Ris run, is enough to put a Mind even into 
mindleſs Creatures, and almoſt engroſs their At- 
tention. A little Attention would indeed be ſuffi 
cient, to make them feel and find themſelves reco- 
vered, as from a We muſt all work out 
9 1 is the Condition, or there is 
— z and the Reward more than infinitely 
pences the Pains of a whole Life. What 
other Thing of Value is to be had, without firſt 
paying down the Price of ſome Pains and Labour 
be it? The Cure of this. Hindrance is 
therefore to reſolve upon the Diligence requiſite to 
make our Calling and Election fure ; to ſet our Shoul- 
ders to the Work, as to what muſt be done; to be- 
good ned in a full Perſwaſion of the 
that there is nothing of leſs Pains, or more 
» than to reflect both upon ourſelves, and 
Wars, and End of 'heavenly Wiſdom ; when 
we have ve gained that common Advantage of 
uſed to it, which is only wanting in this, as 
Il. other ſtrange, untried Things, for recom- 
it to our 29 and endearing it to our 
| as the deareſt 3 


| Wealth may come to as from the a- 
of ochers before us, that have a Kind- 

the Strength, or Beauty of the 

traduce, . from 
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The Nature and Duty of Attention. 255 
but to ſer gravely about it, they utterly deteſt, as 
Preciſeneſs. This trifling Gaiety of Spirit is a great 
Adverſary to that ſalutary Sobriety of Mind, which 
becomes Chriſtian People. 

Suppoſe ſome practical Subject, that has Life or 
Death in its Iſſue, is to be taken into Delibera- 
tion 3 the heedleſs Creature, ſoon weary, courts - 
ſome Im or other, or ſuffers ſome com- 

tive Nothing or other, to break off the impor- 
— Conſultation; and by thoſe 3 gow 


mĩſſions nothing Hart | pon, Hung 
As ack 66 G Rigtoach Ne: 
if you ſhould 


pet parry 
N upon a Cauſe of Liſe and Death, 
playing with ſome of the By-ſtanders, ſpending 


and e 


Buſineſs before him. | 
Now the helping Remedy ag againſt this careleſs 
Evil B the Wee Work of Con. 
deration, is to fix the Operations of the Mind to 
what ic is, and ought to be about, continaing the 
Dialogue with our own Heart; we and our Boſoms 
debating Matters all che ſupreme Affi 
of its Intereſt is diſcuſſed ; ſo long till it is tho- 
roughly apprized of it, ſets it down in its Memory 
in permanent Characters, that it may be frequently 
recollected, e by, += all our Affec- 
tions, and Actions. The of the Mind 
very much reſembles that of the Body: If left as 
. 


© % 


„ its own 


l 


Ye 
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that Sort of Exerciſe in good and holy Truths, 
Your ſtarting off and on any Sort of Subject, ge- 
nerates Thoughts and Actions like itſelf : But if 


ou defire any ws? ſteady and ſolid from your 
ar muſt think ſolidly and ſeriouſly of ſo- 


lid and Krlous Things; and x Somos the Reflection 


till the Impreſſion is indelible, and communicates 
the Print of Heaven to your Converſation : And 
through a Continuance of theſe Efforts we ſhall be 
able, in this Vale of worldly Buſineſs, to cut a Chan- 
nel for divine Meditations to flow between Heaven 
and the Soul. We ſhould always command the 

Eye of the Mind to inſiſt upon its d View. when ſa- 
— Things are before it; and not be contented to. 
paſs them over with glancing Thoughts, which 
neither became their Importance, nor affect us at | 


all. 


1 


The Greet Words i in che New Teſtament dena, * 
which we tranſlate underſtand, is the active Mood 
of the Mind: And the Word *wirape!, which fig- 

nifies the ſame, implies, in the Com poſition, that 
the Mind ought to ſtand upon : Thing, in order to 
know and apprehend its Uſe and Relation to us : 
Inaſmuch as curſory Conſideration, or liſtening of 
Courſe, is like to ſtand us in no Stead.— And the 
original Word in the Text for letting ſlip, you ſec 
rendered, in the Margin of the Bible, run out 4 
Veſſels. And to whom can that happen, 

but through their own Negligence, and pu 
Forgetfulneſs? And what, conſequently, will their 
Veſſels be full of, but an empty, vain, wicked 
World ? As the flothful Temper may be likened to 
. the Highway in the Parable, which was paſſive 

to falling of the 'Sced, but cared not 

who picked it up, diſclaiming all conſerving Pains 
that might have prevented it: So the light Diſpo- 
ſition anſwers the other unfruicful Soil, which re- 


ceived the Word with Joy 3 but, through LO, 


\ 


The Nature and Duty of Attention. 279 
and U of Reſolution, was ſoon offended, 
diſheartened, and fell away, 

Now as the deſultory Temper is wont to avoid, 
or evade the p Times and Seaſons for ſerious 
Reflection; there is therefore this further Help 
and Proviſion. againſt it, viz. that we determine 
with ourſelves to be conſtant Improvers of thoſe 


recurring Times and Opportunities that are meeteſt | 


for it. The Soul can no more think of two 
Things at one and the fame Inſtant, much leſs 
ſuch as the Love of God and this World, 
than the Body can be in two Places at the fame 
Time. There are therefore daily, and weekly Sea- 
ſons for our ous Thi 


| paſt, what . 
or what Relapſes been guilty of in the Way that we 


ſhould go; and boſom up as much Religion, and 


ſuch lively Meditations of Heaven, as may ſerve 
Ul the Week after to keep our Hearts above the 
World, even while our Hands are dealing in its 


Aﬀairs. The daily Seaſons for ſerious, improvi 
vr an 8 ire 


: God has given us Pru- 
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God, and end with him. 
hings, 
and ruins all Religion. Whatever Motives for bet- 


convenient Seaſon; which is to bg wicked in the 
moſt effectual Reality, and become virtuous and 


is the miſerable Confirmation of ſuch und. 


280 SERMON Xv. 
Body to interrupt, nightly give an Account of their 
daily Deeds, Words, and / Thoughts, before the Bar 
of the In ſuch a wiſe Practice, ſhould 
they die before Morning, the Time was well ſpent ; 


| ſhould they live, was it not ang loſt from 


Sleep, when ſuch Advantage w of it for 
heavenly Wiſdom, and for manly Improvement? 


And as it was the laſt Thing at Night, fo be it, 
alſo, the firſt Buſineſs in the Morning, as ſoon as 


awake, thus to converſe with God and yourſelf, 
And thus. in all your Buſineſs you will begin with 


3dly, There is yet the orecreftinating, err 
78 of Mind, which vacates 228. 40 — 


ter Living offer to prevail with Perſons of this Diſ- 
poſition, they put them off, and off, to 4 more 


reaſonable only in * Lou will conſider 
To- morrow, you ſay, What is that but to be a ſelf- 
condemn'd Fool to. Day? To omig all Beginnings 
Opportunities, and, Occaſions of and 
being & good ood ? Theſe are not only L bad. 
but poſitively ſo, by embracing, in the mean Time, 
and without 8 the Opportunities and 
Temptations of perpetrating every cuſtomary 
Wickedneſs with the more Greedineſs and wha 
To-morrow comes, inſtead of — better, go 
on to be worſe: That is the conſtant Event, that 


Reſolves, which are verily nothing elſe but the Ar- 
rifice. of the Devil, to divert che preſent Concern 


e e 
N both Guile and EST 4 | 


1 * another 
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There is no Manner of Jeſt, or Truth of Com- 
mon Senſe in thoſe future Reſolves, if you will 
bur repaſs' in your Minds how many Abſurdities 
are involved therein. ft, It implies, that we will 
live without Reaſon To- day, becauſe we defer ha- 
ving it till To-morrow, 2dly, It andaciouſly con- 
travenes and prophanes the Commandment of God, 
which bids us, this Day, if we would bear bis Voice, 


not to barden your Hearts; but to ſoſten, to liſten, and 
repent. To-day is to take the Veil from our Eyes, 


that we may behold bow kind God is in bis Law; | 
how kinder in ſending his Son to be a Propitiation + 
for our Sins; but kindeſt of all, in his Patience and e 
Long ſuffering, in not cutting us off Yeſterday in im- _ az 
penitence, 3dly, It preſumes upon Life To-mor- 184 
row; which is the Stupidity of diveſti N ſelf ok 1288 
Being for To- day, by div of proper 1 5 
Care and Proviſion EA it. You 1 if To- morrow Na 
be the Creature God made you; ſuch as will conſi- 1 55 ? 
der the Safety and Enjo of his Being connected Tn 
; to a future State; which is to be a Brute To- day. 1 
But who can warrant your Life To- morrow? How A 
nd know you otherwiſe, and why do you not fear, bl | 
bad, . leſt 3 in your your Ears, Thou BG os 
I1me, this Night thy Son required of thee. I bh 
and Have you, e de ocot 3 $834 E 
mary cious long-ſuffering God; and has he, beyond your 
when , at sf, infinitely beyond your De- 
„go 6 and an He 
Ar- 


> baffled wy) more bee Ted, it is 
in to be more dilatory and impotent 
to the Work To-morrow, and leſs ſenfible of 
name not all; fbr who can count them 
what I have hinted, you . ſee vs 
nſpiracy of Follies, Abſurdities, and 
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| af2 ., SERMON. XV. 
environs the Man who indulges him 


of Life in your 
Seed of it with ferious Confideration; and afier Recol- 


' Propoſals of Religion, to make 1 


lamenting that 
the Under fanding of 


himſelf in Pro- 
craſtination. This was the Ruin of Felix the Go- 
vernor, and from the Scepter to the Spade will end 
in the Confuſion of all thoſe that put their Truſt 
in it for Salvation. 
If not to think, 3 i er 
Words, to deſer it till To-morrow, was the true 
* 
or to our Eſca 
D nn the firſt to advite r 1 


But as the contrary is the only Way to be on the 


reaſonable and ſafe Side, Lamobliged in the Bowels 
of Love, to excite you to give the more earneſt Heed, 
to embrace in Earneſt, and without Delay, the Word 
Minds, I the 


lection, ta allow a ſober Advertence to the mighty 
ifition into your 
Hearts, adviſe with your own- Knowledge, adviſe 
with your from others Ruin, exert the 
Convictions of. your Judgment, and be adjured by 
the Teras leca be nour "Own, 
to throw off the Burthen of your our Guile by canfel- 
fing your paſt Follies, and. turning to the Lord, 
you began no ſooner, and have ſo 
long been more brutiſh than. auy Man, . not 
4 Man ; * ving 
no more to alienate tha noble Faculty from its pro- 
per Uſe in human ice, a rational Appearance, 
tor Sin if dy weve” whe he rataras Fen of 
ſaying, We will bear thee again of this Matter ;. 


which is always to Eg — religious Under- 


ſtanding, OT OTE ge Religion for th 


preſent. 

Was I talkin to your ſenſual Appetites, ar your 
favourite Pre} ydices, neither of them, I ſhould con- 
clude, have to hear ; hut when I addreſs my 


n e 
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I boys I have prevailed with you to carry in Mind 
the Maxim of Solomon, Proverbs xix. 8. He that © 
keepeth his Underſtanding, i. e. free from Hinder- 
ance, Hall. find Good z always practiſing the Cau- 
tion of our bleſſed Maſter in Heaven, Take Heed 
how you bear. And may you profit ſo well at this 
Time by the Remedies againſt theſe Evils, as entire- 
ly to throw off the ſlothſul, the deſultory, and the 
procraſtinating Temper of Mind, and never once 
more ſuffer thoſe damnable Obſtructions to inter- 
pole between you and your eternal Felicity,” . 
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ſpires. Yet nothing 1s more notorious, __ 


The Semen. 


Tonorance, or Good In ntention, will not 
excuſe a guilty Zeal. St. Paul Sin- 
— _ it 


ww 


Jon. xvi. * 


They gal put you ont of their be & 3 508, £4 
Time cometh, that whoever: u. ue 
that be dul God Service. - 25 


HE Cauſes, of Milchicf ; in Ft 
W W Paſſions of 
Men: But of all the Paſſions, that of 
- Zeal for Gad and nis Religion is the 
n as oft as it ex- 
in Degree, acts contrary to its Rule 
or in Ignorance of it. Nothing has 
, of all the Incentives to human Ac- 
to diſtrub the Peace of the World, 
| Regularity of its Conſtitutions, and 
Wy" of Mankind, Temporal as well 
this has — done at divers 


the . of Religion falſiy and TL in- 


the Deſign of the Chriſtian Inſtitution, in all its Pre- 
cepts and Inzunctions, is to prevent Harm and In- 
jury in the World, and to promote Harmony and 


Notwithſtanding all this, in Contradiction to its 


ſon of ſo much Bitterneſs and Variance, Perſecu- 
Ions, Violence, and Blood-ſhedding. 
not I might fu of every Injury that the Heat of Man 
yo concei 
in- didie in Theory, to ourſelves, and to a Turt or 
Heathen, reading the Chriſtian's Goſpel | 


| 


fible, if it was not fo 
and ſo true 
ligion divides 


tragically and lamentably, 
in Fact. And when Re- 


finities in Blood, are ftrong enough to reconcile 
But this proceeds from falſe Notions of God and 
Religion, 


cunning Hypocriſy 
ies ths Di 


ever he can skreen himſelf ſo; and it takes wi 
his Neighbours, equally miſtaken, that it 1s at 
done; forthe Glory of GGW]. 
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Good- will among Men, and do Good every Where. 


Rules and Authority, it has been, and ſtill is cke 
Occaſion and Pretence, the chief Ground and Res- 


ot his Hands execute, it would be incre- 
from their Variances and mutual Hatreds ; impoſ- 


en's Minds, and Zeal makes the 
Breach, not the common Ties of Kin, not che 
common Intereſt of Countrymen, nor yet the Af- 
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Ignorance and Inconfideratign of 
the Nature of the pnẽ and of the other: Or elſe, the 
of the worldly Paſſions of Men, 
iſe of Religion and Conſcience, 
When 


through any of the Commandments which happen 
to ſtand. in the Way of bis lach Deligns, when. 


Nay, | 
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ed an hi 


ſcience, and an obliging D 
the Words of our Saviour now read, Whoever . kil- 


Barbarity 
Their Murders, Maſſacrees, Racks, 
one another, have they not exceeded the Slaughter 
Father of Mercies, whilſt thou lookeſt down upon 
| Religion a 

all Manner of Love! Thy holy Child Jet has 

told us, indeed, that he came not to ſend: Peace, but 

Sword and Variance Earth. But theſe Words, 
we believe, were {| 

Men; not that the Coming of the Prince of Peace 


did in any fort occaſion 
but their own wicked Diſpoſitions. This, 
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| _ Nay, it muſt in Conſequence follow, the more 


extravagant and exceſſive the Activity of this Zeal 
is, the more commendable it will be t ht; for 
nothing can be too much for God ! Tis only deem- 


igher Act of Religion, when it once comes 


to be apprehended that all who ſerve God in a 


different Way from outſelves, are Enemies to him 
and his Religion ; and, that it is a Matter of Con- 
to him, to be as in- 
jurious and deſtructive to them as we can: Or, in 


leth you, will think that be daeth God Service. This 
furious Spirit of Zeal appeared to the Accompliſh- 
ment of our Lord's Prediction, the Time cometh. 
It did really. actuate the Fews. to all Manner of 
Time has had. the ſame Effect among Chriſtians. 
iſons, Gal- 
lies, and other Methods of Cruelties exerciſed on 


which the Chriſtian Name formerly ſuffered from 
ee oy tk, GI Kee” 0 


us Chriſtians, who are of the ſame Family and 
Houſhold! Who ought to be knit together in a 
which is the very Bond of Peace, and of 


en becauſe it was fore-known 
they would be eventually true from the Paſſions of 


loodſhed among them, 


* 
LF 


fore he foretold, that when it came to 
Diſciples might helicve it was be, 


| 


. Paul's Sinrerity ſlated: #82 
Heart from that Thought, that he who was able 
to foretel, was able to ſuccou r: 
When that which is-the only n * 
itſelf the Diſeaſe, through the Peeverſenal of Men; 
and that holy Religion which was given to direct 
and 


wonder it rages to Exceſs, and that ita Extrava- 
gances are manifold, and without Bounds. But 
whence ſuch an inconſiſtent Paſſion for the Glory of 
God proceeds, as inſpires Men to break God's Laws 
in pure Obedience to them. and turns Murder, the 
worſt: of all Guilts, into a Sacrifice to God, 
an Oblation meritorious in the Actors, whilſt ic is 
all the _ —_ 
Height of Wickedneſs! Whence, I. fay, 
this « work of 


whack our Lord aſſigns after the 


Cauſe principal 


"oh 4 


. rg von mes "6 

_— therefore nothing in the World is of more 
fatal Con 
ſo it concerns Men the moſt of any. T 
8 in t, br 0 hold it in a the Bit 
and of its Duty, left it e Rights 
of others.” There is the NO ade he Hoe of 
Zeal; And there is nothing whatever, which Men 
of all. Ferſuaſions are more apt to confound, and be 
miſtaken in, than their Opinions and Actions ac- 
cording to it. The miſplacing of it, on an undue 
Object, or not propertioning it in a proper Degree, 
or not proſecuting it in a Manner, has oc- 
cone a World of Calamity and Sin. In order, 
therefore, to moderate this godly aßen with the 


Reſtraints which Religion puts upon it, and keep 


it within the Limits — God himſelf has con- 
OE: — 


| 5 1 
= 10 | 5 . 1. How 


regulate Men's Zeal, becomes itſelf the Incen- 
diary, and throws in Fewel to foment it,” it is no 


proceed, but ages | 
nn cane ua not 


than a warm miſguided Zeal ; 
hing not to 
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' theſe perſecuting Fews, that 
God, but not actording to 


| and Threatenings againſt the 

| them, and determined to deſtroy them that Called 
on the Name of Jeſus. 

Diſpoſition by his natural ' Conſtitution, but the 


r u he was 


the Intention that influented chem? No. 


: 5 * Chriſtians and declare 


„ XVI. 
"mk How far Ig 


cer a good Intention: will 
excuſe its larities. 

II. What is che ; Degree, and Meaſure 
3 Zeal which bn <a 


oall How far Ignorance, « or a 
ele its Irregularities. 1. 


5 


FREIE will 
bears Record of 
had a Zeal for 


ledge : They 
ceeded to all that Violence againſt EChrittald Fon 


2 an inconſiderate unjuſtifiable Intention of ſerving 
K He teſtifies and confeſſes of 
elf, that be verily thought with himſelf that 

rope bs to do many Things Set the e 


Nazareth: And, according to this Pe 
fion of his Conſcience, he breathed out 


and Women to Priſon, being exceedingly mad again} 


e e eee ene Deine of the sea 


» in 12 of Mind: Bur does be 
juſtify the Barbarity of his | 


* A. 


call in the godly End he had in View 10 abfolve 


- the ungodly* Means? Not at all: The more he 
flected upon uy p — 


ſt Proceedings. he grows more 
and arruigns himſelf of the 
aſd 60d — For what 
'of God and 


0 Time 


Difciples, haul'd Mien! 
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| 289 
Tim. i. 13.) that beyond Meaſure e 
Geh of God, pope payee gone 


ws i zealous of the Tradition of the 


Elders. 

Thos the Tradition of Men made void the Com- 
mandment of God, even the great Things of the Law, 
. ee el bo Gs 912 
petuoſi is m out ght 
+ — „ Light of Namare 
would have arreſted his Conſideration, _— rang 


propoſing, do n 

Ways and Methods procure 
horrence. —_ ORE 2 
thing to my Salvation, or does his differing from 
me, in his own private Right of! for him- 
ſelf, take any Thing from it ? What Proyocation 
ders is give me.? Why then ſhould I have a Hand 
to execute ſo infamous and inhuman a Harm to 
bim? Tho' Iam an Inſtrument acting by Order 
of the Saxbedrim, who are reſolved to to maintain 
their Juriſdiction at any Rate, when ibe Meſſiah, 
9 n 
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ſtudied, is actually come into the World} can be db 
greater Miracles than what this Man, who calls him- 
ſelf the Meſſiah, did every where in the Face of 
the World? Ten thouſand Witneſſes agree that 
ſuch Things were done, no one contradicting ? Why 
then was F ſo brutiſh and precipitant, as — 
that into Conſideration > Where was my Reaſon 
and Judgment, that I did not examine the Doc- 
trines he propoſed, with the Evidence and Aiteſ- 
tation it carried; the Life that he led, and the Death 
that he died ? Why did I not compare them with 
what the Prophets have ſaid of him, and the Marks 
and Characters they figure him by? Certain it is, 
had T done this Jaſtice and to him, he 
would not have been found a Deſtroyer, but a Ful- 
filler of that Law which I am fo zealous of. 1 
| ſhould have found that the Traditions of my Fa- 
thers, whether Oral or Written, for- Which 4A Te 
tain ſo vaſt a Veneration, had fruſtrated and eor- 
rupted the Commandment of God ; that they had 
put their ſelfiſh temporal Gloſſes upon the Word 
of God, contradictory to the authentick Prophe- 
cies 3 making him a temporal conquering King, 
who was no other than a ſpiritual peaceable one. 
My contemporary Phariſees agree to ſay the ſame 
Things, becauſe their worldly Intereſt would have 
it ſo: Their Fears of loſing the Grandeur they were 
of, the Authority of pouring Terms 
of Salvation to the People which they 
made them blind to Miracles, deaf to fade Enie 
fation of all the Conviction that could be given: 
But why ſhould I, who knew in my Heart that I 
17 va bedding bur the Advanceinent of the Glory 
and the ſimple Diſcharge of my Duty, 
not have conſidered better of it? and not have 
been ſo unreafonably averſe to the greateſt Good- 
neſs, and the greateft Truth in the World? I faw 
that the Fear of Excommunication, or having their 


Names 


. Pad Sincrrity Ban 291 
Names caſt out of che Syna of being deli- 


vered over to Infamy and Contempt, made a great 


many 'Well-wiſhers to Chriſt only the more cau- 
tious how they d themſelves for him: But yet 
thoſe Methods conld not change the Truth, nor the 
powerful Convictions of Peoples Minds. Seeing 
theſe Proceedings, I muſt ever be of Opinion that 
the very beſt of Met are Hable to be excommuni= 
cated by the worſt. I was once in Concert with 
them; and for that, and other Perſecutions of the 
Charch of God, do ſtile myſelf, as having Veen 
one of them, the greateſt o of Sitiners, © 
Did the Sandedrim i out their Orders for 
what 1 did ? But how could they c Evil into 
Good? Who gave them that Authority? Why then 
did I-obey? Or did I thoſe ſavage 
40 ĩ myſelf, and pleaſe the world- 


Does not Nature declare and diſtinguiſh the good 
Tree from the bad by its Fruits? Were my Fruits 
{o'notoriouſly bad ? What was I then and my Per- 
—_— Who —_ + 0 —.— and act 

frangely | Wrong ven that infatu 
Zeal, which is che Ruthor of moſt of the 
Wrongs 
Zeal fot God. My Works flowing from it were the 
Works of the Devil.” 


intended and defigned it, as much as myſelf. But, 

8 my Heart, I did intend and 

" Whatever 1 did in 

a Ri of in Shicerity ing 
wil ily contemnin pitefully uſing t 

Mears of eee Phack ve Pre inc ſofair 

for ſetting myſelf rigbt; and as 


cle oF think thereon, 1 muſt with Compunction 
condemtt myſelf, and acquit God for condemning 
| | mez 


U2 


Violations of- 
ficioully 
ly-minded” Phariſees ? That makes it ſtill worſe. 


that are committed. My Intention was 


Juſt fo might che Devil be 
Aid to ſerve God, if it was poſſible for him to have 


Y Madneſs 1 4. 
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Unbelief, 
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that found in him 


as inſincerely doing 


uent to them. He laid it 


was in and that all was 


but half of what he 
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the Word of God, 
| horted to 


| Lord of Life through Jgnorance,” 
to their Faces, that it was with — Hands they 


| ef their Conſcienbe, would fave them from Con- 
_ demnatibn.z becauſe it 


| them into the Hay euerlaſting. 
nour and Safety, and 
eceuts off the Ear that he ought to have 


Avg with Things he had nothing to do with-as. a 
private Man 3 .nay, was debarr'd from by an ex- 


K 9 * 
dead for his Preſumption, and fell a Sacrifice to 
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tention have ſuffered hereafter, as a Sinner, for neg - 
lecting to bring the Eye of his Mind, and the 


_ Guide of his Life, his Conſcience, to that which 


ought ever to be the Rule and Regulator en 
and right Reaſon·—g— 
In like Manner, the Jems were guilty, * 
repent of chelr ignorant Zeal and cruel 
Treatment of the Maſter, as thoſe in the Text of 
what they had committed againſt the Diſciples and 
Followers. The they ire El en hive. þ killed tbe 
yet it was affirmed 


crucified and flew:rhim, and that 


they were the Be. 


| Irayers and Murtherers.of the Fuſt one. W ithout Re- 


pentance, neither their Ignorance, nor the 


vas their Crime to be ſo 
ignorant ka, when a fair Conſideration 
of Things 
ſily have cured them of the faral Error, and brought 


St. Peter was very-zealqus for his Maſter's Ho- 
through a furious: Impulſe of 
his Zeal, draws his Sword, - lays about him, and 
argued the 
Caſe with. This he did Nee verſed 
in the Nature of his Lord's But did 


his Lord approve of the Violence? Ne He re- 


buked him ſoundly: for it. UR ab had a flaming 


5 ann: He ſaw the Ark of 
the Lord 


and grew ſo jealous of the 
u, that he muſt needs be med- 


of the Cane 


Command. But what did he get by it? Did 
e ſettle the Church by it? Or was he not ſtruck 


_—_ 


1 * 
1 ” 
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(which was in their Power) might ea- 
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KS TEN. 
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dering the Rule of their Duty. 
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St. Paul's Siurerity fated. 295 
Flames of his own kindling? King Saul was 
refractory to the Command given bind io in 
rge. Did not God, that gave it, know beſt 
made moſt. for his own. Glory, and what 
crifices and Services he had moſt mind to? Muſt 
1 fet up to be wiſer than God and his Prophet, 
L to direct them hat 
what diſpenſed. with ? 7 Bebold to obey 
; to ſacrifice; and to heurten to God, and 
than the Fat of Rams. And what did 
get by his miſtaken Zeal againſt the Lord his 
but the Loſs of his r 5 
that we ſee, ſrom an Induction of Inſtances, 
1 how apt Zeal is to be miſtaken, and how full 
Guilt and r theſe Miſtakes are, to thoſe 
are poſſeſſed of them through not duly conſi- 
-Plain it is, - that a 
good. End, tho? the beſt in the World, will not 
ſanctify the Badneſs, or ill Quality of the Means, 
nor 1 maify. the Actors from Goilt nor will the 
Goodneſs of the Intention warrant or excuſe an 
apparently bad Action, as long as it is bur Duty 
not to do Evil that Good may come of it. 
The hurtful 


F 


it 


L 
Ls 


Conſcience, are inſufficient to juſtify a Man, as long 
23 he is bound to 1 his Con- 


his 


ſcience by the Word of God, and — 
Zeal according to the Knowledge of that, and the 
Nature of Things. For our and Incon- 
ſideration of a Law ſufficiently promulged to us, 
can never be enough to ſuperſede its Obligation 
upon us: Nor will our fal Concis, miſtaken 
Opinions, or the beſt 
ever o Gange the Name of Good and Bel, 


abate any Thing of the Power of a 
Kann * + rad becauſe 


ought to be com- 
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Ignorance and Miſtakes of Zeal and 


ſes of the Hearr, be 


which are immutably founded in the Natute of 
Things, and certified in the Word of God; neither 


poſitive Law 
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6 din n of 
— Power to alter. They will ns. 
S 

comply in our to , as 
CE ERS NEIL 
ive, therefore, of how vaſt 
quence to the Welfare of People's Souls, and 
Fightly informed in the proper Mate of Ne, 
tly i in Matter of Rel 
Zeal, the Degrees it ſhould obſerve, the Limits it 
ſhould not exceed, and the Ways it ought to de- 
cline.— Almoſt every Age has ſeen the 
Wickedneſs | under the ſacred Pretence. 
of Conſcience ; there is no Exceſs, no enthuſiaſtick 
Extravagance, which an unguided Zeal may not 
run Men into, when it once comes to allow for 
Men's Immorality. It is the Principle of all = — 
edneſs, and with all manner of I 
And there is nothing ſo deviliſh, , bor God ll be 
called in to patronize, to that Degree of Infatuati 
as that Murther ſhall paſs for an Act of Faith, 
devoted Service to him. Whence comes all this to 
nerf, ng „ 
2 . of great Kindneſs ; that 
X gh k bes Works nad he the com- 
— * us all; bave not Fnowy the Fa- 
ther, nor Feſus Chriſt ? "9 
If the Brother, whom 1 hate much on account 
of Religidn, is as dear to him as myſelf, and lives 
by the fame Indulgence of his Providence as 
I do; why ſhould 1 be for exterminating him, 
whom God is for preſerving, and I can ſhew no 
Command from him for ſo much as ? God 
deals with us all as rational and free Agents, rea- 
ſoning the Caſe of the Equity of his Laws in pro- 
"pounding our own Intereſt, * we may cſcape, 
and what we may get, in order to induce our Sub- 
„. TEIN FURY droits 
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„ 4mrmy een ene 


fr dealing ocheriſe with my Broker 


and 
: So let 


us? - 


If theſe are the Inſtitutions of Chriſt, and the 


Deſigns of his holy Religion, how ignorant or fer. 
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2 | Methods of worl 


ing them 


93 : th Honour © God, 
his Rel So it comes. to 
i it, zvithout Knowledpe, 


F. Pqul's Siaterity fad. 299 
2 we are alſo hy true Charity united to 
other. To be very zealous for God's Glory, 
ind at the fame Time very uncharitable to our Bro- 
ther, is 10 make Gad @ Lyar ; 3 
les, and the Truth is not in us. = 

We. in thoſe little Diſputes ſo 
ouſly, EG Si. 
mutable Circumſtances of Religion was indeed an 
effectual Diſpenſation from Charity, or any other 
„ r and that Zeal 
0 expended in promoting true Pi 

and the divine Life, which are moſt — 


ably well-pieaſing to God, and make moſt for his 
Honour, and are moſt enjoined and inſiſted on for 
that/Reaſon by him, is unfortunately, is finfully di- 
verted, and ſquandered away, for the greateſt 

in Heats and Wrangles among ourſelves about the 


pacifick-Bofineſs of our 
; _ * 
Proportion it according as 
e r 
with that its Governor Knowledge or Prudence, 
from being called in Queſtion, is to exert it upon 


— —— 
ly evil. To ſhew no good Conſcience 
for the Virtues of the Chriſtian Converſation, nor 
any Regird to the Subſtance of Religion, bur live 
in the moſt impious Perjury to ſkreen themſelves 
from worldly- Inconveniencies, in a dam- 
nable Hatred, and the bittereſt Calumnies againſt 
their Brother, and many other the looſeſt Immora- 
lities 3 and, at the ſame Time, to ſhæw a Strifneſs 
and Adberence to the external Rites of Religion, 
1 is to give ex- 
— ——— — 

ature gion, as if it eſſentially 
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St. PauPs Sincerity flated. 
how generall is this tranſgreſſed and neglected, to 
the 4 one another, and diſordering the 
Peace of the World, WI 
Zeal; whilſt ſome all Religion in Com 
ance with them, as if that would commute for 


Singularity, and cover all Faults; miſtaking their 
own earthly Aims in a formal Attendance on them, 


ing 
blamed- for not being ſo, farely 
it. It is not ſufficient to follow their. 
they alſo take all due Care to in- 
_ * een 
hings, diveſting themſelves Prejudices, 
fairly the Peace of the Church, the Ob- 
ligations to maintain it, the Miſchief of 
it, together with the Duty of ſubmitting to Go- 
es... dey lawful Things ; would they impartially 


theſe im Things with the other 
ſmall, indifferent ones, one would think. it, in a 
Manner, im they ſhould prefer theſe Trifles 


before the For without ballancing the Mo- 
ment of Things, and examining into them, a mi- 
ſtaken Conſcience may eaſily delude Men, may ex- 
cite their Zeal in oppoſing ſuch innocent Things as 
Impoſitions, which are not only lawful, but expe- 
dient, and in general ſo neceſſary, that no Chri- 
2 whatſoever can poſſibly ſubliſt without _ 
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kind of them. Yet we ought 
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He 


praying God 
ee of gond rte nh 
| are „and 
in Matters of leſs Moment our Maderatiom ſhall be 
knows unto all Men, 1 
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Man 


iſe thy Neighbour ; and there's no 
See then to the | 
A che Prophe 
have. made. it obligatory 
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Corigture is pro Inftruc- 
have read unto you, is ee 
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o prudently to adviſe ee 
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ſtian People have received a Character in ordinary, 


arid are actually inveſted with an Authority which - 


both juſtifies and requires the Undertaking, - The 

Scripture ordains and puts every one in Orders for 
petforming this private Duty, who is in any Capa- 

city for it. Whoever thinks it too much for us to 

preach every Lord's Day, may, if they pleaſe, be 
ſo aiding to our Endeavours to carry on the admo- 

niſhing Employment every Day in the Week after; 
for all will be little for making Men good ; 
we ſhould be very glad of all Auxiliaries, to carry 
on the moſt arduous, the moſt backward Buſineſs 
in this World, in reſpect to Succeſs, i. e. the form- 
ing Men's Converſations, ſaving their Lives from 
Deſtruction, and making them meet to be Parta- 
kers of -the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, and 
of reſtoring to its due Vigour and' Efficacy the lan- 

guiſhing Senſe and Practice of Godlineſs and De- 
votion, the faint Influence of Chriſtianity, and of 
the other Life ; teaching one another ſo to ſanQtify 
their Lives, that they may be all ſuch as becomes 

the Goſpel of Chriſt, This, my Chriſtian Brethren, 
is a Buſineſs we would exhort you all to, and be 
glad of Help to carry on; not only in Behalf of 
yourſelves, but of others your Neighbours alſo. 

As much out of Faſhion as theſe good Offices 
are, it is not a Matter indifferent, whether they are 
performed by us, or not: For God has in his holy 
Scripture ſo ſolemnly, ſo plainly, and ſo frequently 
required thoſe pious Endeavours from all thoſe who 
fear him, and love their Brother, that they bind us 
with an indiſpenſable Obligation'z and we can no 
longer be innocent (however we have been miſta- 
ken hitherto) in neglecting it wholly. All I can 
find left to our Diſcretion is, that we proceed with 
Prudence, and Obſervation of the fitteſt; Seaſons 
and Circumſtances, when this Charity may be moſt 
effectual: And this rather ratifies and explains the 
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Duty, than vacates it. For does God ever require 
| any Thing in vain, or ever exact what is impoſſi- 
ble, or unprofitable, from us? Hear we then ſome 
other of his divine Commands and Authorities, at 
preſent; and I ſhall produce ſome more in the Se- 
uel of this Diſcourſe : As where he faith, Have no 
ellowſbip with the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, but 
rather r them. n 
provoke unto Love and good Works : Let us bave 
| Compaſſion on the [enorant, and them that are out of 
the Way, for that ye yourſelves alſo are compaſſed 


with Injirmity. If a Man be overtaken with a Fault 


Have no Company with bim, that be may be aſhamed; 
yet count him not as an /b bi 


Half theſe Paſſages and Inj 
to convince you that this is no trivial Concern, nor 
an" incidental” Advice; tho* I have not yet men- 
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| tween oo if be hear thee, thou haſt 
rel thy Þ Brother. And % well docs this Duty 


F788. 


Y Friendy Cirreption. 469 


| Writ, by the Way of correcting different Things 


amiſs in our Brother ; as his Error, his I 
or his Sin'; di not only the Reprover, but 
him that is reproved how to bear, and make his Ad- 
vantage of it; and all declare this, at the leaſt, that 
ir is extremely much the Defire of God, and moſt 
clearly and evidently his holy Will and Pleaſure, 
that we be not deſective in this our Obedience; 


S 


but take Notice to do it at our Peril, when any 


Likelihood of Succeſs, and convenient 
nity offers : And it ſhews, withal, how fooli 
we have been before him, as 
_—— and neglectſul of this 
can excuſe ourſelves in a wilful, continued Neg- 


and 
as have 


rn For thoſe Scriptures which g 
they will not be full 


a ſeemi 
cient to 


us z ſuch as forbid us to jadre our 


Brother, becauſe by his ows Maſter be of 
falleth ; e or the Ob- 
is perſectiy conſiſtent with the 


a the Intention of ſuch 
Rules and Precautions being only in Matters of 
doubtful Report ot Action; that we be not over - 
haſty to on the uncharitable Side 3 that we tra« 
— 4 E ri r e 
it hinders not, if he has treſpaſſed againſt yo 
or againſt God, in any enormous Manner, — 
telling him of it in a and friendly Way. 
So our Saviour rely directs, Mar. zvin. 15. 
1 thee, tell him bis Fun . 
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confift, with 
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to the other, of not judging or 


a kindly acquaint- 
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Kh him an Opportunity to 3 himſelf 
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that Account. To this Purpoſe the wiſe Man (Ze⸗ 


clus.. xix. 13.) very well i Admoniſh a 
Friend ; may be' be hath not done it: And if be bath, 
that be dath's no more. Aim Friend may be be 
3 wr be have, that be ſayeth not 


ain: . 
5.3% — 1 * e 


Befides the Authority of To many reiterated In- 
junctions to put us always in Mind of theſe Endea- 
ä 
to conſider and affect our Minds with ſome Mo- 
tives to us to proceed in this kind of 
Picty and Kindneſs :. As conſider ne. 

1. That Religion ought to be the Qraand.Con- 
| cern of all Chriſtians; to promote the Credit and 
Influence of it, and advance the Honour of God, 
and the Intereft of his Son Chriſt our Lord's King- 
dom, in ourſelves. and others, as far as our Power 
can extend, ſhould be the ſupreme Wiſh, and the 
ardent Endeavour of every good Man. 
Without ſome Degree of this Zeal, we have in 
vain to lode God, or have à Concern in 
For whomſoe ver we 
heartily love, we make his Intereſt our own, are 
uneaſy to ſee any Affront and Deſpite to him, but 
preſently kindle into Reſentment, and are excited 
to ſtand up in Defence of his Cauſe: Who can 
hear to ſee his earthly Benefactor abuſed? The leaſt 
[Spark jof Gratipade eefenins- nor f from offering 


ſomethi in his Behalf.;- nor can we with any Pa- 
tience fit r 

at naught, without doing every in our 
N to reſcue him from 3 
_ tempt offered. unto him; or what good Subject, 
Jaxing a lonnt Value aid Regprd co bs cadhiy flo 
vereign, burns not with. Indignation againſt any 
hg rebel againſt his Tur ig trample - his 
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ſhall we be unconcerned Standers-by, to ſee, to 


hear ſo often, ſo much Wickedneſs done againſt 
the Lord our God; and not be jealous for him our 
ſuf our moſt gracious Sovereign, our infi- 
ni 


gracious 
tely Father, Friend, and Benefactor? Can 
we be patient, be indifferent, or unmoved to ob- 
ſerve ſuch injurious Treatment of him? His Go-. 
vernment openly rebelled againſt, his holy Name 
blaſphemed, his heavenly Majeſty abuſed, his pa- 
ternal Goodneſs y infulted ? Can we be 


daily Witneſs of ſo much Provocation, thr 


through 
the Iniquity of many Sons and Daughters of Dif- 
obedience, and be filent, or not grieved at it? or 


think it nothing to us? or uſe no Endeavour to 


put à Stop to it? For are we not (deny it who 
can) his profeſſed Servants, his Subjects, his Chil- 
dren? bepotten by the Faith of the Goſpel, and a- 
dopted into the Promiſes of blefſed Immortality and 
Glory with him? What will he think of our Cold- 
neſs in an Affair that ought to be moſt at our 
OCT there? The 
us, i. e. the Promotion of his G = What 
the Obſerver of all Things judge of our Car- 
our ſhameful Slackneſs and Temerity in fear- 
diſpleaſe Men more than the living God? 
we fay for our own Unconcernedneſs ? 
Men of old, whom we read of 

in the Records of our Salvation, and whoſe Faith 
and Converſation weare bid to follow, were filled 


Vhat 
For all ri 


nations, y I rities, 
Follies of ungodly Sinners: Th 


mani 
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h him to forgive us bis Servants in this paſt Neg 
F 
Nenner 
For conſider we, 2dy, The Chatity we gught to 
exerciſe to our Brother, is another Obligation upo 
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for his Advantage. 
pron Odections againſt 


Refides, we can do him 


and Wildom 
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Death, I am poſitive there are none here ſo void 
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for bis Brother, . If we 
grieve for a temporal Damage befallen our Neigh- 
bour or Acquaintance, how much rather ought we 
to redreſs the Accumulation of all Evil, the only 
Evil Thing, which ſubjects to BR infinite 
Loſs, and uces, 8 a 8 
ban ef Ce the moſt unſ unſpeakable 
mage, and Ruin of Body and. Soul ; DT ws 
none other than what is too common to — ſeen 
in our Neighbours habicual Sin and Iniquity. 
With reſpe& to his Body ; if we know of any 
Thing that will help him to Eaſe; or effect a Cure, 
we think ourſelves obliged to offer. our A ſſiſtance 
and Advice, or dire& him where a Remedy may be 
had, and.perſuade him to make uſe of it, a 
wiſe for his own Good : And are.we only filent and 
hard-hearted, when we diſcern the mortal Diſtem- 
per of Sin upon his Soul, which, if let alone, will 
plunge i into eternal 'Death, and the Pains of e- 
erlaſting Torture? If we ſee him fallen into a 
Lethargy, we awaken him out of it, and ſcruple 
not to be ſenſibly free with him, in order to rouze 
him to Life and. Senſe, believing it a cruel Kind- 
neſs to ſuffer him in that fatal Inſenſibility he would 
willingly die in, if let alone. — Should y: you fee an- 
other offer to wound himſelf, you run in between 
Death and him, and fear not to difpleaſe him by 
_ wrenching the deſtroying Inſtrument out of his 
Hand. We charitably enough take care of the 
Mad or Lunatick, prevent their miſchi 
. — —_— 
Or, -whoever ſhould meet 1 Mite ws 
2 dered to the Brink of a deep Pit, within a few Steps of 


be 


of Charity, but would be. very ready to offer their 
Service to him, pull him back, tell him of the 
6— 
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| our Friend, when we ſo plainly ſee Wickedneſs upon 
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only to be ſuffered on our 


Diſorder of "Mind, 
gives the deepeſt Wound, and is the fatalleſt Le- 
thargy ? Why then not interpoſe ? --- Does our Cha- 
rity and Kindneſs only fail us at that Article of do- 
ing him Good, where — be moſt of all em- 
ployed-? Is our. Brother's whole Stake and Streſs, 
that calls for our Care, circumſcribed to his bodily 
Part; or is this Life his ſole Good and Happineſs, 
that we fo y miſ-a& our as to 
forget the Man, while we mind and fave this from 
Danger, whilſt we behold himſelf quietly periſh, 
without thewing > or offering an to 
his Reſcue ? * 

We are very careful of bis Trifies, but have bo 
T for his great Concern.---- We fee our 
Neighbour's Houſe on Fire, we alarm him of the 
Danger z we fee Cattle commit Treſpaſs in his 
Ground, we kindly inform him of it, and we do 
well. But think we ſtill there is no Danger nor 
Detriment in Sin r ſuch Havock in his in- 
ward Parts, which are very wicked, that we, hold 
our Peace and keep Silence even from good Words, 
till His Inch of Candle is burnt out, and his Soul, 
which is the Man, leaves the Body 
and all Things viſible, and takes its Flight into the 
World of Spirits? How can we be fo unmerciful | 
to let him fo long alone, not to put in the leaſt 
Check, nor ſpeak one kind Word of Advice to 


bim, Damnation before him, and Defrufion 
10 fvallow him u 2? Is this our Friendſhip to a C 
tian Brother? could do no more to 2 | 
We are civiller to the Ox of our Nei , and 

help ir out of the Ditch. 1s this the Love of wiſe 
9 — te) 1 
wer, 
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undane; it may open a Reception our 
— Love 2 to operate upon his 
Mind, and reform it to a wiſe Converſation and 
Godlineſs of livi To reſcue any one Soul from 
the Habit and F y of Sin, by our rightly | 
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to the Angels of Heaven, and a vaſt Recom 
of Reward to the pious ? 
tude of Sins, and makes it worth his while, that he 
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all ſtand in of ſuch Acts of F 

therly Admonition : How uſeful and 

Advice and Direction of a Friend is in civil Con- 
cerns, Think cl elves an 

— a in the AM of others | 
Counk to give a true Account and Report of our 
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| and Blame upon our own Actions, 


316 , SERMON XVI. 
able in Number, on the other Hand, in the Secu. 
rity of their Condition ; as if they are certainly 
in a State of Salyation, and the Way to eternal 
Bleſſedneſs, when they are in the Paths which di- 
rectly lead from it. 2 


* 


In both theſe, the Advice and Opinion of an- 
Eo tug gen etnies hw 
Man is fo fearful, nor yet uming in judgin 
_ of another Perſon, as we naturally ect try wy 
We are careleſs and inaccurate in paſſing Cenſure 
to admit 
every Thing that can extenuate the Guile 6f our 
own Miſdoings, whilſt the Stander-by, void of 
that Self-love which blinds and perverts the Judg- 
ment which we make of ourſelves, can obſerve 
more nicely, and paſs a more exact impartial Sen- 
_ tence concerning ps. For this Reaſon are we bid 
by St. James to confeſs our Faulty one to another ; 
without which our Brother can make a very uncer- 
_ tain Judgment of our Actions, becauſe the Inten- 
tion of the Doer, which is a leading and determin- 
ing Circumſtance, mult otherwiſe be a Secret : He 


cannot know that we are ready to give and receive 
this fraternal Correction in M and Good-will, 


as Occaſion ſhall require. 
Mar 1 9 7 ourſelves diſtinctly in 
a ri oĩnt ight. I ap to Experience, 
do 1 Day ſee het be ether hk 
overlook and forget in ourſelves ? Scarce any Body 
| fees his own irregular Self-love, Covetouſneſs, 
Pride, Vain-glory, Evil-ſpeaking, Intemperance, 
or Paſfion : And if we have not ſome ill-natured 
Enemies, who obſerve with malicious Diſcerament, 
or ſome faithful Friend and ſpiritual Adviſer to tell 
us of our Defects, if we do not hear of them either 
out of Enmity or Kindneſs, © abundance of them 
muſt paſs unobſerved, and unamended by us: But 
wile and happy is the Man who makes holy and 
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Uſe of ſuch Memorandums; and of all 
Men untractable is he who is as impatient to hear 
the kind Animadverſions of his Friends that love 
him, as of other Men that hate him : There are very 
few ſo good as not to ſtand in need of Admonition 
one Time or another; and fewer yet, who have 
the Ingenuity and good Senſe to take it in good 
Part, and improve . It is 
a certain Proof of a Diſpoſition 
bg rn to be thankful for ſuch 
ints, and make our Advantage of them ; and 
us the better, mhen we are bleed 
with a fai | and prudent one. 
The holy Pſalmiſt, as good as he was, yet in- 
vites all fuch R of his Carriage; Let 
the Righteous, ſays he, father ſmite me, it will be 
Kindneſs ; let bim reprove me, it will be an excellent 
Oil, that will not break my Head. Pſ. cli. How 
heartily does he bleſs Abigail, 1 Sam. 1 
— — of Sia, and diſarming 
his Rage and fierce Purpoſes againſt the churliſh 
Nabal, which, if once committed, though in ſo 
ſeeming juſt Reſentment, would have colt him 
Sorrow and Repentznce ever after. As fine Gold, (fo 
ſays his Son Solomon, Prov. xxv. 12.) is 4 wiſe Re- 
proof upon an obedient Ear; it obliges an under- 
ſtanding Man as much, and makes a well-diſpoſed 
e 
beſtowed the richeſt Jewel upon him. %* 
If Friendſhip is one of the greateſt Bleſlings of 
human Life, moſt. 1 
that is to crert itſelf in theſe afßectionate Reproos: 
It demonſtrates a fincere Love and Fidelity, and 
what is the comely Freedom, and the propereſt 
Uſe of a; Friend, ant howdy ſhews how true and 
diſintereſted our Love and Aims are, that we ſeek ' 
not our own Profit. ſo much as his, when we ven- 
Are to do that which r 
5 | and 
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give Credit to what St. James ſays, (Ch. v. 
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ber and 


Ver. 19, 1 3 Bretbren, jar of uo 7 —— 
a 


_ the Fauth, and one convert 
„ the Error 
75 s, Hall ſave 4 Soul from Death, and b 
ultitude of Sins. How worthy and 3 

to us in the Undertaking to fave a.Soul from Death: 
it is of more Worth than all the Labour, 
and Foſſeſſions of this fleeting, World ? a Divine 
Endeavour, the moſt Part of our Labour 
| of Love. a noble Prize, and a vaſt G 
But what will be the Enjoy ment of his heavenly 

Glory in the full Plentude tat re-edifed Natur 


8 Let us, 


be diligent in endeavouring to do him an everlaſt- 
ing Benefit, fince it is ſo beneficial at the ſame 
Tie © cortiioms: For if if God 


Tf be ſlights your Ofer, and would non of your Re- 
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quicken our Backwatdneſs, and effectually enſpirit 


us with Alacrity, not to forego one good Oppor- 
tunĩty of performing this greateſt Good that we can 
well perform in this World. 

For it is truly peri 


God fo — commands : Where is his 


Honour, "or witere pur Dacy ? If we think of di- 
penſing with ourſelves in the Omiſſion of it, we un- 


thinkingly plunge, involve ourſelves into ſome 


bours, which it was in our Powet to have prevent- 


ed by the Application of our friendly Admonition. 


Yui non vetat peccari, cum fieri poſſet, jubet; he 
that forbids and reftrains not Sin, ir is in his 


it, does it: Not to difprove and ſhew ſome 
Token of Blame to irregular Doings, 
to them, and in ſome Sort to tn ar gee 

to diſcourage and diſcountenance what we can, is 
a ſecret , and a kind of Delighting 
in it; and we are inftruted b the Apoſtle to the 
Romans, that they who take Pleaſure in other Mens 
ices (as all they ſeem to do who concei ve no Diſ- 


pleaſure at them) are many Degrees toorſe than they 


who commit them. 
Do we rightly confider what our Ne pc in 
this Matter comes to? Have we not h 


of our own to anſwer for? (Who can fay d 
contrary ? ) that we are fo laviſh and kngrovident 
8 Guilt of others u 2 


alſo the Margin of the Bible, 
"Reaſon, we are ſpeak- 
— to excite all due Ineſs in us to rebuke 
our Neighbour by any Means, and a. very concern- 
ing Caution it <þ For that renders it, That theu 
Near nor Sin for him, As if by not reproving one's 


ilous to defer or forbear, when 
guilty Participation of thoſe Crimes of our Neigh- 


Tomes, commands it; and whoſoever commands 
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ou read the Words of our pre- 


Neighbour, — * Sia upon 
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our own Head: And fo 
ſtood it 


g reprove another.” And perha one Reaſon 
why the Righteous are ae 
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SERMON 


The Ei ghtcenth. 


The ſucceſsful Manner of adareſing 
friendly Advice. The 3 it 


7s to be received on. 


A a ſecond Diſcourſe on. LEV. nix. 17. 


——S n. 


N my former Diſcouſo Lee you the 
Obligations which this, and many other Scrip- 
tures, lay upon us to the Practice of 
Admonition; how frequently and perempto- 
rily commanded of God, how manifeſtly our Duty: 
How it i is the greateſt Kindneſs we can intend to 


ought 
by all Means to retrieve the Fast of « Daty 
moſt ient for us Sinners, who are blind to, or 
forgetful of our own erring and ftraying, and ſtand 
in continual Need of all the appointed Coun- 
ſel and Admonitions to keep us in, and recover us 
to the Paths of virtuous and godly Living, which 
becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt, ds | 


* 


Err 
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call to Mind that it is fallen into ral Difuſe ? 


Who can diſſemble, or abſtain almoſt to lament it? 


Is it impracticable ? or is it of little or no Benefit 
when done? Who will venture to ſay either, when 
the all-wiſe God is the Commander of it; 10 very 


that hard Maſter, to require any Thin rad our 
Ability, or beſides our ir Adedlilg e. Yet, thatitis 
difficult to be perform'd, L. as that it is a 
Difficulty which ought not to be the leaſt Excuſe for 
our Negligence and Non-performance: : Becauſenone 
other is the Author of the Difficulty but ourſelves; 
it lies at our Door 
Bar in the Way, we contrive, we foment that very 
Hindrance, which we ought to conſpire, all con- 
ſpire unani to remove; that ſo we may mu- 
tually give and receive the excellent Benefit, and. 12 


diſcharge our Conſciences of the Duty, as we ought, 


before God. 

The Truth, and that which is the true Grievance 
of 'the Caſe, is, that moſt of us are defective in the 
charitable Concern we ought to be poſſeſſed with 


for our Neighbours eternal Salvation; or if we are 
ſincerely well affected to it, we either want the lau- 


promote it, by ' applying whol- 


dable Courage to 
ſome and ſeaſonable Admonitions ; or 


Caution 


and Diſcretion, which, by the Principles of human 


Nature, ordinarily are needful to make. it effectual: 
And there is a further Diſcouragement, on the other 
Hand, that 


Advice bur, inſtead thereof,are ca 
at the Overture of fuch 
: This, again, leſſens the Numbers, 
little diſheartens the 
— * 

ſew care 


ious, and grow 


he Endeavours of faithful Ad- 


tickliſh 
to meddle 


Y3 


— 


preſſingly, ſo very frequently too? Surely be} is 8 | 


It is we who lay the 


very few are ſo ſenfible of their ſpiri- 
tual Intereſt, as to be rightly diſpos'd to receive good 


indneſs from a 
and not 
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326 SERMON XVII. 
1 of the other, 


licacy of the one, and the Im 
it ſeems to be leſt undone by common Conſent. And 
I would, with all my Heart, conſent to it too, and 
| hold my Peace, provided God did not ſo expreſiy 
exact the contrary from us, and no Harm accrued 
to ourſelves, neither any Loſs to our Neighbour 
from Neglect. But pray let us not deceive our- 
ſelves: For who of us can be innocent in lightly re- 
| garding = Duty on which our God has laid ſuch 
Weight? or where lies the Safety of thinking to 
ſhelter ourſelyes in Excuſes that are in themſelves 
inſufficient, and are feigned by our own ſelves, and 
are indeed of evil Cuſtom, in order ta diſpenſe with 
our Obedience, and be exzmpred from the higheſt 
Service we poſſibly can do our Nei 5 


 Tho'I am in a privileged Seged Flue, comes form 
the Obſtruction of your 
3 


I ſhall freely concede to, 
LEAR a A 


the more to ſee this Duty proſper among and 
triumph over all * —— ah 
true, and certain, that it is not to be attem 
adviſedly, to all Perſons, at all Seaſons, or for "al 
Failures ;/ nor in e unmeet, or in Manner 
; indiſcreet : But with due Obſervation of all the Re- 
gulations, and prudential Circumftances, which are 
likely to NE IE EE HE Becauſe 
the ff of not attending to ſuch previous 


Requiſites may prove the doing more Harm than 
Good, by our Officiouſneſs, rr 


| Offender both in his Sin, and his Di againſt 
you, inſtead of reclaiming him to Duty, and thereby 
making him your Friend. But then this Fear of 
| Miſcarriage ſhould only admoniſh us to ſet about it 


more warily, and circumſpectly, but does not re- 
leaſe from the pious Endeavour: Hos howhe be 
commanded the Duty, undoubtedly 


ce fue Time, the mol fable and cul Maw 
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to confirm an 
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viſeable that every 
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ner of p ing in; and ka given wa the UB of 
Reaſon to conſult and decide that, beſides ſome ge- 
neral Directions he has been pleas'd to lay down 
for regarding this Affair. By this he warns to the 
Practice; by this all ions are taken away, 
that ſo we may in any wiſe rebuke our Neighbour ,and 
not ſuffer Sin upon him. This is what I am now 
entering upon; and, for the beter facilitating fo 
advantageous a Duty, I will, 


I. In the firſt Place, TITRE" choke 0 
cations which are FN. 
thoſe who would fulfil = Ms of 
Rebuking bis Neighbour, Wu 


upon him. 
II. What Diſpoſitions are re in thoſe wo 
3 from another. 


L Lat an dit he init 
And, in the 


Place, I think it ad- 
private Perſon ſhould well con- 


fider and d 
Firſt, The Perſon he has the 
And likewiſe, Secondly, 
reprove for. He is firſt to diftinguiſh 
e 
is not obliged to rebuke every individual Perſon he 
85 2 * Reaſon, that diſc him from 
ture, in n, charge him 
it. In many Places of the former we are forbid to 
reprove a Scorner, left be bate us, and we get only 
Shame, and a Blot, for our Pains. ea 
manded to go from the Preſence of a Man, 
when we perceive not in bim 1 Lis of Raalte: 
Not to offer that which is boly unto Dogs, nor caſt the 


and make a 


Pearls of godly Admonition before Twine, 2 they 


trample them ander their Feet, and turn gain, and 
rend their — with * Miſchief” * 


4 
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ifcations of him that 


iſtinguiſh two Things, concerning, 
to admoniſh : 
The Fault he is about to 


+ For he 
There are ſeveral Limitations in 
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332 SERMON XVIL 
and ſcornful Uſage, or other. Good Counſel, or any, 
however ſo well intended, Remonſtrance of the fi- 
nal Event of their evil Courſes, is all a ſeſt to the 
firſt Sort; and to offer Advice to a brutiſh Nature, 
drowned in Sin and Senſuality, and who knows no 
other Delight, is to little better Purpoſe than ſetting 
the Excellency, and the Pleaſures of Virtue, and the 
Glories of Heaven, and the Arguments that recom- 
mend them, before an Ox that eateth Hay. Such 
| hardened Sinners are paſt all the ordinary Methods 
of being reclaimed by Repentance, and their Caſe 
is entirely deſperate, if God is not extraordinary 
merciful in awakening them by ſome of his ſharpeſt 
correcting Judgments. 

But towards others, leſs hardened, and in whom 
appear Ione Tokens and Diſpoſitions to Virtue ; 
and. conſequently ſome Probability on our Side of 
effecting Good; we ſhould not be ſo timerous of a 
Repulſe, or of bad Succeſs ; but ſow the Seed of 
wholſome Reprehenſion, and commit it to the Bleſ- 
ſing of God, who is able mightily to proſper our 
5 Endeavour, which ſpring = his Command, 
Of ſome have Compaſſion, (lays. St. Jude) making a 
Difference, and plucking them out of the Fire. Do 
thus where there is any Probability of our effecting 
8 the whole 1. — gation 5 hy 4 

pends upon the rational Hopes and Pro 0 
Me in the Performance : And it . — be 
underſtood to oblige private Chriſtians any farther, 
whether Men will hear, or whether they will for- 
bear, We who are the publick Reprovers, are o- 
bliged to go on in our Way; but all People in 

common are not under the ſame Obligation : It is 
to theſe I have all along confin d my Propoſals from 
this Subject, in Contradiſtinction to 

and Miniſters, who have another Sort of Vall Aw 
thority to rebuke and correct . | 


Now 
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Now the Probability of Succeſs, which is to ad- 
juſt -and meafure out the good Offices of private 
Perſons in this Affair, ought certainly to be ga- 
thered, and judiciouſly weighed, as I conceive, from 


ſons, and their Authority and Influence over them; 
their Relation to, or their particular Friendſhip and 


their having a good Opinion of us; all which can 
never be ſo well employed, as in our beſt, and af- 


oro ou o& ww | (DF Wu WW uw 1 5 WW 


from him. Every Body has ſome Acquaintance, 
ſome particular Friend, or other, to exerciſe this his 
Good-will and Prudence upon. Without ſome De- 
gree of Acquaintance with the Faulty, I think 
ought ſeldom or never to be attempted, becauſe 


will and Kindneſs, which is the neceſſary Founda- 


no better than a Buſy-body, an Intruder into other 
People's Buſineſs, a Spy upon their Actions, of a 
pragmatical Temper z which will ſooner excite an 
Indignation, than any Attention to his Reprimands. 
It is a very impertinent Officiouſneſs to meddle 
where other Perſons have greater Influence to effect 
a Reformation; and if they neglect it, our better 
Way is, toadmoniſh them of performing their Duty 
to their Friend, -The better we are acquainted, the 


„ EL BH a. m 


tion. to. afſay our Skill, and not baulk the comely 


the Degrees of Acquaintance they have with Fer- 


Familiarity with them; in the Knowledge of their 
Temper, or any other Intereſt in them by means of 


ſectionate Efforts, and gentle Animadverſions, for 
the bettering our Neighbour, and removing Sin 
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it 
there is wanting the Opinion of the Cenſurer's Good- 


tion of all ſucceſsful Adviſing. Beſides, without ſuch 
previous Acquaintance, the Perſon will be thought 
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longer the Familiarity, and ſtricter the Friendſhip 
we happen to have with a Perſon or Perſons ; —_ | 


7 greater is our Likelihood of ſeeing our 
2a rrawacd proſper : And it is ſuch a fair Invita - 


Endeavour of Kindneſs, (that noble and glorious 
Endeavour of ſaving a Soul) that W 
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wholly, muſt needs be an Omiſſion as full of Dan. 

ao ng ger Oy Ne, 
Again, the Authority we are providen 

ced in above others, pr fed to Inn, 

uncontroulable Ground of Right, and of 


riors, that ing it is an incxcuſable 
ſharing in what Acceſs have Re- 
lations to and remind one another of Fail. 
ings ? what Concern ſhould they not have, leſt Sin, 
. ; 
Blood? This | 


ith good Reception, but that it muſt be fruicleſs, 
therefore better let alone. But then towards 
Superi Lr Ne 
to proceed with greater Awe e A Fail- 
vre in Deference, and Regard, would ſpoil all our 
| Oy, and "Tives « Roof te The wil 
_ - 
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ce 

o Blaming the ame Thing i om third Perſon 
or in the ſucceſsful Way of Alluſion or Parable : 
- a moſt skilful Method, and Scheme of 
hich the Spirit of God "makes frequent 
Uſe of to bring Men to the Acknowledgment of 
the T of their Offences againſt it; by 
— People their own very ſelves in another's 


_ image, * 
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His divinely „ | 
turns the-Diſpoſition, which we are all ſo famous 
for, of cenſuring the Conduct of others, forgetting 
our own Guiltineſs of the like, and paſſing Sentence 


on their Actions, upon himſelf ; and when he had 
condemned himſelf 'out of his own Mouth, (as we 


do ourſelves in the Reflections we 
People) he confeſſed his Fault, and fa 
ned. So ſhould we conſider rather to judge our- 
ſelves, than others, when we are guilty of the ſame, 
or as bad Failings; we ſhould rather, in Imitation 


on other 


of this Way, wholly turn the Current of telling ill 


Stories, and communicating r Slander to 
the Party's own Face, when it may do Good, and 
not behind his Back, ' when it can do nothing but 
Miſchief, as it is generally and maliciouſly 2 


Some 
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id be bad fin- 


ied, that he may have an Opportunity either to 


. o 1 


r 


- . ; ; 
* 8 * . 
* « . . 
, .— * k — > — — - 
. 8 N 0 — — — < „ — — = — 2 — 
2 —_ ERR. = Y had 1 7 s 1 Tot . 1 4 — 2 = _ - F © . * 22888 1 
, 2 c * 4 Ao — eo 1 p 3 4 s Fe 4 + - * m 1 FY 2 
3 * L yan ao I „ n * TS Wo - - RX Rr IS we x — — . * 2” 5 | 
* I Pe [ = TW, CA. a * # * 38 — 4 — ag — . ds = »Þ.. 4 2 * - 4+ © — — 1 X x a _" Mt £ * . * — v "LI 2 7 — 
by * : | | x 2 4 4, Shar 3 To S : IT) | —_ a 1 J 
— TE a 22 ES - 0 — — —— 3 8 — — ** 1 * I 2 * — -4 - 
X _ A 9 WS ur r 4 ** . — * * 4 mY o * o > j * a 5 : — oy | R N 
e a ef Ms 2 „ tx. 2 5 | wy -. E — 75 — 8 * e 2 e 
8 . ol — p 
Þ hs FF - "IO 4 1 4 * - Bp. = 4 r — * . t PI 4 * 4 * *. 7 * * go — o N Hs . 2 3 * 12 5 7122 i 4 6 * _ 
2 by — * * — d - — - by "4 C I A \ #: 4 * . a - - — . N 2 * 
= a Het by - by * * _ a "IS S 4 - 4 a — * = * _ „ nd 4 * ia * l 41 0 > Þ U x ws N 
O hd W - 7 * * =. p — a * — - +  - — = » 2 2 ad "wo 2 * of 8 — * - "o- l * : — 9 . T 
; 8 c 4 of SY 0 
a Is N £ j a U 2 * 4 * A = T4 * i , * of _ pt 
4 & 4 C4 « % Fl d b . , 9 . 4 % ww = LY * - 
; | 1 4 9 * y p 8 * 3 _ WE wv y « Is 7 , * 
| 1 0 3 5 £ 1 A ff 3 ba” "F oF, a , * * 0 4 LJ S I 4 * - « a by 1 83 6. as "—” b 4 4 
Fa 2 | Las. FF ad 1 8 3 T R —— g 2 * , * ** ö Ty, "0 ”. 4» a 2 1 1 
= a we Le 8 * 1 Pe b 


—— 


— 1 MM * — 


. Some again, at the 


ſons, by commending 
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Text gives in 


Drunkenneſs, Sweari 


vous Crime; and we 
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Expence of their Sincerity, 
have ſucceeded in their intended Blame of great Per- 
them laviſhly for what they 
were defeQive in; which ſerved to ſhame them in- 
to a Reſolution of deſerving 
But the more innocent Way of fincere and comely 
treaty, may work upon the Greateſt : None 
themſelves above receiving 


We are not. to 


dangerous Crimes and Omiſſions; becauſe in com- 
mon Frailties we are pretty equal and alike. The 
Charge only not to ſuffer Sin upon 
him: Wilful Iniquity and preſumptuous Immo- 
rality, is the Danger and Inlet of Miſery to our 
Brother in all his 82 ; this is worthy to ſtir 

up compaſſionate Diſſuaſ 
Intereſt in — from it;; ſuch as 
Gaming, cuſtomary Ly- 
ing, looſe and rt ines. wh noe Arc 
the Lord's-Day, abſenting from the Sacrament, or 
other Parts of Publick Worſhip, or any other grie- 
ought to proportion our Re- 

prehenſion to the Heinouſneſs of the Fault. 
| There is one general Vice, which is | 
and exceeding contrary to the Rules of our Chriſ- 
and nothing wants a Reformation more; 
which is Detraction and Back-biting. We can do 
another for it; and that in both the Branches of 
this Sin, which are an Inclination to ſpread and pro- 
| Pagate ill Reports, and alſo a too great Credulity 
in believing what we hear of this Nature, without 
{afficient Grounds, *Tis this Credulity in the Hear- 


it in 


good earneſt: 


and engage all our 
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of Friendly PERO 
ers that does all the Miſchief to our Neighbour's 
Reputation ; for without that the Divulger's Ma- 
lice would be . and have no bad 
Effect, unleſs on his ſingle ſelf: We ſhould ra- 
ther riſe up in Defence. of the injured Abſent, if 
known to us ; if not known, demand of the Speaker 


whether he is ſure what he ſays is true; or try to 


divert the Diſcourſe, and let him perceive a Cold- 


neſs and Diſlike in us, which may caſt a Check up- 


on his calumnious Speaking. 
As I faid before, we ſhould let no Evil of. this 


Kind out of cur Mouth, but to the Uſe of 


whey of os diſpoſed to do him a Kindneſs of this 
ſort, we ſhould further be ſure of another "Thing, 


of it, and not take” up with n Re- 
ports; for the Pleaſure of Evil-ſpeak 2 
evil Generation is ſtrangely in ſearch of 
and _ injurious Aſperſions of one another's £7 52 
Name; and, if there is not a great Probability of 
the Thing's being 


Occaſion of quarrelling, and venting our Spleen 


will be interpreted to carry a Deſign with it, not 


believe it not ourſelves .; and then it will be taken 
kindly at our Hands, 
Friend and our Charity: For the Reprehenfon of 
a : Food ſhould always by ſtrictiy juſt. To this 


332 


proceed 
edify ing our Neighbour, and that i is moſtly to be 
done, in a friendly Manner, before his Face. And 


i. e. whether the Perſon is really guilty of what we 
are about to reprove: We muſt be well informed 


. true, we only betray our own 
credulous Raſhneſs, and Uncharitableneſs, and ſeek 


and Reproach to his Teeth. Such tort of OE - | 
ſo much to condemn them, as to make them be- 
lieve that we ourſelves are not guilty of the like ;. 
unleſs our Charity is ſo qualified, as. barely to ac- 
quaint him — 4 is reported of him, though we 


and we preſerve. both our 


Purpoſe the Son of Sirach, (Eclus. xi. 7.) Blame 
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336 SERMON XVIII. 
him of the Folly of the Prophet, ſays God, Doeft 
thou do well to be angry? Fonab ſnapping him ſhort, 
| preſently retorts to his Maker, 7 do well to be an- 
gry even io Death. Or if our Brother is overwhelm. 
ed with any Sorrow, or Calamity, it isnot 
the Time to upbraid him with more Faults during 
the Operation of that Paſſion : It will only ſerve to 
_ gall and feſter the wounded Mind the more, and 
excite in it an Averſion to the Chider, as an unſea- 
ſonable Tormentor., . 
But if we would not loſe the Hopes of our Pains, 
ande Fruit of our Labour of Love, it is to be 
_ attempted only when the Offender is in a calm, ſe- 
date, ſerious Temper, and a good Humour alſo. 
Then it is moſt probable our Advice will operate: 
ed, the Genius and Complexi ur Nag ben 
ed, ius and Complexion of our 
obſerved, for the begter adapting our Medicine to 
bis Conſtitution, · and conveying the bitter Potion 
in the molt x le Vehicle. The beſt Seaſon of 
his Temper ſhould be nicely heeded, that we may 
ſtrike in with it, and gain all the Advantage we 
can to our unwelcome Inſtruction. This is one 
of the Diſcretions of Friendſhip, to faſhion and ac- 
commodate one's ſelf to a Friend, and become all 
Things to him, that we may gain him to be what it 


% fan's off ponacene Things, and win 
bis Eftcem and Aﬀetions, that we may profit kim 


ans | 
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is unſafe for him not to be; ſometimes to ſeem to 
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We muſt not forget ourſelves alſo, that this is 
to be tranſafted in private, and not before Com- 
pany ;; for that only publiſhes his Diſgrace, which 


is very grievous upon the Reflection, and more 


apt to exaſſ and harden him in his Fault. 


Plutarch delivers it as his Opinion, that the Prova- 
| Alexander the Great, and 


cation which en | | 
tranſported him to the killing his old Friend CIytus, 
was not ſo much any Offence he took at what he 
ſaid, as the Rudeneſs of faying what he did before 
Company. None can believe. that you have any 
Tenderneſs for his Soul, when you have none for 


his Reputation; but that out of ſome Pique or 


other, or Oſtentation of Goodneſs, or Defire of 
gratifying yourſelf, by diminiſhing him, you chuſe 


and delight to expoſe him 
For 


and thee alone, Matth. xviii. 15. F be Hall bear 
thee, thou haſt gained thy Brother. For any Offence 
committed againſt thee, lis far better to reprove than 
to be ſecretly, ſays the Author of Ecclus. xx. 
I, a. then as to the Miſcarriages 

lity we may chance th obſerve in others, eſpecially 
Strangers, when we are in lawful and ingenuous 
Company, we are bound to ſhew no Manner of Fa- 
your, Approbation, or Allowance of it; entering 
our Proteſt againſt the ſame by a forbidding Look, 
and a Silence ſhewing 


like to have no Effet. There is no other Way 
ellowſhip with the unfruitful Work 


lob do not this W them, 

Darkneſs ; if we do not this Way reprove them, we 
are Partakers in the Guilt, We may be aſſured of 
this, that all the Events of evil Company are not 
Sing of Infixmity; bad Company are like Traitors, 
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firſt Reproof, our Saviour poſitively di- 
redts to tell thy Brother of his Offence between Bim 


or Immora- . 


Diſpleaſure and Uncafineſs ; - 
or by quitting the Room, if our Reprehenſion is 


5thly, 
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338 S ERMON XVIII. 
by, There is another very material Diſcretion 
to be attended to by the Admoniſher, which re- 
gards the Manner of adminiſtering Reproof and 
without a due Heed thereto, all will be abortive, 
and our good Endeavours certainly loſt; to prevent 
which, we ſhall do well to obſerve theſe following 
8 
Never to reprove in Anger; for then our 
a Ciiding will be thought to be occaſioned, not be- 
cauſe our Brother is faulty, but becauſe we are in 
a Paſſion; and ſuch a Commotion will prejudice 
him againſt any Overtures for his Good. What 
faith the Scripture ? The Wrath of Man worketh not 
wo, 2 of God. 
ot in a Judicrous inſulting Way 3 for if i it 
ner ie ſome real ſerious Con- 
cern for the temporal Misfortunes of our Neigh- 
bour, much more ought we to be ſo affected for 
any Thing amiſs in his ſpiritual. The Temper of 
Deriſion is very unfuitable ; tho a Man may well 
enough be rallied out of little Indiſcretions, he is 
hardly ever reclaimed that Way from any down- 
right Sins and Iniquities ; for the true Chriſtian 
5 Charity rejoiceth not in Iniquity. . 
3. Therefore all reviling Expreſſions; and vaunt- 
ing Reflections are to be baniſhed our of our Stile 
and Addreſs; the bare Mention in the beſt Lan- 
guage and Manner is of itſelf ſevere enough; nei- | 
ther ſhould it be too often, leſt you diſguſt as 3 


Teaxer, but, at a proper Time, come in as it were 


by the bye, in an eaſy Freedom and unaffected 
Manner. When the Pill is gilded over, it makes 
ſome Abarements in the Fancy of its Unpleafantneſs, 
Vet loſes nothing of its — — 

4. It ſhould farther to the Reproved chat 
we hes no private Intereſt or Paſſion to 
this Undertaking, but all is purely and abſolutely 


Groſted to 2 We muſt * 


BRASS Fa 


of Friendly Correption. _ 


bim, whatever we do, of the ſincere Deſire we have 
of his Welfare; that finding Fault is a very un- 
grateful Taſk, and nothing could poſſibly have in- 
duced us to it but the moſt diſintereſted unfeigned 
Love to his Perſon, and hearty Concern for his 
Happineſs ; which he will perceive from our tem- 


pering and pro 


as the Apoſtle direts the reſtoring - a Brother 
ſhould ever be, viz. in the Spirit of Meekneſs, con- 
federing ourſelves, left we alſo be tempted. Such is 


the tender Sympathy even of the apoſtolical Stile, 


1 Cor. iv. 4. F write not theſe Things to ſhame you, 


but, as my beloved Sons,” I warn you. And with what 


Addreſs of Meekneſs and reſpe&ful Truth did he 
reprove King Aerippe ? The Apoſtles generally in 


their Epiſtles uſe the moſt conciliating — —— ; 


tives: So ſhould we imitate them in our d 

hortation of our Neighbour ; firſt difarm him of all 
After-Reſentment, by a previous Conviction of our 
unfeigned Value for him: If we omit to deal with 
him in this balſamick Way, we rather irritate than 


ous Deſire of bettering him. As without true Love 
to our Brother, the Alms we beſtow on his Needs 
will do ourſelves' no Service; ſo neither will our 


what h from unqueſtionable Love is the 
more irreſiſtable, making its Way to his Heart; 
and when his Affections are once gained, his Will 
ſoon ſurrenders to what you propound for his Good. 
Such obliging Methods willingly —_—_— him to 
return to his Duty, and his true 


ion, ſo a8 ox to let i ſer to proce from an af 
fected Superiority of Underſtanding, which ferves 
. Knowledge; as if it 


Matters with all the affec- 
tionate Gentleneſ we can think of; and practiſe, 
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heal the Wound; we dhal rather give him Tokens 
of our Malignity, than-Good-will, or a conſcienti- 


Counſel do him any, when it is void of that: But 


We muſt for.this End alſo ſoften our Aden; 
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. intended only to ſhew him our Wiſdom, and bir 
Weakneſs; my we ee „ 
him, or to expect he us, invite 
our Brother to more cautious Living with ourſelves, 
condole with him, in the tendereſt ſympathiſing Ne- 
primand, of the Neceſſity of greater Circumſpec- 


f 


weigh the Con 
3 he will be 


e However gn ee 
Lig der be 

wiſh that 

bor by Way 

as that 

and miſchuſe and 


Ivertency 

prize, belike, that he he did fo at ſuch a Time, thro' 
aſſion or Miſtake, and he was not well aware, or 
elſc he would never have done ſuch a Wrong : That 
he was miſinformed, or would never have laid ſuch 
A Thing; chat he 208 wiſely enough in ſuch and ſuch 
Things: And here we innocently and very ſeaſons- 
bly may beſtow Commendations upon what is really 
deſerving in him, that we may the better intro- 
due our ſofteſt why he does not act 
the wiſe Man in all Things, in Things of fach an 
infinite eſpecially ; that we cannot but 
ſecretly wonder he ſhould Wer ſo much from 
himſelf in the Conduct of bis Actions. © Wy 
. Theſe and ſuch like gracious. Inſinuations, in- 
W a: 
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Of Friendly Correption.- 3 
ing ſome good Effect; eſpecially if he is a Perſon 


not too much hardened in Wickedneſs,. and of fuch- 


a tolerable good Underſtanding, as not to be diſ- 
leaſed with our moſt friendly beneficent Freedom : 
e ſhould in ſuch a Caſe improve 
Impreſſion before we deſert him, when we are ſo 
far bleſſed with Succeſs as to ive fair 


Hopes . 
of his recovering to a ſound Mind, and the Paths 
of Virtue, which lead to his eternal Happineſs. 


And what an invaluable Kindneſs are we thus con- 
ſulting and diſcharging to our Brother, worthy of all 
our Pains, and our beſt Study how to accomiy 

Indeed it is only ſuch as theſe that we are to treat in 
this tender Manner, and nice Procedure; and for our 
therein, the has foretold 


us the Thy * Iſſue, and in a Manner 2 2 
Succeſs 


U; ſays 
_ nll at pie — — 

Again, Give Intrusion to' a wiſe Aan, and 
teach a juſt Man, and be will en- 


creaſe in Learning, Chap. ix. Loni cb a one 
auf hv noel love deve, Ja ths? erſe.-" 
> fire chr Su Met thay s hundred 


1 ar in Chap. . 100. 
to infer from bis Words the pro- 


due-ts thoſe. who re- 
 repulſe good . but yeu . 
Sede given Eur — bus 
the Reprover is to alter 
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= may be aſhamed ; yet 
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rate to Informarion-: of irregular Practices and 


of 
Touch and tender Rebukes will 
8 —— fn > orgy, 
waved y them ; but they muſt be rouzed; — 


SERMON XVIII. 
wiſe King acquaints us, is better than ſecret Love, 
Prov. xxvii. 5. In another Place, If any obey not 
the Word, bave no Company with ſuch a one, that be 
count him not as an Enemy, but 
admoniſb bim as 9 z and yet if he amends 
not of his profligate Living after the firſt or ſecond 
Admonition, be is to be rgefed; in like Man- 
ner as our Saviour had given Direction, that after 
ſuch Admonition given, we are to tell tbe Church, 
that he may receive the Deſert of his evil Converſa- 


Tion, and be a Terror to evil Doers. In our Chriſtian 


Country, ſuch are to be delivered over to the Pe- 
Halties of the Laws, and the Chaſtiſement of the 
ei vil Magiſtrate, whom Chriſtianity has bound and 
n Care of u., ry fe 
il do not doubt to affirm that it is a bi ighly religi- 
om and, commendable Act in any private Perſon, 
te.afſiÞ<thoſe public Offcers, and help the Magi- 


Jeandalaus Sins ; provided always that it is done, 
Not gt of any Renenge or W-will to the offending 


Perſoa, or any faiſter Ends whatfoverz but purely 


for religious Purpoſes; to advanec the Benefit of 
aur; Neighbonr, the Honour — — 5 his Re- 
Igien ptevided, ſecondly, that they: have before 
1 wont An charitable: ation 

RemonſtraneeÞpon the Party 3 r it is always 
better that Ade a be A of Rebuke 
Sound precede, and be defeated fitſt, before any 
ate Perſon proceeds to the: ather Courſe of 
g Offenders to publick Chaſtiſemepe. Some 
ſuch a callous, inſenſible Tempet, that gentle 


48d as it ꝓere ſcaxified by ſome what terrible before 
they kel'; . 
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thro?. ſome Im upon their Senſes ; 
thro* ſome Paſſion, vehement Pain, Puniſhment, 
hey have | ſome 
Notion of that; and if in your good Counſel. 
you are not very vehement and very importunate 
with them, they don't think D and if 
you beſtow that Pains, which no body indeed 
ſhould for their Soul's Safety, you may 
prevail ſomething: However you will be commend- 
ed in your Deed, if but by few in this World, by 


God and his holy Angels in the Life to come. 


And now having ſuffered me a Word of Exhor- 
tation, touching the indiſpenſable Neceſſity of this 
Duty, the i incomgary ble ET SIO 
ves, 1 2 that perſuade to the 
Practice; ; 22 Aevile the previous Method and 
_— pr et >: Perſon of © it; exo | 
We. to diſtingui our. Neigh- 
. ee aſſo the Fault Ee we — 

— 175 have a competent Knowledge of the f . 
ng innocent qurſel ves of the Imputation, or hav - 


PO * the ſame r Care- 
15 obſerving oper Time, Place, and Sca- 
ſon, of es fall e R . | adjuſting i 2 
to the Temper and Humour of and 


bein W g appriſed of the 1 7 ad- 

Deol, 9 DT, i 0 

„nor ro nor Language, W1 . 
. 5 ts. AS. 2 and Service, 

where that won't. op 

verity :— What [ut ing to promote 


this ee Oy: and dpi * Neigb- 
bour's greateſt Good 

"There is one ors ſtil behind. on the Part of 
the Reprover, withqut which there will be nothing 
done; and that is ſuitable a well affured 
* which is his Sixth and crowning Qua- 


** lihcation. 
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lification, One of the Philoſophers, © beſides che 
Virtues of Knowledge and Goodwill, requires the 
—_ of * make a ſucceſsful Reprehen- 
Not to diſapprove of Sin, or 
be 9 —j— a f 6 akne the Wicks: by our ſeaſon- 
able Admonition for their greateſt Good, is a for- 
did Compliance, and a finful Temerity: 2 The 
5 72 calls it, a Pillows under the in- 
Holes of Sinners. And does not Charity to bur 
Brother oblige us rather to venture his Anger than 
contribute to his Ruin, when we had a fair Proba- 
bility of preventing it? Who regards his being of- 
fended, when we are about to wrench the Sword 
out of his Hand to prevent the wounding himlelt ? 
7 not the Guilt of Sins — him 


more/dangetous Part, infinitely deeper ] 


„ ES 
Aà Ind ſhewn you the Folly of this ftrange Coldneis 
1 Oh let us confider, 
I we thus go on, what Reaſons we are laying up 
i" Store for or” Fd and Fatiliars, Hes 
and Dependants, bereafter to curſe us everlaſti 
for our Treachery and Cowardice, our falſe” 
2 our crate] Indifcretion and Neg e fo 
want of Goodneſs, and having no Chari 
' their Souls; in rot checki 


ag ther from Bin and 
reſtraining them from the 


ths of endleſs Perdi- 
tion! — tb much as to pull them by the Sleeve, 
and tell them where they were going, but ſee them 
wretched' without „ and ſuffer them quiet- 
1y-to go down into Gulph of Deſtruction I 
this our Kindneſs, are theſe our Manners 55 
2 ng, to forbear affifting our Nei 
t Article uf Life eternal? 1 0 
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that is nt for me 


(ſays Chriſt) is ayainſt me, and be 


- that gathereth. ot (Souls) with me, l But 


whom fear we to dilpleaſe ? our Brother? But we 
Der net eren that r try without try- 
. certain we ſhall incur 25 as his 
and we have nothing elſe to riſk, and even 
thats bike to ft bot | then Tlie, | 
If there is any Truth in the Wisdom of the wiſeft , 
Man, Ks ales, that be that rebuteth a Man, Bal 
afterwards find more Favour an be that flattereth 
b bis. Lips, Prov. xxviii. 23. We are not ſo 
3 dür Brother is corruptly, or 
thro? Miſtake, or Incbaſiderateneſs, actually dif- 
leaſed with, but.only that which — $f 
Meafures of Truth and Dury be ought to be Uif- 
leaſed at. e Rule wWhere⸗ 
— op ous not the various Humours of 
Lord and his Apoſtles feared not to 
any Rank or Number af Peqple, by telling 
them the Naur, and labouring to convert them to 
htcouſneſs : To let them alone in toy Breen 
25 would. IN . 
that is what 


n ann W 
pinks t, but he will ſurely 5 
When ech e Lean led We ME 


Ie is like reſeoing a drunken « Aan 
a Dre he was a taſenlible Bo may for that 
ime blame and abuſe, and cal 50 all he i 


tinent Fellows to trouble With Mn bi 
Within how Little while will he be ready anh 
and praiſe you all his Lite after ? his trac 
Hint From or Reſentment in any Reaſon to hinder 
„ of bs een) e Ft, Bo 
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346 SERMON XVII. 
low, baſe, Timerouſneſs, and moſt childiſh Fear 
in us, if it does. 

Sure we do not reflect enough, that we ought not 
to fear becoming any Man's Enemy, by telling 
him neceſſary and faving Truth, ad diſchargi 
our Duty and a good Conſcience before God. 
Haſt thou' 83 ” faid ab to 
Eliab. Yet Elyjab was ſtill the ame, undaunted, 
and undiſcouraged. And Chrift our Lord hath 
impreſſed upon us the Character and Obligation of 
friendly Reprovers in ordinary; and wherefore 
ſhould we decline, or 'be afraid of whan Man can 
do to us, in the, Execution of the Pury he has ap- 
prneeg us? 

Let this be the true Balance of the Caſe, Would 
we chuſe to have. God or Man for our Enemy? 
Why then do not we rather venture at the uncer- 
tain Diſplature of our Brother, than knowingly 
incur the Anger of the living God, by omitting 
. that which he has ſo expreſly commanded ? Do we 
fear Being rude or troùbleſome to our Nei hbour, 
y; offering our Ser vice for his gr Renefir 3 
opt which, be muſt needs be verb of if he has any 


W 2. RE 
255 LANE 2 of theſe Omiſſions,, or 
tus Fe: either to the Dey Gran 
Te 5k . 2 Neighbqur. 
5 now iwe to Fee to the remai 
of Diſcourſe, but ſpeak a few This of. remaining 
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Moſk edge indeed, is that Man who is un- 


qualified either to give, or take Inſtruction, and 
good Advice: How can Reproof be effectual, if 
the Perſon it is directed to, is not ſo wiſe and 
conſiderate as to underſtand his own: Good? The 


Admoniſhed therefore ſhould account of it, as in 


Reality it ĩs, the greateſt ' Favour that can be done 
2 We have all of us great 
to flatter ourſelves too much, and ſee ſo 


few: 5 in our dear ſelves, that the Counſel 
both of a prudent and of a faithful Friend is in- 


valuable.” The beſt Com whereby to know 
a Man's ſelf, is à true obſerving Friend, who-can 
ſhewusour finful Failings in the Spirit of Amity and 
Meekneſs, and ſo dextrouſly hold up the Glaſs, as 


that we cannot but acknowledge our own Picture; 


and when we ſee the Hlemiſh to mend it. So ſhall 


we be the more beautiful, as is ane, when a 


Fault is corrected in it. 
Surely, that Friend loves without Guile, or Selk. 
Intereſt, who will rather risk our Reſentment, and 
the Loſs of our Friendſhip, than flatter, or forbear 
thoſe. Things which 2 
fit: Rather let us have a watchful Eye to thoſe Fa- 
miliars, who are either ſilent at our Faults, ſooth 
us in our Frailties, or excuſe our Follies; for luck 
are certainly Cowards and Flatterers. 
Whenever, therefore, they exert La in 


in our Reprehenſion, let us take it in good Part, 


tho? they do not do it ſo diſcreetly as might have 
been; imitating the Righteous Job; and 3 
ing the ment ſor the Sake of the good 
Intention. The Truth ſhould loſe of its 
Value from the Default of che : He loves 
you tuell, ſays the common Proverb; who makes yo8 
werb. Faithful nre the' Wounds of a Friend, 
the ſurer- and more facred Proverb of Solomants, 


vii. 6. He is in the Way of Life that keepeth In- 


rutiion, 


Need of it, and- 
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cĩous Act of Kindnek 
my“. But let it not 
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greateſt and moſt 
looks on him 29 an 
Tha: us; but rather e- 


ſteem the Mouth that is well infiruted and diſcreet, 


as a Veſſel of Gald full of precious Ointment, ſending 
forth a TEES and as worthy 

eour. Las the Righteous ſinite me fi 
be s Kindneſs ; let him reprove me, it hall be 

upon my Head ; which brealceth it not, but heal- 
eth its ſounds. Ointment and Perfume the 
Heart, fo doth the Sweetneſs 
hearty Counſel, Prov. 'xxvii. 9. He that 
ſeth bis Fault, ſays the Son of Sirach, (Far ;. 


ben r 
y be all blameleſs and —_— 
Sight, be found in Peace, "_ 

te Day 9 
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SERMON 


The Nineteenth. | 


* Profit of Godlineſs, ru and 
* W . 


1 TIM. iv. 8. Part ef the Vet. 


2 is profitable to all Things, having thi Pro- 
miſe the Le tt now is, OY OO 
is fo come. " 


N O F I T and ee to 
Man's Happiness is the So Mo- 
tive of human Action, for directing our 
Purſuit aright, and confirming 


it. And if Godlineſs, 45 Worſhip and Service of 
God in all the Duties he has commanded us, is of 
that extenſive Advantage, as by his rewarding Fa- 
vour to enſure our eternal Felicity in another Life; 
and by its natural Tendency, is 
real Happineſs in this Life alſo; the Happineſs of 
both Parts of our Duration being thus carefully con- 
ſalted, and provided for by it, renders it, without 
all Queſtion, the grand Intereſt that we can ſet our 
Hearts upon; and well deſerves to be our earlieſt 


Concern, the deareſt Object of our Purſuit, and 


the ſupreme Care of our Lives. 
Was 


| us in the 
Cboice of the true Ways and Means that lead unto 


is productive of our 


Fg, 83278838 35FSESI ES ER SS EFFI FFS FF 


[ 


Was the Practice ene N to be con- 
ſtantly harrafſed with A fflictions, expoſed to Suf- 
— and attended with the Forfeiture of all 
worldly Expectations, as it was its Lot upon its 
firſt Introduction into the World; ftill its Future 


Rewards are ſo immenſely great and glorious, far 
and Endu- - 


more than recompenſirig our La 

the Lord, that its fingle Proſitableneſs in 
that reſpect alone, is with every wiſe Man abun- 
dantly ſufficient to weigh down all worldly Lofs, 
and out-bid every Thing that offers to ftand in 


to with-hold or delay his Sincere Attachment to it, 


if it is conſiſtent, moreover, at the ſame Time, 


with all his reaſonable Purſuits, and lawful Enter- 
zes on this Stage of Things; and not only con- 
fiſtent with, but really ſerviceable to the Succeſs 
and Enjoyment propoſed from them? 
Now, if this Godlineſs pro 


to its Followers, and actually confers upon them 


all that is really valuable in this Life, and the in- 
the 


valuable Enjoyments of a Better to come, 
Words of the Text, — 4 the Verſe after, are, to 
all Intents and Purpoſe 2 Saying, and 
wortby of ALL AS * hey are worthy at 
leaſt the Attention of all People to examine into, 
and be convinced, whether theſe Things are fo, or 


not; that none may be any longer a Stranger 


to his greateſt Intereſt, or 3 of his beſt 


Friends ; but diſcard Deluſion, and become a pro- 


feſt Votary 


to his own Welfare; or, in ether 


Words, a real Proficient, and diſcreet Practiſer of 


of godly, ſober, and righteous Living, 

In order to this, let us reaſon a little upon this 

wiſe Sy ſtem of Godlineſs, and its kind Overtures 

for 8 to us every Thing truly deſireable in 

this World, and worthy of our Poſſeſſion. It is 

mean here to uſe any Words to evince that S 
w 


Competition with it. But who can find in his Heart 


pounds and promiſes 
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it muſt be evident then, that whatever, and how 
many foever Pillars of Civil Laws are erected _ 
the Support of any particular Government, Cod 
4. Conſciente ae are the Baſis of them all; and 
de Regard had 10 both, Is the re rdal and” i <] 


and Order, and 


pe , andevery 
leflings of Soci V3 1 
ſes God, d Lee of this Good, "and whar is. it 
that maintains Conſcience, his Deputy for the 2 
ſet vation of it, and diſtinguiſhes that ti hich i ag 
Conſtience from a bad T0, but Godlineſs 

Religion? The living in bis Fear, and in ExpeRation 


of his preſent and Favour 3 reverencing his 
Word and Revelation (ueber and 


Commandments however made 
who can ſo much as hope 


regardleſs o 
ſonably erpect ahy Thing 
Mark 5 of divine A — . w 
where national Ns korn fall 
Height as to inoenſe · God againſt any People, and 
frotti being their old Frie h the Fooliſh- 
= of Wc | icendouſtics = 

eli Conſcience, provoke him to 
* Avenger? But on the other. Hand 
can beg his continual Protection over, 


we the Promiſes, or 

pry God in this Eife * : be- 
as bo xs = not in another, The 
Sow Beyer Pr Laflance” of divine Conduct 
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354 SERMON XE. _ 
known to every Body that reads their Hiſtory, to 
have flouriſhed in all forts of Proſperity, in all their 
Borders, and to have groaned under all kind of 
. A 3 to beat their a n by 
them, juſt in proportion as their publi viour 
the Smiles or Frowns of God, their imme - 
diate King and Founder. They are now no more 
a Nation; but crumbled among all Nations, as ſo 
many Monuments all the World over, that pub- 


lick Good is to be from the Obſervance of 
municipal Laws, from the Favour and Friend- 
ſhip of God ; and that publick Evil and Calamity, 


muſt be expected from the contrary Practice. 
Such a Rigbteouſneſs doubileſs exalteth any Nation 
Next: of k. i blating Rege, and a pore 
| ol it, is a blaſting nd a perio- 
. People, in any . Fat of. the 


World. 1 ee 
Miſery and Ruin, publick and private, are in 
Truth the natural Conſequences of Wickedneſs and 


Vice, as well as the providential Retribution of the 
divine Governor. They are, as they increaſe and 
multiply, the publick Occafion of all Diſorders in 

iety, and Diſtempers in a State; the Body po- 
litick is unavoidably affected and impaired. in its 
Tranquility and Order; and the Body private, or 
particular Perſons addicted to its Irregularities, com- 
monly ſuffer in many Reſpects, in the Peace of 
their Mind, and their future Hopes from God at 
the laſt, and fo are the guilty 
tifarious Miſchief to themſelves, and to others. 
Whereas God and Virtue are the original Authors 
and chief Supporters of Order, Peace, and Love, 
domeſtick, and in civil Life ; out of which a- 
riſe mutual Services, Benevolence, and Enjoy- 
ments that are expected univerſally from the Com- 
munities of Men. And in both Reſpects, Reli- 


Authors of mul- 
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ing Temper makes uſe of for 


gion and Virtue are of that ſovereign Uſe and Be- 


nefit to us, jointly and ſeverally, as to be as requi- 
ſite and to our Happinch in this Life pre- 
ſent, as to our of being ſaved ts that 


which is to come, 

Are not Avarice, Ambition, Luxury, Viees 
— peculiarly ariſe out of Society, unpractiſed in 

8 
ſpered Kingdoms, beſt moderated by Dictates of 
jon, and Apprehenſions of Duty to God? For, 
what is it, after all, but the wrong Opinion Men have 
of Honour, Riches, Pleaſure, that produces this peſ- 
tilent Ambition, Avarice, and Luxury, which fa- 
cally diſturb the Harmony and enervate the 
Health of and are ſuch ſenſible Sources of 
ſo-many internal Evils? But is not that Opinion 


ſet to rights, and reduced to Reaſon and Virtue, 


by a fincere. Rega rd to practical Religion? Or, 


what is it that poſſeſſeſs ſo many with thoſe wrong 


Notions and irregular Purſuits, but the Diſregard 


chereof ? For, 

' Let but the Means that Ambition uſes Er- 
ing ies End of Honour and Glory (and it common- 
ly ſticks at no Means whatſoever to compals it) be 
but legal and virtuous, it ceaſes to be Ambition, it 
becomes Emulation in Virtue, and a Pre-eminency-. 
of doing Good. Let the Means, which the graſp- 
a Fortune, 
be all circumſcribed within the Bounds of Fair- 
dealing, and attended by ſocial Self-love in the Tri- 
butes of Beneficence to others according 


or Covetouſneſs, and puts on the Cha- 
ee going, Le the Gveral 


Means and Proviſions for Pleaſure and bodily Gra- 


tifications, be regularly within Bounds, and 
per to the State and Circumſtances of a Man's Life, 


Countries, and that abound moſt 7 ted | 


to Op- 
portunity 3 it loſes the Name of ſordid Parfimony, 


they then retain the Delicacies and Flavour that 
Aa 2 God 
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336 SERMON xX. 
God and Nature beſtow d upon them: And whilſt 
they keep clear of your ſumptuous, fantaſtick Ex- 
travagancies, it has no longer the Name of Luxu- 
ry, but is happily delivered from Temptations for 


gratifying boundleſs and ungoverned Appetites.— 
When in theſe Particulars, a Man's Moderation is 


good Man, and a valuable Citizen ; able to govern 
himſelf, and, when called to it, „ to governs 


The wrathful Sword of the civil may 
indeed puniſh and leſſen the ou ard ies and 
Diforders that proceed from Deceit and — 
Malice, Envy, and Revenge; but what can re- 
ſtrain the ſecret, the undetected, Practices of thoſe 
bad Principles, 
Cans, unleſs the Fear of the Diſpleaſure of God, 
ho only knows, and has ſtrictly forbidden them, as 
much xs the ocher interpoſes to put a ſtop-to them Þ 
Reſtraints of human Laws may be evaded 


true and he Magiſtrate, accord- 
_ ingly, i» bot half obeyed > when Submiſ-. 
fron and liance proceed only from Wrath, 
8 e Sake which our holy. 
S Core, "The Back therefore, 
ence, will evermore be the 
— 4 por 27 Laws without End: 
And the more they multiply, the more evident it is, 
that there is a Defect of Conſcience and Probity a- 
mong that People. A great Evil, and a fad Com- 
Plaint, is never to be redreſſed, but by the Influ- 
ence of the Laws and Statutes that God Almighty, 
the ſupreme Legiſlator and Governor of 
| has ordained over Conſcience, for Governors 10 


nile in bis Fear, and for Subjects to: obey: in ld 
What 


FEE 


known unto all Men, he is known to be a wiſe and 


: which daily injure Multitudes of 


many 
Ways (as we daily fee) where there is not Reſtraint 
of Conſcience wr mn them to their 


ee Sg. on e e megane YTLDLYWNYTYTTSTT TTY 


dme Profit of Godlineſs. 357 
What Inquietude, moreover, and Diſtreſs of ſo- 
cial Life, ſpring from Moroſeneſs, Pride, Ingra- 
titude, Envy at, or Flattery of, Superiors? from 
Unfaithfulneſs, Infincerity, and Lies, with innu- 
. 
neither nor "Yet they w 
baniſhed, and their Contraries ſucceed in their 
Place, to bleſs the Chriſtian World, were the Ob- 
| ligations of our Religion ſufficieatly minded 
Hence it follows, that Religion can both forward 
and reſtrain, what the civil Magiſtrate and his 
Laws can neither aboliſh, nor eſtabliſh, with re- 
ſpe& to ſeveral ſocial Virtues, and Vices, which 
increaſe Contentment, or Diſſatisfaction in Life. 
No the Deſect of the Magiſtrate and civil In- 
ſtitute, and the Plenitude of Religion for theſe Pur- 
equally manifeſt from — 1 


TT 
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are found to fear God, bonour the King, and love 
one another ; it is plain, that nothing can maintain 
this Field of human Action, or continue the Scene 
of general Happineſs in but God, and Re- 
ſpect had to him, his Religion, and its Rewards.-- 
And were Religious Puniſhments more feared than 
Human, as ought to be, there could be no 
ſuch Thing as a bad Subject. 

Indeed, the 
were under a tem Covenant, with reſpect to 
the Land of Canaan flowing with 1 and Honey, 
are not y parallel, nor exactly applicable to 
Chriſtians, cake a better Covenant, hs ve more 
clear and enlarged Promiſes of a Life to come, and 
have our Portion and ExpeRations in this Life 
more contracted and better fixed, by giving us a 
true and folid ] what this 4 © World 
really is to us.— And ſuch Moderation from the 
beſt and laſt Inſtructor, muſt needs beſt become the 
State and Duration of the Things of this World. 
For, how unwiſe is it to be immoderately fond of 
that, the Tenure of whoſe Poſſeſſion 1s Uncertainty 
in the Nature of Things ? 

It appears then, that Religion preſerved in its 
juſt Reverence, and praftiſed in its due Effect, is 
more chan a Help-mate to the Magiſtrate ; it is fo 
neceſſary and effential to good Government, that 
he could effect little or nothing without it. Really 
and truly, whenever he pleaſes to conſider it, it is 
the very Ground whereon the Magiſtrate himſelf 
ſtands, and wherever that is undermined by Infide- 
lity, or licentious Immorality, and 
notorious Wickedneſs, the Fear and Reverence of 
himſelf finks with it, and the civil Laws fall under 
Contempt, as well as the Divine. Sooner or later 
every Civil Governor, and all that have a Share of 
Power under him, will find their own Authority 
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The Profit of Godlineſs. 359 
der them, in ortion as the Honour and Au- 
thority of God, and his Worſhip, are undervalued 
and neglected by themſelves, and ſuffered general- 
ly to be fo by their Subjects. For it is natural and 
of Courſe to expect, that they who are allowed the 
Liberty to.contemn and think meanly of the Ori- 


Subordination, the Authority that ſhould be pre- 
ſerved there, is found to be diminiſhed, or ſet at 
naught, in equal Degree as the Fear of Gad, and 


to him, are untaught and unim- 
prefled by Example and infirugion. * 


So that, in every one of theſe three Authorities, 
which comprehend all the Civil Authority that is 


counte- 


il, and every where feel ſelves 
if not wounded and a- 
Diſeſteem, Abuſes, and Wounds 
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ve no Enjoy 
out of Society, or wherein 
iſregarded 
rather to 


Invaſion; 


Account, in 
20 
Py in that State ic 
noneof its Affair to make an Ale- 
any good or bad 
Sickneſs, Viciflitudes, 
yet to remove the 


ſecular State of its Diſciples: 


make us hap 


ration in the 


ebener cas ggg. ers greez z rg sr wa? 


The Profit of Godlineſs. 363 
committed by ourſelves or Anceſtors. This fol- 


dom is not of this World. — 

the ſecond Kind is the ry and com- 

_— Reference that is A. "Low to divine Flag 
dence, extraordinarily particular R 

diſtrĩbuting, as it was promiſcuouſly, to good and 


and Adverſity of human Life. "Theſe Tokens 
and of God's governing the World, 


deavours, are ſet up every where for falutary 
Ends; to eftabliſh thoſe who love and fear 
him more and more in that Fundamental of the 
Life of Faith, that their good Things do not lie in 
this, but are for them in another and bet- 
ter World, as often as they find themſelves un- 
ſperous, or ſee the Wicked, who can have no 
retence to the Favour of God as long as they con- 
tinue ſuch, wantoning in their ſhort-lived Abun- 
dances here below, and when they feel themſelves 
ſometimes indiſcrimĩnately plunged in Sufferingsand 
Afflictions, that it is then their Duty not to be caſt 
down, but to erect their Heads, conſidering how 
by good Conduct under them, they have the Op- 
portunity and Honour conferred upon them of 
proving their Relation to another World, and con- 
vincing Men that thoſe very Ways of Providence 


Allowance made with regard to particular 
and Circumſtances, Times and Seaſons, the fin- 


_ Cere Ways of Virtue and Godlineſs are the direct - 
eſt, as well as the pleaſanteſt Road we can N 


lows from the Maxim of its Lord and Maſter, My 


bad Men, the outward Goods and Evils, Proſperity 


and controuling the probable Iſſues of human En- 


tending to that Proof, are wiſe ; and that future 
Rewards and Puniſhments are as ſure and certain 
hereafter, as the other 


2 
— — ” — — - 
* * * 2 wo — 
1 4 — - 
wh. py » 
1 * : 
* 
* 


— 3. 
& <4 e 
— — — — — = = — - 0 
I — — Wo + 
>. . 8 > mw — — ke - 
- << , ” E * . - * — 1 
1 * ps E 5 7 
2 7 2 hy — 1 + 
$4 a , > x $4 % C3” ed — K 1 
- Ri . 
—— ——2 


<<! > © my a, 


17 Fer. EET wo rg ss geg 


We Profit'of Godlief. 


365 
But to be more A all earthly Pur- 


ſuits center in ſome or all of theſe Objects, Riches, 
Pleafure, Honour; it will give us a better Opinion 
of Religion, if it can de made good, that the 
Practicę of it is the likelicft Way and Means in the 
World ts ani each nd every of ben. * 


I. With 
general Promiſes which the has annexed 
to ſuch wiſe Practice, wherein we have all ĩimagin- 
able Grounds to place a general A ffiance; but chuſe 
to account for it in a natural prudential Way, and 
on this Account, ſhew it to be the beſt of all Me- 
thods: to advance our Fortune, as far as our own 


—— e ied an, the 5 
— 

Mildom of Sis Works ſuggeſts on 

One is the prudent 


theſe. As to the getting Part, nothing fur- 
. r 


Induſtry, Diligence, Fair- dealing, and courtaous 
Deportment in one's Calling. Secondly, as to the 
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366 S ER MON XIX. 
Profuſeneſs and Luxury, being an 3 E 
all Things, is arraigned as the Reverſe of its Pre- 
— I Induſtry preſides on one Hand of a 
ifang Fortune, and Frugality on the other Hand 
of it, our Religion enjoining both theſe, joins 
Hand in Hand, as it were, to enrich her Proſe- 
lytes.-- And at the ſame Time the avaritious Appe- 
rite of getting, and the ſordid Meaſures of keeping 
Wealth, are ſtrictly reſtrained 

Eaſe ; whilſt the Truſt and Deſign of God in be- 
ſtowing them, is enjoyable from the pleaſing Re- 
| fleftions of doing Good, and the Proſpect of a 
future Recompence. C 


as pernicious to our 


84 


F888 FFF SR 


X. 


FERPESSEERO 


F 


ET PTY 


s ww — yy CW. wy 


cp 1 © cs LE W 


—_— · · . A 


De Profit of Godlineſs. 367 
2 Sorrow for his paſt Miſconduct. I wiſh 
could change it into Godly Sorrow; but that ſel- 


E. intended of God, and therefore ought to be 


obſerved by all who treat of this Subject) that the 


true Meaning of the Tendency of Godlineſs to pro- 


fit un this Way, is not to be extended to Extremes, as | 


if every godly Perſon mult therefore acquire a 
Fortune, If he is that ns"; hy <a. 
knows that to be impoſſible for, fi every 
one, in all Degrees of Life, to be what they ought 
to be, as good. as himſelf, was every 

pered alike, there would bean End of Society, 
levelling all that Subordination of Property and 
Poſſeſſion whereon it ſubſiſts, and can only: flouriſh. 


Affluence of Fortune, if. he has wherewithal to 
ply Wants, and furniſh Decencies ſuitable to 
Condition he is placed in. Still there is no im- 


is Happen! Ber i che Lap Liſe intend but 
its pineſs ppineſs 
chiefly, if not ſolely; conſiſt in a perſect Content- 
ment with our in an inward Peace 
. (without which there can be no 
ſuch Thing as Enjoyment) does not the Practice of 


Man mn 


dition 8 


* the Taal of Fay Hap- | 


dom ta 
1 to be diſtinguiſhed (what was 


one to be 
He knows, monere; the; beved.ent fork. a6 


the Truth of God or his Promiſes. For 
of it does 


Religion, and the Senſe of divine * make a 
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368 SERMON XIX. 

pineſs: Not a Promiſe, or the leaſt Eſſect of it; 
or any proper Taſte or Diſtintion of the divine 
Favour; no; nothing more than the indiſcrimi- 
nate Exuberance which diſtributes Sun and Rain 
to the Unchankful and Diſobedieart.——And by fo 
e 5 
lincerely, Conſequence 

r completely 
y in che Fruition of a little, than others of 
A poſlibly can be in never ſuch A- 


bundance. 
dy, 1% Kare the Tex of Religion to 


likewiſe our P 3. And if we begin 
wick Heatch, thar Sale ther pr and favours 
all ſublunary ; this we find is one of a 
double Tenure. - if we regard "he Health of the 
Mind, which is the Feeling and Foundation of all, 
its Serenity is as much 4 natural Growth of God- 
— — as the Grupe is of the Vine; and God has 
| been to connect the former as he Has 
tho latter. As to the Healch of che Body; 

70 \ 


, * it abounds ? And in 
| —. — what Pains and Diſorders, Waſte 
and Havock, is brought into the Conſtitution by 
indulged. Exceſſes, to ſhorten the Days of 
Lie hor ſeldem to one half of what they might o- 
Did — — thi People 

our more 
eto bring or oe Directions toler- 
ably ney what a deal of Trouble might be 
ſaved to the M for hindering the common 
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and commonly lives to good old Age. Length of 


Days is his promiſed Portion, and the Fear of the 
Lord, and departing from Evil, enſure Health to 
his Navel, and Marrow to bis Bones; as often as 

Firmneſs of Health, and long Life, is beſt for 
him upon the Whole. TOI 
Some particular ſtrong Conſtitutions of the 

Wicked, and weak ones of the Virtuous, may make 


a few Exceptions, but not diſprove the general Ob- 


ſervation : For both the weak and the 
Conſtitution is promiſcuouſly the Lot of either of 
them, and hence Death ſeizes each indiſcriminately : 
But ſuppoſing an hale athletick State of Body the 
Portion of the godly Mah, it will wear the beſt 
with him, and hold out the longeſt by far _— 
As to the Pleaſures of Converfation, Chriſtiani- 
ty greatly improves all the obliging Arts and inno- 
cent Ways of focial Life. What is Converſation 
without Sincerity, but a Stratagemupon one another? 
And what teaches that Excellence, or impreſſes it 
ſo much as the Chriſtian Religion, for rendering 
Converſation free and eaſy, and diſincumbered from 
mutual Diſtruſt, and Diſguiſes :- 
With reſpect to the Gratification of thoſe Appe- 
tites which Nature has planted in us, there is no 
one Satisfaction or Enjoyment denied, that is wor- 
thy of our Nature to have, or can conſiſt with the 
Rights and Proſperity of Society. Nothing is 
reſtrained but what is really prejudicial to the ſocial 
or private Life, as all Exceſs the limited 
Bounds is to the one, or the other. All that is re- 
quired uniformly of the World is, to be what we 
were matte to be, Men, rational Creatures; Reaſon 
ſtriving for the Maſtery, and able to maintain it 
over Senſe, not ſuffering it to be only, but _— 
manding it into Subjection to an higher Purpoſe 
Life, "Under an Roſie none of the Pleaſures 


of. Senſe are enfringed, but enhanſed, and become 


— 


350. SERMON XX. 
an uniform, innocent Habit of Enjoyment. And 
how much more delectable is Freedom of Action 
and Dominion over a Man's ſel:, than Slavery to 
unmortiſied Luſts and ungoverned Affections? — 
An innocent Courſe of Action, moreover, not 
only feaſts the Mind with Joy and Peace, -that a 
Stranger, or irregular Perſon, intermeddles not with, 
nor has any Notion of ; but the Conſcience void 
of Offence ſweetens all the croſs Accidents to which 
uman Life is ſubject, and at laſt mates bis Bed in 
his Sickneſs ; and, as Life fails, chears the depart- 


_ _ _— and eternal 


Happineſs — Whilſt the Wicked are fretted with 
Diſappointments, and, like tbe troubled Sea, 10 

from and to all Points with Storms of Paſſion, and 
the gathering Clouds of ſinking Fears, the Spi- 


rit within, which ſhould ſuſtain the Infirmities, is 


wounded and unable to ſuſtain itſelf : The Reaſon 
and Reflection of the Ungodly, which is the Cure 
of other Griefs, is itſelf convulſed with Anguiſh 
under the Conſciouſneſs of having God their Ene- 
my. Thus Guilt imbitters their worldly Poſſeſ- 
ions, . 
inward Heavineſs. They have no Reliſh of Life ; no, 


not of the Proſperity of it: They conſtantly fink 


under Adverſity, ö be 
therefore, in its beſt Reliſh and higheſt Flavour, i 
on the Side of Virtue, and no account what- 


mit me a few Words on the 
\, Third Parka of keman Life, Honour. Does any 


after 4 Dn Opinion among his Neighbours, 


Praffe ® when be s ded? Now none of theſ 
Reputations, can ever erected or but 
upon the Foundation of Virtue, W and Ulſe- 
ſulneſs. A general good Name muſt be laid in the 
| Merit of being Good and doing Good: Being ſer- 

"OY | viceable 


upon 
ſoever derivable from Vice and Irregularity. Per- 


in the World, or poſthumous 


. Seegang g' ng gers Was IT 


UNC geen 4 


» —— ww W 2 * * 


1 * YD.. VV WT wy - * 


The Profit of Godlineſs. 371 
viceable to our Country, uſeful in our Generation, 
promoting the Welfare of others in our Station, to 
the utmoſt of our Power, diſch 
and peaceably all the Offices of Life, publick and 
private. This Branch of publick Godlineſs, and 
the Fear of the Lord, wherein every Righteous Man 
is known to abound, and to be more excellent than 
bis Neighbour, in the Scripture Phraſe, is fure to 
gain the Eſteem and Good Opinion of Cotem- 
poraries, endear us to our Fellow Creatures, and 
perfume and perpetuate our Memory when we are 


gone. 
Thus have I ſhewn che Tendency of this incom- 
Godlineſs to promote our tem Feli- 
City in regard to the three Grand Objects, Riches, 


| Pleaſure, and Honour, which are fo much wor- 


ſhipped in this World. And that Happineſs, or 
unknown Gad, which Men ignorantly worſhip in 
them, is to be found in the Religion which our 
'Apoſtle preaches. 

And, if it has to be not only con- 
ſiſtent with, but the greateſt Furtherer of, "i the 
lawful Affairs and Intereſts we buſy ourſelves 
with here below; then it muſt be admitted on 
all Hands to be the gainfulleft of all Things we 
can ſet our Heart upon in this Life; and that 


in keeping its ealy Precept there is great Reward : 
Great, indeed, when the bree great Rewards of 


this World laſt mentioned attend upon it, and 
inconceivably and more laſting in a Life 
to come. Political Wiſdom is ay ſtudied in 
this Age; bur I am ſure Chriſtian Prudence pro- 
vides effectually for heb Worlds, which no 
oor Policy projects, or fo much as thinks 

Let us then, in Concluſion, be won over _— 
the Importunities of our excellent Relig eligion, w 


__ to have no other Aim but _ —_ 
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272 SERMON XIX. 
| neſs in both Stages of our Being, this and the 
next Life. Upon Condition we will conſent to 
do the beft for ourſelves in this World, it promiſes 
to make us happy for evermore. It ſtrows our Way 
with ſublunary good Things, and holds out Hea- 
ven hereafter. What can it offer ? what can we 
defire further? : 
And fince this, by being the beſt Wiſdom of 
every Particular, is fo tably our publick 
beſt Underſtanding of Things alſo, ſhould we not, 
I deſeech you, endeavour to be eſteemed a wiſe 
and ing People in the Sight of the Na- 
tions round about us _— 
to join together, every one in his Sphere taking 
his Part, for purging from among us general 
with the too prevailing 
Contempt of that Religion which is to preſerve 
us in this World, and fave us in the next; and 
ſo ſecuring the Patron of Chriſtians and the Gover- 
nor of Nations for our Friend and Patron, we 
ſhall be deemed, and we ſhall be feared, as an 
invincible People. — 5 
Ina Word, how can we poſſibly do a wiſer 
Thing than to make ic our Care to ſtudy, and 
put in Practice this moſt admirable Prudence 
of Godlineſs, ſeeing it procures all that is valu- 
able and defirable in Life, carries on the Inter- 
eſts of both Worlds, faves all Hazards, ſecures 
all Things? — To be neglectful of our Intereſt 
In the beſt Calculation and Balance, is that pre- 
| Poſterous Folly I truſt none here will be guilty 
of. I am ſure, if they are, they deſerve the Ven- 
gee if oe RT Fs, if not for their 
Sins, at leaſt, for their very Folly : ' = 
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Thus faith the Lia of lu, Confider your Ways. 


E have here a Duty recommended by 

a Prophet of the and a Preacher 
9 of the very greateſt Impor- 
tance that can be urged 3 in as much 
as Conſideration is that which mult lead us into all 
__ Afeer-Dutics, and ſhew us the Number of our Er- 
rors, and the Kind of aur Miſcarriages, the beſt 
Time when, and Method how. we ought to amend 
them. If you are deſirous to know the beſt Prepa- 
ration to whatever we read, or hear that is good, the 
Text preſents you with it: With it, almoſt every 
Thing that can inftru8 or remind us; and without 


it,we find in Fa& neither Diſcourſes ever ſo frequent 


from the Pulpit, nor Advices ever ſo importunate 
from Friends, nor any other Occurence that offers 
Warning and Wiſdom, have IP 1 upon 


us: Not the Holy Scri 
of God Almighty V Limfelf, ths 
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3 % SERMON: XX. 
Threats, his moſt earneſt Invitations to Happineſs 
therein diſplayed z not the Conviction of Conſcience, 
nor his Mercies, nor his Judgments, can bring us 
to Virtue and himſelf; or move us, thoughtleſs and 
unconcerned, one Step from the Error of our Ways; 

till we reflect how crooked and ſhameful, how er- 


roneous and ruinous they are; till we conf der, till 


we give heed: to, and revolve in our Minds the 
Force and Reaſonableneſs of the Arguments that 


would perf 
the Motives, how great and ſure the Rewards ; how 
| ſevere and laſting the Puniſhments; and how 


effectual the Aſſiſtance, i. e. in the Words of the 
Text, till we confider our Ways. Thus ſaith the 


Lord of Hoſts, Confider your Ways. 
And that the Peo Ads might be awakened to liſten 
to the Importa them, they are ted in the 
Compaſs 
little enough to inculcate Wiſdom, yet no Wiſdom 
is more incumbent upon you to learn perf I, nor 
5 more „ 1. to be remem 
| aff rage to be moſt ſervices to on 
from n chi not ſo much to inſtruct; as to 


vail with you to l religiouſly of thoſe Things 


which you already know of Religion ; to appeal 
from yourſelves, thoughtleſs and inconſiderate, to 
your own wiſer ſelves, as often as you think und 
reflect. And who can diſlike to be made wiſer in 
le Way; which aims at making your 
own Thoughts your Tutor, and to put them upon 
adviſing you of the uſeful Wiſdom, the un ne- 
Inſtruction of Happineſs ? After, 
+ and done, ther mult proceed frog your own 
Thoughts: Other Wiſdom may be taken up from 
other Men's in a tenacious Memory ; but Happinefs 
muſt be the Choice of the Mind, the Bent and Pur- 


ſuit of our own Wills; and the Thoughts, Reafon- 


ings, or Ferſuaives of others can only be condu- 


cive 


uade us to forſake them; how inviting 


Aunty ESSS. 


repea 
N Verſes; and indeed all Pains are 


It is. 


"The Alveneg of ring wr Wey 375 
cive in correcting or the former, when 
work with, and in our ownThoughts. 
Then will Nouriſhment and Good to the Soul 
enſue, when ſerious Thoughtfulneſs has been digeſt- 
ing and extracting it. 
According to St. Peter's Method, nat as tho 


ignorant, but by the Way of ftirring up your 


were 
pure Hearts, by Way of Remembrance to do you Good, 


it me ore to recommend with the Ear- 


Ground-work of all your — 
whilſt I diſcourſe, 


I. Of the Neceſſity and Advantage of Conſide- 
ration, as a Duty incumbent upon all Chriſtians 
at all Times, 


II. As a Duty particularly neceflary to Hearers 


at ſuch Times as this. 


— * — ax 


perm 
reftne it Ke this weren Dy = 


And then, in the Id Place, I ſhall enforce it in : 
both Reſpects from the Inforcement of the Pro- 
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dering the Articles they p 
is the Cauſe why Religion remains in the Heads 


Conviction to no Pu 


376 SERMON XX. 


Account can poſſibly be given of the Inconſiſtency 
of their Lives to them, but that either they do not 


at all eſtimate the Greatneſs of the Propoſals, ſel- 


dom compare them with the little Conveniencies 


and Vanities of this Life; or conſider the Terms by 


Halves, and think of the Motives in Haſte ? This 


is the true Reaſon why ſuch Multitudes of Chriſtian 
Profeſſors finally 


of believing, but for lack of 


ering and conſi- 
$ to believe: This 


and Tongues of ſo many, and 


paſſes the Hearts of 


fo few; where it ſhould live and operate in its pro- 


per Seat, as a new Principle, renewing us in the 


| Spirit of the Mind, changing the Heart of the old 
Man and Sinner, regulating the corrupt Will (that 


Spring of human Action ſo prone to what is evil) till 
by Degrees it gains a new Bent, and the Objects of 
the Affections are new choſen, and the Actions and 
the Endeavours thereof are turned from what is to 


be left undone, to that which is lawful and right, 
and commanded to be done ; and the new Man, 


i. e. the real Chriſtian, has his Fruit unto Holineſs, 
and bis End everlaſting Life. 57 
Why does the moſt excellent of all Religions, 
and the greateſt Overtures of rich Grace, loſe their 
Deſign upon us, which is the purifying our Hearts 
reforming our Lives, in order to make us ex- 


ceeding happy; but becauſe we embrace thoſe 


Truths looſely, and in a literal Knowledge, and a 


rpoſe, without ſuffering the 
Powers of our Will to be influenced by them in 
particular, in a cloſe Application of what Manner 
of Perſons they oblige us to be in all boly Converſation? 
Thus we perith in our Knowledge and Belief, with 
the moſt forcible Motives to the contrary in our 
very Hands, whilft we confider and apply them 


not; whereas there was nothing but a thorough 


periſh and miſcarry, not for want 


c OG oeoenea 20S mwOs ER 


| hid to thoſe that keep their Eyes cloſe ſhut. "The 
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edate Thinking upon the eternal Moment and 
Conſequence of Things wanting, to have added Vir- 
tue to Knowiedge, and to have let in Amendment to 
our Lives, and Righteouſneſs to our Actions, and 
open the Door of Salvation to the Soul. 

For let Men but weigh and conſider, —There is 
no more Reality, no more Competition or Compa- 
riſon, berween the great and glorious Things of 
the other World and the deſpicable ones of this, 
their reſpective Intereſts and Advantages on the one 
Hand, balanced with the Sufferings and Incon- 
ventencies on the other, than "bog is between a 
Shadow and Subſtance : And it is as impoſlible for 
Men to miſtake in the Preference of a Shadow that 

ſoon paſſes by, and a Subſtance that remaineth al- 
ways, provided they will but open the Eyes of their 
Mind, to behold. All the Excellence and Beauty of 
Virtue is loft, -and the Deformity of Vice equally 


written Word of God, the Oracle of theſe Things, 
(as [atab repreſents) will be as a fea k to 
us, if we ſeal up the Attention and ſpititual Diſ- 
cernment of our Eyes and Ears : And ſhut they 
will ever be, unlefs, Conſideration o them ; but 
when once they begin to open, a conſider, and 
view a while, there appears as much Difference 
between them as between Light and Darkneſs, a 
ſhort Seaſon and Eternity, Happineſs and Miſery, 
and they wonder now at nothing fo much as their 

former Infatuation. 
Were the Arguments for Religion ever ſo much 

greater than they are (was that poſſible) ſtill they 
be but Arguments, and can do no more than 


can 

perſuade; and it is in our Power not to be perſuad- 
ed by, only by not weighing and conſidering 
Let them be fairly and deliberately at- 
and 1 the Certainty of 
led upon by them: Nothing can with- 
Force, but our caſting them out of our 


Minds, 


them, 
them duly : 
' tended . 
being prevai 
e 


by 


238 SERMON xx. 
Minds, and when we 
ing ſome Trifle or other unreaſonably to drive it 
out of our Thoughts, till a more convenient Seaſon 
leſt we ſhould be brought in the preſent Time to 
condemn ourſelves to Uneaſineſs for thoſe Faults 
which we cannot prevail with ourſelves to forſake, 
and fo adjourn the ſerious important Thing (that is 
only worth thinking of ) -to another Time, and fo 
on to another, till our Days are at-an End. 
Into this wilful Incogitaney purely can be re- 
ſolved all that amazing Non- improvement, Conti- 
nuance and Growth in Sin, after ſo many frequent 


Exhortations, Warnings, Intreaties to the contra- 


ry; ſo many pious Books adapted to every one's 
Capacity. Who does not obſerve a prodigious Bar- 


renneſs, notwithſtanding ſo much Colture and 


and the 


. Pains, ſo many A 


and ſome Examples to be fruitful ? W does not 
lament many Thouſands of Souls who reſiſt all this, 


and will not Prepare their Soil for any good Im- 
provement? 


Is there Leiſure, is there Capacity wanting? or is 
there too much Difficulty in thinking aright of the 


none of theſe can be the Caſe: —For there is no 
Art of Thinking here required; no Conduct of the 
 Underftanding neceſſary; but the fame common 
- Underſtanding that manages a Shop, a Farm, or 
a Ship, or any other Affair of this World, is as 
capable, at the ſame Time, and without any inter- 
fering, to manage their eternal Salvation, and 
We Til nccetiey 3 if they would in 
this Caſe uſe it with the ſame Bent and Application 
as they ordinarily do in the other. But in Defe& of 
this it comes to paſs ö 
and in the one, . 
ſpying out Advantages, 


| 2 4 
—v abba ] 


begin to think, ſtill ſuffer- 


ive Powers and of the future Life? No, 
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of 


arm againſt it; yet in the immortal Concernments 
careleſs or totally unconcerned, as if they could 
not fail to go right by chance, without any Con- 
cern or Conduct of. theirs about the Matter, or fo 
little however, a is next to none, in fach low- 


ſpirited Attempts, as amount to no more than 


Wikhes. 

That we ſhould think of attaining 
Felicity, the ;ncorruptibleTreafarezaf G Glory, by I = In- 
_ advertency, and by Arms folded up, whi 
ordinarily fure we ſhall not thrive in theſe periſh- 
ing Profeſſions without Forecaſt, Labour, and Di- 
ligence! To know all this, and to live as Men for 
the moſt Part do, is ſuch a Myſtery of Iniquity as 
can be accounted for by 
ſtupid Inconſideration which has ſeized the Minds 
of Sinners, the Sons of Diſobedience and Folly. 


in Scripture ſtiled Folly? fince they are Fools only 
that never think: Non 1 Does not every 
one take the Re 


certainly the 
know it? 


r the Sinner; who is 
fooltheft of - Men and does not 


b 


Vice? when before we can habituate ourſelves to 
it, we mult act as if we had neither Hope nor Fear, 
or have them both inverted ; uſe our Underſtand- 
as if we uſed them not to diſcern or diſtin- 


mak our Memories, as if it was their F 
to 


orget ; and our Affections, as if it was their Bu- 


fineſs to love and what they ought to hate, 
and hate and avoi 


remain indifferent and unaffected with that which 
moſt imports them. 

This thoughtleſs Indi | this nochful In- 
conladerain, & dhe fata] Lethargy that poſſeſſes the 


Wicked 


Danger or Hazard, and preparing to eſcape and 
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And with what Truth and Propriety is Wickedneſs | 


1 never thought it, as the 


what they ought to love; or 
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0 TO of your Nature, fo fadly miſuſed to 


33%0 SERMON xx. 
Wicked in every Generation, and lulls them into 
ſeeming Eaſe and Security on the Edge of Ruin, 
like Men afleep on a Precipice, and ſo miſerably 
defeats the Efforts of Religion, and its 27 abou 
awaken them out of their . 

in all Ranks and 

every ſpiritual Evil awer among us. To what elſe can 


be imputed Mens not repenting at all, and not 


turning their Feet to God's Teſtimonies, but that 
they do not think on their Ways, which is the 
fcribed Method of returning to themſelves and 


Duty ; or, which is all one, deferring it till their 
Death- 


or putting it off to To-morrow, when, 
from the Inſtances of ſo many ſudden Dea they 
cannot iſe themſelves the next Hour 
what elſe others revolting from their good Ralo 
Iution, but their conſidering amiſs the Terms of 


Religion before they undertook them, or forgetting 


the Inducement that would make them continue 
firm to them? Why do ſome preſume, deſpair, 


repine, diſtruſt God, but that they do not conſider 


his Juſtice, his Goodneſs, his Power? Why do 
ſome conſider no more in the Day of Adverſity 
than in Proſperity, tho* it was kindly ſent them of 
God for that very Purpoſe, that they might make 
a Pauſe, and learn the holy Wiſdom — Reſent- 
ment, to love the World I, which favours them 
ſo little in the Day of Adverſity ? 
* Conſider, ſays the Royal Preacher. Wherefore do 
others, ſo many others, make a Paſtime of 
and among their other Diverſions mock at 
but that the Fool within them does not con 
Nor is God and Eternity Ach think in can 
will their incredulous Heedleſſneſs think in 
till they meet the Conviction of Fools, w 
Experience too late; when Remedy is Rb 1 

Thought will do no good ; when noble 


tid 


And it really is 
and Source of 
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We Advantage of confidering our Ways. 381 
worſt Abuſe, or to the meaneſt Uſe, is turned up- 
on them in Puniſhment, in weeping and wailing, 
and deploring without Hope and without Com- 
fort forever; that Inconſiderateneſs of theirs, which 


conveyed them ſo ſtupidly ſecure into that awaking 


Perdition which receives the Lazy and the Wicked, 


the Fool and the Sinner. Why do Multitudes 
offend in their Tongues ? becauſe they forget to 


tate Heed to their Ways, and ſet the Door of their 
Lips open without Watch, to let what will come 
out? Why are ſome raſb wilb their Mouth when 
they addreſs themſelves to the Almighty, but that 


they do not (as the wiſe Man in Ecclefiafticus ſays) 


confider that be is in Heaven and they on Earth? Why 
do ſome behave withIrreverence at his 
ſhip, and correct not their wandering Thoughts, 
but that they do not think in whoſe Preſence they 
are? Why very many loſe the very Effect of their 


Prayers to him, but 'becauſe they do not confider 


and put in Practice thoſe Qualifications that are re- 
5 to render them worthy Askers? Why again | 
ar- 


does the lewd Perſon go to the Embraces of a 
lot; but that be 


goes (as Salomos deſcribes him) 


as an Ox to the Slaughter, which has as little Con- 


' fideration and Concern as if he was going to the 


Paſture ? And another of the holy Penmen, repre- 


ſents the raſh inconſiderate Sinner precipitating him- 
ſelf into Perdition, as the brute Horſe ruſbes into 
Battle. How is it ſuch numerous Inftances of 


conſidering our own latter End? 
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too, yet never conſider and follow their proper 


332 SERMON XX. 
of that Pains we take might be ſpared and I 
would to God, you would be fo wiſe in your own 
Practice as to og Preaching needleſs, which 
would be Matter of Joy and Comfort ; rather than 
by ſo much Negligence, and fo little Sincerity, de- 
mand 5 n Pity, to com- 
paſſionate ſo many periſhi 

Laſtly, How is 12 endes to name all, as 
it is hard to ſet Bounds) that ſuch Numbers paſs 
thro* this beautiful World like carelefs Travellers, 
who make no Obſervation or Reflection on what 
they ſee ; where every Object was ſufficient to fill 
them with Wonder and Admiration of the Wiſdom 
of the Creator? That ſo few know themſelves, their 


. and End, their e; and Inclina- 
are r Ne Strangers at 
hoe, while they ace Kol ly curious to know and 


be acquainted with every Thing and Perſon 
beſide? That ſuch Multitudes are born into the 
| World, and ſo many go out of it in old Age 


' Buſineſs in it, or fill the Station that they were 
placed in? What can produce all this, but that 
which is the fruitful Producer of all Sin and Folly, 
ee Inconſideration, and habitual 9 8 
On the other Hand, en in wes 

der God, the Author and Key to Knowlolge ; 
fince it is the Soil the Word of God requires to 
grow in, and the Diſpoſition that the Holy Ghoſt 


will only viſit, and bleſs with his divine Influences; 


and is that Faculey which was given us from Hea- 
ven to diſcern between real Good and Evil, and 
conduct our Actions by thoſe Views ; to argue and 
rr 4 3 2 55 and End, Cauſes 

Cireum every Thi chat imports us, 
„„ 
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reckons with us; but Inconſiderateneſs can be none, 
in any that have the Uſe of their reaſonable Facul- 
ties; becauſe all ſuch had it in their Power, and 
might, as they were bound, have endeavoured to 
remove all Im 
they would liſten to none of his Reproofs, that 

communing Faculty, which might have „ 
will Guſtly be become the A 
cent of their Woe ; becauſe it will be to no Purpoſe, 
but to heighten the Anguiſh, and for ever multi- 
ply the miſerable Regret of the timely Want of it 
to all Ages. Likea Lion that has been aſleep, it 
will rouze up and tear them to Pieces, and devour 
them for ever and ever. 


derate Creatures to Purpoſe; ew ourltives Men of 
Reaſon and Thought, conſidering 
fare it is too late; and I hope, by this Time, the 
3 
as a ty in w was 

firſt . — ws to make wr 

oy eg nay I was to treat of it as a 
Duty particularly neceſſary to Hearers. And this 


will be no leſs clear, in as much as alt that we have 


heard juſt now, or ſhall at any Time to come, will 


be no more than mere Words ſpilt among you, if 
you do not Favour us with Attention now, 


your 
and recolle& afterwards what is faid. What elle 


be that hath Ears to hear, let him bear ? but 
them the indiſpenſable Duty of Hearing at- 
h, and the infinite Loſs of not conſidering 
2 ? What the Intent of the Par- 

w 


* in the Secd (or that was 20 
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de ſure ſown with a Deſire that all ſhould 
and with Endeavours that none ſhould be loſt) bur 
the Ground that received it; every Piece of which 
ought E US AL IO fitted by each a 
fingle Hearer, b 12 Conſideration, and Re- 5 

Weeds that might choke the ; 


moval of all worl 
Word, and hinder the Growth of a good Life and 
Converſation. k 

In our bleſſed Lord's Explication of this Parable, o 
I cannot but take notice to you of ſome remarka- 4 


ble Things, which we may very well apply to thoſe 1 
3 hear the Preachers of his blefſed 4 
en Matt. xiii. 19. be that beareth the Ward 1 
and underſtandeth it not ; the Greek Word cones, M 


which we render, Underſtand, there fignifies pon- 
der, conſider of, lay to Heart, and obſerve in order Z 
to Practice. This is the expreſs Senſe of the ſame = 1 
Word in ſeveral Places of holy Writ: For in the 1 
KReaſon of Things there can be no underſtanding 4 
any Thing without confidering it. | 4 
Again, ſome of the Seed fell where the Ground 6 
did not cover it! It is to be feared much of the 
heavenly Seed falls on ſuch Ground as this, where a 
22 it fell, unrooted in Men's Minds, unco- . 
mad wk the * and unburied in the Re- = 
ſemblance ; which is the Reaſon you ſee fo little 
Fruit and Increaſe among the . Generality, e 
the Sign of Seed being ſown among ſome. | 
| | Again, the Devil taketh away the Seed that was 1 
=  fown upon the Highway! How can he accompliſh i 
| this? but either by diverting their Attention with * 
Drowſineſs, or — — rag 
foreign to their 


In 
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that you would run with your Eyes open into = 


Gul 
\ Fine bee thn are * 2 


chey come from the 


ir Joints ſo: long till they loſe 
Tune you hear Faults 


= ofthe Lond :: 

. — the People ſhall hear and Pay and do 
more preſumptuouſly. Let this ever be your C 
3 — barden not your 


Manner? Of all thoſe who are un- 


Ares gerissen 


FS ggg gs c Th x 


N 
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Hearts, and be not like the deaf Adder, that foppeth 


bis Ears, — — 


and affeRionately tell you how they ſhould 
bpb If 2 
and Place, they will do no more than a Re- 
medy put into a Man's Pocket will cure him of an 
internal Diſtemper. Conſideration then is the uni- 
verſal Digeſter 


p will at any: 
and Subject for y our Meditation. 

The 154 Thing in Order I do, is to en- 
force this ſo important Duty of Conſideration from 


the Enforcement of the Prophet, Thus ſaith the 


Lord: A very ſolemn Preface this, never 


but to ſomething of the greateſt 
conſtrained to urge 


Moment ; but I am 


on the Diſobedient : It is I who enjoin 
who I am, and refuſe me this liance if 

dare! I requeſt it of vou with all i le In- 
treaties for your Good, that you think of your Dan- 
ger ia Time, and prevent it. I put you in mind of 
it, who am conſcious to, and keep a Record of, the 
ſinful Privacies of your” Thoughts, Words, and 


it; con 


Works: Do ye think you eſcape my Knowledge, 


when retired from human Eyes? Do ye forget who 


looks on you, and takes an Account? *Tis I, ye 


Sons of Men, that expect this Return from you, 


'VTT'S3 this 
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it in a few Words; Conſider 
your Ways ; I am the Lord, who command it, the 
Lord of Hoſts, mighty and terrible to revenge myſelf 
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ye ol a 
if ye do not acknowledge me 
S * . 8 * * of 


is. 
1 


DE LE 


| Keep thy Heart with a i ae 7 
f the Ne. L. 


OR our farther Evidtion, 


nn 


 courle i in the following Method: (2 


ſhall enquire into the R ſona 
and other Admonitions of Scri 


due ve Regulation of our Thoughts in the Sigh 


2 
* 
* 


; ready Obedience 
II. Wherein cone the in and GuilineG of. 


our Thoughts; which it ſhould employ the 

4 ETZ 

t. I will. conclude with laying down ſuch Rules 
and Directions as may be of uſe ta farcher 
| the Practice of this great Duty. 


Ccy3 


Compliance with the Deſiga of | theſe 
| Words, 1 would be permitted to diſ- 


t . 


of God, in Hopes that we ſhall ield a more 
to them. # 
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= © SERMON XXI. 5 
-— of Feſt, L am to ſhew the Reaſonableneſ of this 
Duty. And this, I hope, will appear under theſe 
two following Heads of Reflection. Firſt, upon 
the Nature of God's Laws. 2dly, The Nature and 
ng Þ deg who are ſubject to them. 
to the firſt, we cannot but know, 
Reflection, that it is the peculiar 
rea thy Lees of thy Kingrot Heaven, 
dea Heart-knowing God, when they prohibit 
or command any outward aden to extend their 
Influence and Au to the ing, where 
It has its Riſe. N 21 authentick 
Rule in interpreting the Extent of thoſe Laws, 
whenſoever they expreſly enjoin or forbid an exte- 
rior Action, that the Motives, Indications, and 
Tendency of the Mind towards that AQtion, are all 
bound to their Duty, and all under 
its Obedience : Becauſe, as it will appear preſently, 
the Guilt lies chiefly there, and there er 
Thus God has wiſely laid down one Law of an in- 
ward Obligation, to ſecure the. other nine, the 
laſt and roth Command, | which lays Reſtraint 
on the T hes and Defires, 22 Fence to iy 
reft : If this is not obſerved, none of the reſt il 
be kept; but a due Obſervance of this 
| Obedience to the others. Without ſuch a Law for- 
bidding to covet, Sin (as +. Paul argines, Row. vii. 
10.) is dead; or, as he elſewhere explains it, with- 
r Fin ns A Thoughts, 
there would be 20 Tranſpreſſion ; no Tranſgreſſion 
233 becauſe no certain Knowledge of God's 
Diſpleaſure againſt it. But the Commandment, 
e that Sin might 
to us; that we knowing the 
Source of Evil io plainly, might be the more cir- 
cumſpecq of its firſt Admiſſion, It avails little be- 


fore him, that we abſtain from the outward Act of 
Sin, if we are vitious within, and _ 2 3 
3 MI 


Of beeping the Heart. 


we may nevertheleſs be prepenſe Criminals, 
"6 tran every Command: So 
Teacher of all Riphteoutnef anſwers, Ther 
| Murthers, Adulteries, Fornications, Thefts, Fi 

Dd Blaſphemies, 'Covetouſneſs, Wickedneſs, and 


1 

* 19. and Mart vii. 22. 
= "who in later Days came to put God's Laws 
further into Men's Hearts, and write in their 
inward Parts, purſues two Inftances 
ay, to give an . of the true 


Intenc 

and Interpretation moral Law of Aojes, fince 
the Scribes and Phariſees had, by their carnal ſel- 
_ fiſh Comments, cramped the Meaning, and reſtrain- 


ed the Practice to the very Letter, placing Righ- 


- teouſneſs in a ſuperficial Conformity to that which 
was in Truth but the Shell and Outſide, and had 
of the Conſcience of the preſcribed Duty 
f in it. Our- Lord ſetting himſelf to reſtore the Law 
to its true ſpiritual Intendment, by Way of Intro- 
duRion to his Def , rebukes thoſe Perverters of 
» and the World, Except our Righ- 


to the Kingdom of Heaven: Then p to Parti- 
culars, that luftful and adulterous Thoughts, con- 
_ ceived and entertained in the Mind, by upon 
4 married Woman, bring forth a Sin againſt the ſe- 


venth Commandment, and do as verily violate 


the Intent of it in the Sight of God, as he that is 


taken in the impure Embrace. In like manner, he 


that bears Hatred in his Heart, owes a Spite, and 


nouriſhes revengeful Purpoſes, ſuppoſe againſt his 
Brother's Life, is as criminal as he that actually 
commits the Murther : For, he that does that, does 
no more than facrifice the Life of his Brother to 


3 Hatred he has conceived againſt 


SES 


* 


Mind to commit it. Though innocent of the 8 


oceed from the Heart, and defile the Man, 


Icu- 


 teouſneſs exceeds theirs, we cannat bave Entrance in- 
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him: There is, indeed, no Difference between the | 


two, but that the firſt, not incurring the Pe- 
nalty upon Earth, is the more cautious O 
but, in a true Account of Things, as really galey 


_ and conſequently as obnoxious to the divine Ven- 
IE, © the other. Foraſmuch as he abſtained 
m 


the approved Fact, not out of a Senſe of his 
Duty, not for the Sike of God or his. Neighbour, 


but purely for Fear of Suffering for it from the 


Laws of Society ; All the Time the Lord ponder- 
. eth the Heart, and weigheth the Spirit of all our 
Deſigns and Actions, to ſee whether Things are 
right there or not, and God ſceth not as Men ſee: 


We can judge by Appearance only, he by the Bent 


and Behaviour of the Heart. 


It is the Homage and Obedience therefore of the 
inward inviſible Man, that can ever recommend a 


Perſon in the Sight of the inviſible God, as his 
Servant and Subject. Tho? the outward viſible 


Action is due to the Command of God 2 
requiring it; yet It is only acceptable as it is t 

Performance and of that inward Prin 
ciple which renders i it an Act of Religion. We are 
in Candour bound to think all is 2 and really 


virtuous, where we fee the outward Actions of 


dur Neighbour, (which is all we can ſee) to be 


| ſach, As if we ſhould ſee him —＋ all his worldly 
Goods to feed the Poor ; we oug AN in 


our Judgment of that Matter, ws. a one has 
Charity: Yet God judging of the Reality of that 
| Virtue by the Heart, has aſſured us of the contrary, 


that there may be no Charity in it. For there is 


the outward Act and external Part 1 in Almſgiviog, 


and every moral Obedience ' of DN Ba: 


Lord's Supper, and every eva 


Which may be done 10 be ſeen o Mere And any * 
rc e toad f Godto bo ofthe Concur- 
RR, * 
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a Scat ing him chat requires 
it, it profiteth nothing ; it has no Principle, no Rea- 
lity, no Righteouſneſs in it: n 
Maſter and Lawgiver, whom we ſerve, is 
with, and privy to, and takes account of, all rhe 
8 Sar N tions of the Mind 3 its ſecret 
Wishes, and Deſigns. - 15 
OO Wekial, indeed, the primary Intent of hu- 
man Laws, by paying an outward Submiſſion to 
them. Foras much as theſe Tribunals can take no 
Cognizance of mere Thoughts and Intentions, and 
for that Reaſon, can judge and puniſh nothing but 
Overt- Acts, and external Violations of them; 
without which, added to Intention in Evidence of 
the ſame, there would be no Criminal: The Mind 
in the mean Time contracts, as to the Deſign of 
human Laws, inward Defilement by breaking 
them ; becauſe they can take no izance what 
Men are in their Qualifications for another World, 
but what Manner of Perſons or Citizens they =» 


in Society; which can receive no 


the leaſt Prejudice from any Man's Thooghts, be 
they never ſo villanous, provided they never have 
any Egreſs in Word or Deed. But Man cannot 


fo ranges the Precepts of the — God and 
be innocent; becauſe” his Obli begins 


from withio. Where the Act itſelf "firſ takes its 
\ Riſe, there the Intention is, and that differences 
the Action. It is impoſſible, therefore, for any 
of us to be obſervant of 7 or — 
them, — 9 tance, ſubmitri 
our Souls a int to the Yoke, a 

and hearrily 2 
obeying with the Will. In this lies the Homage 
of rational Man; in this the conſcious Sincerity of 
every Chriſtian. The inward Man being the 
Man after God's own Heart, it is in that Man, and 
in that Man only, we can walk before him in a 


— 
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perfelt Heart and Conſcience 
-twbole Spirit and Soul, as well as Body, 


28 ww 
the Coming of our Lord Jeſus Chrijt. When 
full Intention of p 


leafing God, and none elſe ; —4 


nor: 
tion of Mind, rather than the 


| 4 miſchievous — a 
to erde 7 * as 3 as the 


2 58, 
=s 
88 


p 


Il 


x 
IR 


Hh 
HE 


5% 
8 


8 f 8 
LF: 


it from the Heart firſt 
o in the inward Parts of ſuch as are wicked. 
Pſalmift thus accounts for it ; If the Fountain is pol - 
luted, fo will he the Streams ; whatever flows from 
| thence, muſt of its Uncleanneſs of Courſe. 
Here then ſhould begin our Endeavours of pu- 
_ rifying ourſelves ; this is the ſhorteſt Way to be 
Holy -and Religious. Thoſe Laws of God are, 
therefote, moſt neceſſary, juſt, and good, which 
enjoin us to look inward into ourſelves, examine 
our Inclinations and Intentions that paſs there; to 


viſit and ſurvey the inward Man, and employ our 


- %.. 


SERMON: XXI. | 
nai ing our ioward Frame, aid 
diſpoſing it. The. Light of Nature, the Law of 
, . * 


m us. 
Ho clearly do ſome wiſe Heathens diſcourſe . 
to this ſame Effect. That the Willing and 
Thinking of Sin is the Commitment of it; that 
we do in Effet whatever we will and reſolve in 
0 3 that a Man may OY ay: 
be guilty of whatever other Mit- 
to another, tho? he never attempt pt 
* the 
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8˙ 
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After 


from 


pr rarer 

main Nas of der Caf They, it . 
ir Shew in the Fleſh, keep clean 
Cle halt che Soul wb, is KT. 
lnfide of the Veſſel, a wow oy 
full of Uncleanneſs, and 
Lord diſtingui 


1 


SH, 


8 
Ft 


Sa- 
Unfit- 
ſhes firſt and foremoſt, 
5 they cleaned the- Infide, behold, the In/ide mond 
M7 be clean alſo before God and Man: Yet how many 
_ arevoid of Reflection, or Inſpection over their Mind. 


en l: N 


- Of lan the Hr. wy 
Hef as if at all Times and in all Places Thoughts | 


themſel ying or | 
illiany | Vielence than'is — 
| Ther being neither nor Means want- 
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to this, I ſhall lay down theſe few Obſervations, 
1. That all Sin of this Kind, which ſhall be im- 
puted to us as ours, conſiſts in and proceeds from 
thull Conkent of the Will 0: Objects evil in 
themſelves; or to indifferent ones in wrong 
Time or Seaſon. 2. A 
of Health, have Freedom of Thought 


the Rike of evil Thoughts, wer- 
able for them. "Theſe Poſitions kept in Mind, will 
us to underſtand clearly, wherein the Im- 
morality of or Thoughts confi, and to ſolve all 


it appears in the firſt Place, has 


of Sin; is no Sin; for thus the 
beſt of e Mbps hn | 


it, a firmer In- 
where Fu- 


r — 
e 


greater 
Diſtance; mean Time the had Cen 20 Pol- 


 Jution. The ſole Crime proceeds from the crimi- 
nal End of Thinking upon Evil; if that is at any 
Time evil, then our 
ſuch, ik if we think of ie with Ap 3 ion, and 

ve it Reception, if a Friendſhip is 
be and Love and Liking is kindling to- 
wards it, and Schemes and Intrigues are laying to 


— | that is toſay, in 3 | 


"the main of our Care to be innocent of. In order | 


TL LL eee 


upon the vile Na- 
. and become the better for it the : 


enen gc ro Amng ers o 


2. 80 


" Of keeping the Hrarr. | 
the Aſſent and Conſent of the Will ; then will ic 
be ſinful unto us; and all thoſe kind of indulged 


are fo 


ing in Hardncks of Heart, and utter Impeni. 
Again, tho' the Objedt is innocent, and indiffer- 
in itſelf, yet if we think of it in wrong Time 
Place, our Thoughts become irregular, and 
| blame-worthy. To inſtance the preſent Time and 
holy Place we are in: R 
2 — 4 
| = OYMments ; i thoſe T 

1 houghts 


— 


recover our Thoughts 
becauſe the Nature 


2 bows, in will admit of no fuch 
* of reſiſting evil 8 CO 
But now, if we proceed to diſtinguiſh theſe 
evil Motions, there is the certain Comfort to all 
Chriſtians in general, chat the firſt Beginnings and 
1 ngs of the Mind after Evil, which are con- 


: counted of a „ becauſe 
n which is involuntary, and cannot 
are the, pardonable Infirmity. of 

—— — — 

ons to Vigilance, 

= our Mind ; 9 
thoſe evil Suggeſtions with all 
it is a noble ity of 
— 8 — 
do be feared provided W 

P 1 

. ropoſition, T affirmed Peruns in 
iſpoſition of Body have Freedom of. 
hought to turn them to what they pleaſe ; dy 
which I to the no uncommon 
of Perſons diſordered wich Melanc , proceeding 
from Obſtruftions in the animal aculties, and 
Diſorders of the Spirits, who for ſo long are hzunted 
with a Sett of odd, diſmal, deſpairing bn 
which they cannot govern nor out of their 
9 Minds ; they are rather paſſive than active in theſe 
Maſortunes, and they and their Friends may be 
aſſured that God will no mere them in ano- 

ther World for this, than for a Man's having a 
Fever or a Lunacy,. which he cannot get de | 
It is Time now to deſcend to for f Fare 
and apply theſe P 
For Inſtance, Irn the firſt rifing in our Mind 

of a laſcivious Thought, upon looking on an 
Odyect, that makes the mental T. „ or 
2 . N 1 woke 
our to at | 
of our Conſtitution ; any uo when inſtead 
of rejefting and ftriving againſt, we voluntarily 


meme, , , , , ,, . 8 


5 e cloſe with i, begin to ces. ad 


* 


* 


Of leepiny the Heart. 401 
proceed to enj the Cloud of our on Fancy, it 
will be rn 


and without 2 Repentance deſerve his 


Of this Sort of Thoughts, adminiſtering to the 
Gratification of the brutal Part, there are obſerva- 
ble Degrees of Iniquity : If they riſe from the Pre- 
of a E they are more ex- 
_ cufable : If the Remembrance of an Object 
when abſent, worſe ; but if from the Recollection 
of former Debaucheries, and the Offender is inca- 

theo? Sickneſs or Age, of acting, and yet de- 
3 erabgdroag 
this is ſpiritual Iniquity ity's Sake, and be- 
ing — Tem "fo wats than a freſh 
| Commiſſion wich one. Theſe are therefore placed by 
St. Paul, Rom. i. in the Rank of the moſt con- 
ſummate and irreformable of Sinners ; for it is the 


ſame vitiated Temptation of not -only to 
commit Sin, but to take Pleaſure in thoſe that do. 


| Theſe are each guilty by the firſt tion, be- 
cauſe they indulged the full Conſent of the Will ; 
and they are more ſo by the ſecond, as having a 
Power of reſiſting, and expelling thoſe Inclinations 
out of their Mind, and filling their Room with 
better Thoughts. The — plication holds in 
Caſe of Provocation; 9 
of Anger, which all Tempers are differently ſuſ- 
ceptible of, ſome more than others, but when we 
ful it to broil upon the Mind. to digeſt into 
| Rancour and Revenge, then it is become obnoxi- 
ous z and ſo of all Sorts of irregular Thoughts what- 
ever, if we indulge them, if we do not uſe a con- 
ſcientious Endeavour to check and thruſt them out 
when perceived, or at leaſt to divert or change 
_— and of our 
D d Laith, 
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Laſtly, If we apply the 3d Rule to each of theſe 
Inſtances: As far as we give Occaſion yoluntarily 
and 3 to the firſt of evil Thoughts 


in us ; as chufing ill Com y. — . — 
verſe with Ob wk we 
2555 


will ſtrike an ill Impreſſion on us, and be 
captivate and enſlave the Will; we become 
guilty, both of the firſt Riſe and of the Conſequence 
of theſe Thoughts: For we are very juſtly accounted . 
before God and Man the Authors of what over- 
flows from a Cauſe of our own making. 
I have now only to aſk leave to lay before you 
two or three Directions, which may facilitate the 
Performance of this Duty. 
I. Then, if we would guard 
ſerve our Thoughts regular 
give heed to keep ourſelves (as much as the Cir- | 
cumſtances of our Way of Living will admit) from 
all Occaſions that may- excite and give Birth to evil 
ones. 1 as far as e out of 


Huren and never ourſelves into Danger. 
It was in vain for the Romiſo Prieſt to take Ca- 


5 
ther Faculties, that they will not defignedly 22 
that which is Evil: Eſpecially never 
* ourſelves in the Way, much leſs 
' ruſh wes thoſe Occaſions of Falling 


and Mon- 
Eng 


_ which is ever 


f 
We ſhould 4 W 


* 
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Of keeping the Heart. 403 
with the Preſcriptions of Religion, 
watch every Avenue of the Soul; but place a double 

Guard in that Part In un f For Sin is 
much eaſier prevented in its fir inning, than 
II. Another good Expedient to keep our 


T 
and bring in the beſt Materials to work upon ; for 
the Soul is of ſuch a volatile, active Nature, that 
it muſt be thinking on ſomething or other. If we 


do not take care to buſy it about what is good or 


innocent, its natural Tendency leads it to what is 


worſe.—But be ſure we avoid Idleneſs, which is the 


Parent not only of vain, fooliſh, trifling Thoughts, 


the Regulation of which denominates a wiſe Man, 


but uſually of criminal vicious ones. The Son of 
Sirech ſays the ſame Thing, and ſo does Expe- 
rience, That Jdleneſs teacheth much Evil ; it ener- 
„ ND 
Guard againſt Temptation, and the good Se 
Religion is choked in its Bryers and Weeds; and 


the Devil can never wiſh for a better Opportunity 


to effect his Purpoſes upon us; and our Saviour 
tells us, he never omits to improve them, to his 


own Advantage and our Ruin. We ſhould then 
be never at Leiſure for Sin, and him ; but always 


better, and too buſily employed. The Wiſdom 
of Providence accordingly has put the greateſt 


Part of Mankind under a Neceſſity of labouring for 


their Bread, that their Minds might have the Ad- 


vantage of being occupied upon what at leaſt is in- 


nocent ; and we ſhould ever bound our Thoughts to 
the preſent Occaſion, . ſuffer nothing elſe to ſhare 
in them, and then , whether in religious or temporal 
Affairs, we ſhall be whole Men in every Thing, 
and do twice the Buſineſs in the fame Time. 

| Repaſs we, therefore, what Thoughts are upon our 
Minds; if of the evil Kind, expel them, change them 


for 


2 


and carefully 


houghts from being miſimployed, is to propoſe 


= "2 2 
* , tht i. +. 2 
1 


25 2 
* 1 
4% us 
+ (+ © 8 
* FE. = 
«. &9 1 
"© 
5 ** — 
. 7 
. 14 - 
hn 4 
«<< WM 
5 P * 
o 
- * a 
: — 
© * _ 
4 1 5 
: 2 4 
3 
: * 85 
[ „ 
w 1 E ry 
- $4 
| + WY __ 
1 A... 
1 a 
24 3 
, * , 
= * 
—_— 
1 << 
", * 
* 7 1 
11 Y , os + vi 
: « * = 4% 
' _ 
* —_— . 
: =y 
14 * E244 
17 1 
18 hy \ 
{$5 * 
5 YL 
: +4". I 
1 1 1 ” 
. | 
o : N F, b 
e 5 
* — 4 
a 2 
A * 5 c 8 
1 ＋ 
1 = >. 4. IT. 
? : . + 
. . * * 
In 
C — 
1 
N 4 
Nr 
p 6 "#8 oi 
, 4 a” 
: - _ 
T1 43 $ 
14 A - 
9 0 a. 
— 
4 -—4 
+, — 
* = 8 
V 58 
N G 5 — 
1 
F +4 
r 1 „ = 
L - .-* 
_ =. wo... 
* as * 
4 , 
1 
'T £ 
* yi 
* 4 
b | 
1 * 5 — 8 * 
1. r 
- = 
: S — * 
8 7 
; a . > 
1 "£ — * W A 
| ! 4s 1 
1 L : b 
„ * _— 
4 wet 4 
a, "x. Xx 
= 
4 . A 
4 OY 5 - 
1 ö — 4 | 
N 2 r 
1 =Y 
, „ ow" \ 
: A » on 
T 2 79 
1 — = 
1 <= 
2 «ay *s a 
* 4 , 
o . l * by 
"7 
=_ 
| 4 
b 1 
SS a= 3 
W 
S > 
' 1 y 
* = 
4 5 = l 
_. 
N 7 
, 
* T = 
7 — 
: : — 
* . FP. _ = 
; 'Y 
A 
C 4 
3 2 


404 SERMON XXI. 
for ſome other Subje& ; and are there not infinite 
others beſides to think on? If there be any Thing 
N pure, lovely, of good Report, if any Virtue, 
if any Praiſe, think we, as the Apoſtle bids us, on 
theſe Things. If there be any Thing innocent in 
: on of the Univerſe, think upon that, 
jr bang 2 

ITE. To preſerve our Thoughts i in continual Or- 
der, and upon their Duty, we ſhould conſider that 
they are all under the Eye of God, and that he 
weighs and ſcans them, — takes Account of all 

that are amiſs. | 

And as Prayer is a powerful Remedy, and my 
laſt Advice, I conclude with that excellent Collect 
2 


Almighty God, unto whom all men be 
u Secrets are bid, cleanſe the bts 
fires known, and from whom Hearts by the Inſpi- 


ration of thy Holy Spirit; that we may perfettly 
love thee, and worthily ma thy 2 


Cbriß our Lord: To whom, with the Father, and 
the Holy Spirit, be aſcribed all Obedience in T. bought, 
Ward, and Deed; ail Honour, Mary, and Do- 
minion, „ and 4 ever, £ 


open; all De- 


our 


The End of the Fixer — 
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